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What’s Eating You?

By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

October is the time of year when 
haunted houses, scary hayrides 
and frightening venues of every 
kind seem to spring up seemingly 
overnight in buildings that are 
vacant the other months of the year, 
in farm yards normally devoted to 
agricultural operations, in apple 
orchards suddenly turned into 
Halloween destinations and in dark 
woods on lonely roads that form the 
perfect backdrop for a night of fright. 

These places exist 
to frighten and 
scare, in a fun sort 
of way, people of 
all ages, though 

many may 
be just too 

traumatic 
for the 

smaller children. Common themes 
include skeletons, mummies, 
zombies, bats, spiders and 
frightening creatures of every kind.

However, in Clay Township, 
Michigan, there is one truly unique 
Halloween experience that should 
not be missed – the Night Filled 
with Pumpkin Light. On October 
22, 23 and 24, for three hours each 
evening (from 7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.) 
more than 400 uniquely carved 
and decorated pumpkins are lit 

and displayed inside the darkened 
greenhouse at Foxfire Farm Country 
Store at 8945 Marsh Road. The 
effect is absolutely breathtaking. The 
pumpkins appear to almost float in 
the air and the fragrance of the straw 
bales, combined with the pumpkin 
and burning candles are treats for the 
senses. Adults and children alike are 
amazed by the intricate designs and 
creative masterpieces they encounter. 
(A rumor has it that this year Foxfire 
Farm’s aim is several hundred more 
pumpkins than last year – with a 
lofty goal of 1000 pumpkins!)

Planning for this memorable event 
takes place many months in advance, 
culminating in several intense 
nights of carving by the employees, 

See PUMPKIN LIGHT, Page 26
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Per Area
NEW Non-Surgical 

Technology! 

$99
Limited time • RF

  
  

www.agelessspamedica.com • Chesterfield 586-330-8010 • Warren 586-574-2191

Change your looks,
change your life!

FREE Consultation 
Toll Free # 1-877-293-6137

NEW Only offered in
Michigan by Dr. Shah

Can be done with Fat Transfer

10% Off
BREAST AUGMENTATIONS

& ANY LIPOSUCTION 
Exp. 10/31/10

$199
0% 

Interest 
up to 18 Months!

Limited Time 
Offer

V.I.P Day at the

SPA
Actual Client After Our Smartlipo MPX

TAKE OFF WHAT
DIETING WON’T
New State-of-the-art
Smartlipo MPX
Minimally Invasive
Laser Sculpting
Liposuction

$110 Services!
• Hair Cut, Style & Massage
• Two Chemical Peels 
• Microdermabrasion with Max 7 LED
• Oxygen Jet Peel with Max 7 LED 
• Sclerotherapy Vein Treatment
•
• Photofacial 1 pass/Skin Tightening
• Signature Facial or Chemical Peel with Max 7 LED
• Laser Hair Removal - on selected areas only 
• Botox (10 units)

*Two Customized Therapeutic Massages for $120

Two Massages*

Actual Client After Our
Radio Frequency Treatment 

Dr. B.J. Shah trains with
Dr. Matlock as seen on

INCLUDES:

Prescribed Skin Care
Customized Products

• Any 1-hour massage
   (your choice of 3)
• Signature Facial or Chemical Peel
• Haircut or Style
• Visia Digital Skin Analysis
• Intro to Yoga and Meditation
   Session (Saturday only)
• Manicure and Pedicure
• LED Photo Therapy Session
• Sample of skin care products

Regular
Price

$500

Body Jet Lipo
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Clay Township, MI 48001
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ThumbPrint News is a monthly 
publication provided free to 
our readers and is distributed 
to prime locations throughout 
the Thumb area. We encourage 
our readers to support the 
advertisers who made this issue 
possible. Tell them you saw their 
ad in ThumbPrint News!

ThumbPrint News is not 
responsible or liable for opinions 
and/or ideas expressed by 
columnists or guest writers, or 
articles not written by our staff.

If you’re not receiving ThumbPrint 
News at your home, send us 
$2.00 for shipping and handling 
and we’ll mail a copy to you, 
or check our Web site for drop 
locations in your area.

With this October issue of 
ThumbPrint News, we celebrate 
our one year anniversary. It has 
been quite a year! We began with a 
circulation of 15,000 and in just one 
year have grown to over 60,000!

We have learned a lot from you, 
our valued readers, when you took 
the time to send us emails, write us 
letters or to telephone us about the 
different articles that you’ve enjoyed.

We found that there is definitely 
a large group of people who enjoy 
a “good news” newspaper, which 
has always been our intent. There 
are so many great people, places 
and businesses in the Thumb area 

of Michigan to write about that we 
hope to continue our publication on 
this same note for many more years.

We want to continue to receive 
your letters and suggestions. We still 
are looking for those who would like 
to be a guest writer either for one 
month or on a continuing basis. Tell 
us what you are interested in writing 
about and it may just be the perfect 
match for our paper. As we celebrate 
our one year anniversary, it also 
seems right to thank those writers 
and columnists who have contributed 
articles to ThumbPrint News this 
past year – some who have appeared 
in each and every issue so far. You 
deserve a big “Thumbs Up” and 
“Thank you” from our entire staff.

I personally want to give the staff 
of ThumbPrint News, including 
the writers, graphic designers and 
salespeople, a huge “thank you.” 
We couldn’t have done it without 
you. Your dedication is what has 
helped to make ThumbPrint News 
so successful.

Articles on the history of the 
people and places that make this 
part of the state such a wonderful 
place to live continue to be the most 
read and commented on articles of 
ThumbPrint News. Please send us 
your articles or suggestions for small 
towns to cover that are big on history.

Often, correspondence we have 
received has led us to stories or 
ideas that we subsequently use. Such 
is the case with an email received 
from Linda Baker after reading our 
September issue. Linda wrote: 

I enjoyed the article about the 
Burma Shave signs. When I was a 
kid, we’d see them along Gratiot 
Road on our way to eat at Emil’s 
Buffalo Farm. My favorite was:

He lit a match
To check the tank
Now they call him

Skinless Frank.
Burma Shave

Here’s a follow-up idea for your 
article. Run a contest for your 
readers to submit jingles relating to 
Foxfire Farm or ThumbPrint News. 
Here’s two examples:

Inside this issue
Are tidbits galore.

When you are finished
Our store has lots more.

Foxfire Farm
Plants and flowers
And gifts, oh my!

Pumpkins to make
Your Thanksgiving pie.

Foxfire Farm
Linda, thank you for your idea! 

We love it! So, dear readers, we are 
going to take her suggestion and run 
a contest for “Burma Shave” type 
jingles for either ThumbPrint News 
or for Foxfire Farm. Please submit 
your jingles, along with your name 
and address, to thumbprintnews@
comcast.net no later than December 
10. Two lucky winners will each 
receive $50 gift certificates to spend 
at Foxfire Farm Country Store at 
8061 Marsh Road in Algonac – just 
in time for Christmas shopping! 
One winner will be chosen who uses 
“Foxfire Farm” as the last line of 
their jingle and one winner for using 
“ThumbPrint News” as the ending. 
Good luck! We will print the win-
ning jingles and maybe a few of the 
others in the December edition of 
ThumbPrint News.

Please keep those emails, letters 
and ideas coming! We want 
ThumbPrint News to continue to be 
the newspaper you choose to read 
and enjoy for another year and years 
to come.

DIANE KODET
Editor, ThumbPrint News
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Entry fee is $5 to dig among the Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches to find a gemstone. If you find a gemstone, 
the prize is a $25 gift certificate to Coughlin Jewelers. Gemstones are the property of Coughlin Jewelers and are 
not given as the prize. The $5 entry fee goes to the Smile Train charity which provides cleft lip and cleft palate 
surgery to children in need. Ladies (and girls!) only, please. See ad on pages 28-29 for details about the Night 
Filled with Pumpkin Light. Pre-paid tickets for this event are available at Coughlin Jewelers. 
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By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Macomb Township today is Michigan’s 
fastest growing major municipality. Downtown 
Waldenburg, a small village located in Macomb 
Township, has a rich history that has almost 
disappeared due to the rapid urban sprawl that 
surrounds it today. What is left of the old town 
is pretty much confined to the four corners at 22 
Mile Road and Romeo Plank.

Macomb Township played a large part in the 
lumber and logging industry of southeastern 
Michigan. Logs would be sent down the Clinton 
River from Wolcott Mill in Ray Township to 
sawmills farther south. The route traveled was 
known as Romeo Plank, which is the same 
name as the modern-day road that runs the 
same route.

During the 19th century, Waldenburg was 
one of several stops along the plank toll road 
that connected Romeo to Mount Clemens, 
which were the two early centers of business in 
Macomb County. Every few miles small towns, 
such as Waldenburg, had stations to collect the 
tolls, get water for the horses, and to provide 
rest for weary travelers. 

By the 1830s, German immigrants arrived 
to farm the fertile area around the Clinton 
River. The area now known as Waldenburg was 
settled. Waldenburg’s first business was a steam 
sawmill and planing mill and then expanded 
to include a tavern, a wagon shop, a general 

store, a blacksmith shop, a hardware store and 
others. A school and Lutheran church were also 
established. The town was named Waldenburg 
after Waldenburg, Germany, from which some 
of the settlers had come. (A local story that is 
told says that when the town was going to be 
named, the person that brought the beer to the 
meeting got to name it after their home town.)

In 1853, a group of strong religious settlers 
from Germany established the congregation 
that is Immanuel Lutheran Church today. The 
first official record appeared that year with the 
baptism of Emil Wolf in November.

In 1855, the first church was built. It was 
a frame building that served as the residence 
for the pastor. In the back were the church and 
the German school. As the congregation grew, 
the church became too small and a new brick 
church was built in 1866. 

Once again, the congregation expanded and 
the church was again enlarged and dedicated in 
1920. The church is still in existence today on 
21 Mile and Romeo Plank. The tombstones in 

Spotlight on a Small Town: Waldenburg

Immanuel Lutheran Church, circa 1866

The old German schoolhouse
Downtown Waldenburg as it appears today.

See WALDENBURG, Page 38
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Call
810-794-5678

European paper wasps are commonly 
mistaken for yellow jackets. These wasps 
however have orange antennae while yellow 
jackets have black antennae. Another difference is that paper wasps 
generally have a small skinny body while yellow jackets have a bigger 
more bulky body. Also, paper wasps fly with their legs hanging down 
while yellow jackets fly with their legs up and look similar to a bullet. 
The paper nests of paper wasps are built with individual chambers 
all visible and in a “honeycomb” pattern. The nests generally will 
look like an upside down umbrella. Yellow jackets, however, will build 
their nest on the exterior of the home or on a tree branch and will be 
shaped like a basketball. The paper wasp will also fill cavities such as 
those in shutters or deck railings. These wasps are very aggressive. 

 The common paper wasp is not as common now that 
the European paper wasp has become the dominant 

species. This is because the European paper wasp 
is known to steal the paper and larva from the 

nests of this species of wasp. This wasp is 
brown in color and has black antennae 
but makes a similar nest to the European 
paper wasp. 

Cluster and face flies are found in homes, churches, 
hospitals, apartment complexes, commercial and public 
buildings and other structures. These large, sluggish flies 
appear on warm, sunny days during late autumn, winter and 
early spring. They occur in large numbers, especially at windows 
and in rooms not frequently used. In times of cooler weather, they can 
commonly be found warming themselves on the sides of buildings (retreating 
into the cracks and crevices as the weather continues to cool).  
These flies make irritating, buzzing noises, spin around and move 
sluggishly. They can also leave a greasy spot on upholstery, carpets, 
wood, and other surfaces.
The multi-colored Asian lady beetle has become a nuisance pest to 
homeowners in North America in recent years because of the propensity of 
adults to enter houses in search of over wintering shelter. Their tendency 
to over winter in homes and other buildings, usually clustered in large 
numbers, can make them a nuisance to many persons. If agitated or 
squashed, the beetles may exhibit a defensive reaction known as “reflex 
bleeding,” in which a yellow fluid with an unpleasant odor is released 
from leg joints. This reaction generally prevents predators, such a birds, 
from eating lady beetles. But in the home, the fluid may stain walls and 
fabrics. The desiccating bodies of these insects have also been known to 
cause breathing problems in persons with asthma or related conditions.
The best time to control these insects is before you have a problem 
with them. An exterior treatment of the home (especially the cracks and 
crevices) is an excellent pre-emptive step to help prevent an infestation.

Yellow jackets are often mistaken for paper wasps. They are aggressive and 
destructive. Yellow jackets can be identified by their yellow and black stripes, 
black antennas, and legs that are tucked up when flying (like a bullet). Yellow 
jackets can build nests on your home, in a tree or in the ground. The nest is 
enclosed  (no “honey comb” visible) and can be the size of a basketball or larger.

If they build a nest IN your home, they have the ability to chew through 
quarter inch drywall causing extensive damage. They do this to enlarge 
their nest. Never plug or seal a yellow jacket nest from the outside of the 
home. This will only trap them inside your home and drive them further into 
your walls, causing them to come into the living space in search of an exit, 
as well as food and water for their young. 
1. Never plug an active yellow jacket entrance on your home. 
2. Never use an over the counter liquid yellow jacket product 

in the nest entrance. This added moisture can amplify 
the stench of rotting yellow jackets and their larvae. 

3. Never touch a soft or water spot in your ceiling 
where yellow jackets are eating through. If nec-
essary, VERY CAREFULLY place duct tape over 
the area. Do not apply a lot a pressure, as you 
could puncture a hole through the drywall. 
Call ABC immediately!

Yellow 
Jacket
Alert!

PAPER 
WASPS

Cluster Flies & 
Multi-colored 
Asian Lady Beetles!

Tell us you saw this ad in the 
ThumbPrint News and receive 

$20 off your yellow jacket 
treatment. This offer cannot be 

combined with any other offer and 
is for the treatment of yellow jackets 

only. One discount per household.
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Melanie Duquesnel

County Commissioner

Capable - Concerned - Effective An Experienced Leader for District 7
Algonac, Clay, Cottreville and Marine City

◆  14 years your County Commissioner – 
presently Vice Chair

◆  Crafted tough budgets that have protected 
taxpayers and maintained a budget reserve

◆  Pamela protects vital county services, 
carefully  monitoring effective performance

◆  Sharing sacrifice in difficult times, enacted 
a 10% salary cut for county commissioners

Pamela Wall
Paid for by the committee to elect Pamela Wall. 1426 St. Clair River Drive, Algonac, MI 48001. DEMOCRAT.

Re-Elect

Scammers Target Job Hunters in Weak Economy, 
Warns Better Business Bureau
Stay safe on the hunt by looking for seven red flags 
By Melanie Duquesnel
President and CEO of the Better Business Bureau 
Serving Eastern Michigan

As the unemployment rate 
hovers around 10 percent, the 
Better Business Bureau warns that 
scammers are taking advantage 
of the opportunity by preying on 
the unemployed. Identifying the 
common red flags of a scam is 
one way for job hunters to protect 
themselves and their wallet.

According to the Labor Depart-
ment, new jobless claims in mid-
August unexpectedly jumped to 
500,000, an increase of 12,000 over 
the previous week. Not only did 
jobless claims rise suddenly, but the 
length of unemployment is bleak 
for many. According to a July report 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
nearly 45 percent of unemployed 
Americans had been out of work for 
more than six months. 

“The dismal employment rate 
means that a lot of people are des-
perate for work and may be grasping 
for any job which creates a great 
opportunity for scammers,” said 
Melanie Duquesnel, President and 
CEO of the Better Business Bureau 
Serving Eastern Michigan and the 
Upper Peninsula. “Not thoroughly 
researching a job opportunity can 
make a bad situation even worse and 
a victim can lose hundreds or even 

thousands of dollars to any number 
of job-related scams.”

BBB recommends looking out for 
the following seven red flags when 
searching for a job: 

The employer offers the 
opportunity to become rich 

without leaving home  
While many legitimate businesses 
allow employees to work from 
home, there are also a lot of 
scammers trying to take advantage 
of senior citizens, stay-at-home 
moms, students and injured or 
handicapped people looking to 
make money conveniently at home. 
Job hunters should use extreme 
caution when considering a work-
at-home offer and always research 
the company with their BBB first at 
www.easternmichiganbbb.org.

The employer asks for 
money upfront 

It is rarely advisable for an applicant 
to pay upfront fees or make a 
required purchase to get a job. 
BBB often hears from job hunters 
who paid a phony employer for 
supposedly required background 
checks or training for jobs that 
didn’t exist. Always research the 
job thoroughly before opening up 
your wallet. Also, be wary of job 
placement companies that ask for 
large upfront fees to find you a job.

The salary and benefits 
seem too-good-to-be-true

The adage holds true for job 
offers: if the deal sounds too good 
to be true, it probably is. Phony 
employers might brag about 
exceptionally high salary potential 
and excellent benefits for little 
work and no experience necessary 
in order to lure unsuspecting job 
hunters into their scam. 

Employer e-mails are rife 
with grammatical and 

spelling errors 
Online fraud is often perpetrated by 
scammers located outside the U.S. 
Their first language usually isn’t 
English and this is often evident 
in their poor grasp of the language 
which can include poor grammar 
and the misspelling of common 
words.

The employer requires you 
to check your credit report

After posting their resumes online 
or responding to online job listings, 
many job hunters received what 
they thought was good news: an 
e-mail from an interested employer. 
In order to be considered for the 
job, the applicant has to check 
his or her credit report through a 
recommended website. The truth is 
the e-mail is just an attempt to get 
the job hunter to divulge sensitive 
financial information or sign up for 
credit monitoring services. 

The employer is quick to 
ask for personal information 

such as Social Security or bank 
account numbers 
Some job seekers have been 
surprised to learn they’ve gotten a 
job without having to do a single 
interview. However, when the 
employer then asked for personal 
information in order to fill out the 
necessary paperwork, suspicions 
were raised – and rightly so. 

Regardless of the reason, a job 
applicant should never give out 
his or her Social Security or bank 
account numbers over the phone 
or email and only after they’ve 
confirmed the job is legitimate. 

The job requires you to wire 
money through Western 

Union or MoneyGram or receive 
and forward suspicious goods
Many phony jobs require the 
employee to cash a check sent by 
the company through the mail and 
then wire a portion of the money 
on to another entity. Reasons given 
for this requirement vary from 
scam to scam. Whatever the reason 
though, the check might clear the 
employee’s bank account but will 
eventually turn out to be a fake and 
the employee is out the money he 
or she wired back to the scammers. 
BBB also warns against receiving 
and mailing suspicious goods – 
such as electronics or luxury items 
– overseas.
About Better Business Bureau 
The Better Business Bureau 
Serving Eastern Michigan is a non-
profit organization with the purpose 
of assisting in the protection of 
consumers and businesses from 
fraud and unethical business 
practices in the local marketplace. 
In addition to its recognized dispute 
resolution services, BBB maintains 
reliability reports on the customer 
service history of more than 80,000 
local businesses and provides 
consumer education materials on 
numerous topics. BBB provides its 
services free to the public and its 
service territory stretches across 
Eastern Michigan from Ann Arbor 
through Metropolitan Detroit, 
Lansing, Flint, upward to Alpena, 
and covers the entire Upper 
Peninsula of the state.Visit www.
easternmighiganbbb.org for more 
information. 
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SALES & SERVICE

Reclaim Your Freedom & Independence
Stairlifts, Scooters & Power Chairs,
Barrier Free Kitchens & Bathrooms.

15%

OFF
Any Purchase
Expires 10-31-10 • With Coupon

Model chair can be
seen by appt. at our

1712 Military St.,
Port Huron Location 

Feather-touch
disassembly

makes this
the easiest

travel scooter
to take along

anywhere.

Elite Traveler

Please Call Us at

Folds Up When

Not In Use! 

810-650-9284
877-688-4457Toll

Free

Just in time for
the big games!

Many colors & 
fabrics to match
your decor.

Kozuchowski Barn in Brockway Receives 
National BARN AGAIN! Award
By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer (based on information submitted by Mitchell Kozuchowski)

The Michigan Barn Preservation Network was founded in 1995 to 
promote, appreciate, preserve and rehabilitate Michigan barns, farmsteads 
and rural communities. Heritage barns are increasingly being restored, 
sometimes completely relocated, and given new lives in modern agriculture 
and for adaptive reuse. 

The Kozuchowski barn 
in Brockway was built 
in 1868 and was used for 
livestock until the 1980s. 
After it was no longer 
needed for cattle, the 
barn began to fall into 
disrepair until Mitchell 
Kozuchowski began com-
muting from his work in 
New York as a television 
producer to restore the 
barn with the help of his 
family. The restoration, 
according to the family, began as “only a coat of paint to spruce it up.” But 
then, “The project took on a life of its own and became a labor of love.”

The barn received one of six national Barn Again! Awards from the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation in partnership with Successful 
Farming magazine for 2009. Only one other barn to date in Michigan has 

They Made It!
By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

In our September edition of 
ThumbPrint News, we reported in 
the article “A Tandem, a Triple and 
a TransAmerica Tour” on a family 
of five, John Replinger, his wife, 
Valerie Wildman, and their three 
nine year old triplets, Deidre, Ian 
and Zara, who were bicycling all 
the way from Portland, Oregon 
to Washington, D.C. We reported 
on them when they were traveling 
through the Thumb of Michigan.

John Replinger, his wife, Valerie Wildman, and their triplets, Deidre, Ian and Zara, end a 3,307 mile 
bicycle trip in front of the White House in Washington, D.C.

Well, we are now happy to 
report that THEY MADE IT! On 
August 26, 2010, they arrived 
in Washington, D.C., with a 
total distance traveled of 3,307 
miles in 93 days. And, no, they 
didn’t peddle back home! From 
Washington, D.C., they flew back 
home to Portland, Oregon. A big 
“Thumbs Up” from ThumbPrint 
News for a family that just 
completed an amazing journey! 

The Kozuchowski barn in Brockway as it looks today.

See BARN AGAIN!, Page 48

◊ Wood Toys
◊ Puzzles
◊ Dress-up dolls
◊ Play food
◊ Art supplies

Tea Room: 
$10 per person
Includes Tea and Dessert
$15 per person
Includes Tea, Sandwich and Dessert
Party Room Rental: $75 for 2 hours
Call ahead for reservations.

• Tea Parties • Collectibles • Eden’s Angels • Webkinz 
• Jewelry • Silk Flower Arrangements • Harbor Lights Lighthouses 

• Handmade Items • Bereavement Items

35914 Green Street
New Baltimore
586.725.0881

Hours: M, W, F. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.  �  T/�. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.  �  Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.  �  Closed Sunday

Check Out
Our

Halloween
Items

An Interesting Tidbit
Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn’t 
mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt 
tihng is taht the frist and lsat ltteer be at the rghit pclae. The rset 
can be a total mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit porbelm. Tihs 
is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, 
but the wrod as a wlohe. Pettry amzanig huh?
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Buy direct from a real florist and save on wire service fees. • No Hidden Charges!
Large Thumb delivery area as well as nationwide service. Call for details.

www.herbsandflowers.net

Foxfire Farm Floral Shop • 8061 Marsh Road in Clay Township
Call toll-free 866.794.5108

When you order flowers online, you could be ordering from a “sending only” company, not an actual 
floral shop. This results in HEAVY FEES for relaying your order to someone else. The result is that less 
of YOUR money goes into the actual arrangement. 

Dress Me Up
for Fall

You Have
My Heart

$5999

Baby’s 
1st Bear
$3599

Appreciation
Bouquet
$4999

Angel
Whispers

Call for
Details

We can customize your gift
 for any occasion!

Joyful 
Surprise
$2999

Fall
Tiger Eye

$6299

Fresh for 
Fall

$6099

Brighten 
Your Day

$5799

Bountiful Autumn
Pumpkin

$5999

Starting at
$3999

Call for
 Customization 

and Pricing
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Short Time Buck
By Bryon McClain
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

It was the 9th of October, and my 
first time in the woods since bow 
season had opened on the first of the 
month. I was working at the local 
grain elevator as an agronomist at 
the time, and soybean harvest had 
started. Time off for hunting was 
almost impossible, so I made the 
best of it and got out when I could. 
It had rained the day before and put 
a lull in the harvest, so I took the 
following morning off to hunt. Little 
did I know that before that morning 
was over I would have taken my 
first buck with a bow. 

The weather couldn’t have been 
better. The rain had passed and left the 
ground soft and silent. I got out of my 
truck and headed back to my stand 
with about an hour before daylight 
would paint its beautiful fall picture. 
I got up in the stand, strapped in and 
raised my bow with my rope. It was 
time to hunt. I sat quietly with my 
bow in my lap waiting for first light. 
The day was calm, almost perfectly 
still with only a hint of a breeze 
blowing from the northwest. After 
about half an hour of listening to only 
silence, the birds started waking up 
and the dogs starting barking at the 
farm a half a mile up the road. 

Soon the sky was turning lighter 
shades of grey and the trees appeared 
as black outlines on the horizon. 
“Soon enough,” I thought to myself, 
“soon enough.” Within minutes, 
the night gave way to day and the 
sun was warming my right shoulder 
as it lit up the autumn leaves all 
around me, creating a display of all 
of nature’s colors at once. From the 
green grasses and weeds below to the 
reds, oranges and yellows of the trees 
all around me. I don’t believe there is 
anything more beautiful and relaxing 

than a fall sunrise in Michigan. I was 
on the edge of a small clear-cut in the 
woods that had some scrub brush and 
apple trees scattered about, but not 
much more. 

It was light enough now that I 
could see a few hundred yards pretty 
clearly; I settled in and waited for 
what I hoped would come. Just then, 
I caught something moving to my 
left about 70 yards away. It was a 
buck! I put the glasses on him and 
could tell immediately that he was 
a shooter. I slowly stood up and got 
into position for a shot if it presented 
itself. The buck was heading straight 
north from where he was, not good 
for me. If he stayed on this course, 
he would vanish into the woods 60 
yards from my stand – not close 
enough for a shot with my bow. 

Feeling for sure that I wouldn’t get 
a shot at this buck, I started to relax a 
little. About that time, I heard an old 
single engine airplane start up over at 
the little grass strip about two miles 
from where I was sitting. I didn’t 
pay much attention to it as I was 
fixated on that buck that was getting 
farther and farther from me with each 
passing second. The buck, however, 
did pay attention and didn’t like what 
he was hearing. As the pilot put the 
throttle to it to take off, the buck 
changed course and started heading 
right toward me! He stopped about 
50 yards out to look back towards the 
noise that spooked him and then kept 
coming in. At about 30 yards, he was 
broadside to me, but still walking at 
a pretty good pace. I drew my bow 
and let out a quiet grunt. The buck 
stopped perfectly broadside and 
looked in my direction.

I took a deep breath, settled the 
pin and let it go. I saw the lighted 
nock hit its mark and the buck jump 
straight up in the air. I got him! I 

watched as he 
ran straight 
south out of the 
clear-cut and 
into the plowed 
wheat stubble 
field and out 
of sight. I was 
so excited I 
was shaking! 
I sat down 
and collected 
myself as best 
I could, which 
I’m sure wasn’t very good, but I 
tried anyway. I waited for about an 
hour and decided I’d head back to 
the truck and call my brother-in-law, 
Sean, and see if he’d seen anything. 

On my way out, I saw a big brown 
clump about twenty yards from the 
truck in the plowed field. It was my 
buck! He ran about two hundred 
yards straight at my truck and piled 
up right there! It doesn’t get much 
better than that! I spent a few minutes 
with the deer and then jumped in 
my truck to go get Sean, who was 
hunting about a mile east of me on 
another farm. I had my buck! It just 
goes to show that no matter how 
much time you have, you can still 
be successful by being in the right 
place at the right time. Hopefully this 

year brings another success story on 
my end and yours! Best of luck this 
hunting season! Be safe, and I’ll see 
you at the buck pole! 

Editor’s Note: Bryon McClain 
has been hunting deer since the age 
of 12 with his father, David. He is 
also the owner of Buck Wild Nation, 
L.L.C. at 7419 Lakeshore Road in 
Lexington. Buck Wild Nation is a 
retail store that houses products 
in departments such as fishing, 
hunting, clothing, cooking, guns, 
ammunition and gifts. They also 
have online hunting gear, fishing 
gear, hunting supplies, camping 
gear and much more at discount 
prices. Their website is www.
buckwildnation.com or call (810) 
359-8550 for more information.

Foxfire Farm Floral Shop
 Call Toll Free

866.794.5108
or visit us on the Internet at www.herbsandflowers.net
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Good Night, Sleep Tight! Don’t Let the Bed Bugs Bite!
This nursery rhyme is no longer a 

cutesy quip to recite as you tuck your 
children into bed at night. Now, it is a 
warning not to take lightly. Bed bugs 
had virtually disappeared for decades 
in the United States, but are now back 
with a vengeance. Reported attacks 
are up 5000 percent nationwide. 
Many people have never experienced 
bed bugs before and are unaware of 
what they should be looking for and 
how infestations of bed bugs can best 
be prevented.

There are several different theories 
as to why the occurrence of bed 
bug infestations is increasing so 
dramatically. One says that the 
elimination of DDT and other 
stronger pesticides has contributed 
to their increase. Another says the 
increase in international travel and 
the greater movement of people in 
general is a primary cause. Michael 
Potter, Ph. D., an entomologist at the 
University of Kentucky’s College 
of Agriculture, says, “There has 
been a total loss of awareness and 
lack of vigilance. People in the old 
days knew to check their hotel beds, 
their clothing when it was back 
from the laundry and what their kids 
brought home from camp. We have 
a whole new generation that thinks 
stuff doesn’t bite you when you’re 
sleeping. We opened the door and 

allowed them to come roaring back.”
Finding bed bugs in your home 

or business has nothing to do with 
poor hygiene. Only one bed bug can 
hitch a ride on you or on an object 
and end up infesting your living or 
working space.

The name “bed bugs” is misleading 
as these insects can be found not only 
in beds, but in chairs, rugs, curtains, 
tiny cracks in furniture, as stowaways 
in luggage, purses and briefcases, 
movie theaters, retail stores, librar-
ies, firehouses, hospitals and nursing 
homes, apartments and in used cloth-
ing and furniture stores, etc.

Allen Kodet, owner of ABC Home 
and Commercial Services in Clay 
Township, says his pest control 
division is receiving increased 
calls weekly related to bed bug 
infestations in the Thumb area 
of Michigan. In some cases, the 
infestations have been so severe, 
sometimes due to people attempting 
to get rid of the bed bugs on their 
own, that the cost of successfully 
eradicating the insects has been 
driven up higher than it would have 
been if a professional pest control 
company had been called originally. 
Here is some basic information 
people should know about bed bugs:
What are bed bugs and what do 
they look like?

Bed bugs are small, oval, non-
flying insects that belong to the insect 

family Cimicidae. There are three 
species that bite people. While in the 
juvenile stage, called nymphs, they 
can be as small as 1.5 mm. As adults 
they can reach between 5-7 mm in 
length. Bed bugs resemble small ticks 
or cockroaches and are sometimes 
mistaken as such. Bed bugs feed 
by sucking blood from humans and 
animals. They can survive for months 
without feeding, so they can even be 
found in vacant homes.
What are the symptoms and signs 
of bed bug bites?

Bed bugs are most active at night 
and will bite exposed areas of skin 
while an individual is sleeping. Al-
though the bite is painless, small, flat 
or raised bumps on the skin are the 
most common sign; redness, swell-
ing and intense itching commonly 
occur. Thirty percent of the victims 
show no symptoms. One peculiarity 
of bed bug bites is the tendency to 
find several bites lined up in a row. 
Infectious disease specialists refer to 
this as the “breakfast, lunch and din-

ner” sign, signifying the sequential 
feeding that occurs from one site to 
another. Bed bugs are not known to 
transmit any human diseases.
How are bed bugs spread? 

Any items that are moved from 
one place to another may contain 
bed bugs or their eggs. Boxes, 
suitcases, furniture and clothing may 
all be unknowing vehicles for bed 
bug travel from one place to another.
How do I detect infestation?

Some physical evidence that may 
be present, other than the existence 
of bites, may be fecal stains, egg 

Good night, sleep tight, 
  Don’t let the bed bugs bite.

Call the bed bug specialists of ABC Home & Commercial Services at 810.794.5678

By Ralph McKinch 
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Bed bugs resemble small ticks or cockroaches.

www.edwardjones.com

One of the most important things you can give your children is
a life insurance policy for yourself. Which is why at Edward
Jones, your local financial advisor meets with you face to face,
so we can get to know you and your entire financial picture.
That way, we can find the life insurance policy that best suits
your family’s unique needs.

Because all the toys in the world aren’t worth as much to your
children as ensuring you’ll always be there for them. 

YOUR CHILDREN HAVE EVERYTHING
THEY COULD ASK FOR. DOES THAT
INCLUDE LIFE INSURANCE?

To learn about our wide range of life insurance products,
contact your local Edward Jones financial advisor.

Michael L Passmore
Financial Advisor
.

31613 Twenty Three Mile Rd
Chesterfield, MI 48047
586-421-0934
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cases and shed skins in crevices or 
cracks on or near beds. Live bugs 
may also be observed. Other areas, 
such as under wallpaper, behind 
picture frames, in couches and 
other furniture and even articles of 
clothing after returning from a trip 
should be examined. Professional 
assistance from a pest-control 
company should be used in order to 
determine if your home, apartment 
or business contains bed bugs.
How can I prevent infestations?

Knowledge and avoiding infested 
areas and objects is the method for 
prevention. Although sometimes 
difficult to do, recognizing the signs 
of infestation and proper treatment 
of known affected areas will control 
the spread of these nuisance insects. 

When traveling to hotels 
and motels, always inspect the 
undersides of the mattress and bed 

boards for signs of problems. If 
any exist, notify the management 
immediately. If possible, check 
travel websites before booking a 
hotel to check for any previous 
comments left by past guests in 
relation to bed bugs. (Remember 
that a report could mean that the 
problem was isolated to one room 
and that the management has since 
had the bed bugs exterminated.)
What is the treatment for bites?

First and foremost, the source of 
the infestation must be determined 
and eliminated. This is not an easy 
process and most cases of bed bug 
infestation will require treatment 
by a pest-control expert. He or 
she will advise you on the best 
treatments for your situation. As 
far as the bites on the skin, your 
doctor can advise if steroid creams 
or oral antihistamines should be 
used for symptom relief. Usually, 
once the infestation is cleared up, 
the symptoms from bites will also 
gradually disappear. 
How can I obtain more detailed 
information about bed bugs?

The pest control experts at ABC 
Home and Commercial Services 
are offering a Bed Bug Training & 
Educational Seminar on November 
10, 2010. (See the ad on this page 
for more information.) Individuals 
wishing to understand how to 
identify bed bugs at their different 
stages of development for use in 
their own preventative programs or 
persons wishing to gain knowledge 
to help control the spread of 
bedbugs in businesses, nursing 
homes, adult and child daycare 
facilities, community buildings, 
apartment complexes and hospitals 
or while on duty as public safety 
officers are encouraged to attend. 
For more information call (810) 
794-5678. 

Bed bugs are active at night, biting exposed 
areas of skin while an individual is sleeping.

Physical evidence can be found in crevices or 
cracks on or near beds.

31265 23 Mile Road • New Baltimore • 586.598.8866 or 586.949.7340

Expires 11/1/10

Welcoming Oreck & All Brands of Vacuums & Sewing Machines!
COMMERCiAl • ANtiquE • NEW VACuuM SAlES

Specializing in hard to find, name-brand vacuum 
service & parts at affordable prices! 

The Best Vacuum  & Sewing MachineRepair Pros in the Area!

Chesterfield
    Vac & Sew

ONlY Repair Shop Open 6 Days A Week!
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

ABC  Home & Commercial Services

November 10, 2010 • 7:00-9:00 p.m.
St. Clair County Location To Be Announced!

 Seminar costs are $50 per person in advance
or $75 at the door. 

Ask about group discounts when making reservations. 
For reservations please call (810)794-5678.  

Reservation Form:  Please include a $50 payment for each person attending.
Name of Business: ___________________________________________
Name(s) of Attendee(s):_______________________________________
  _______________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________
Phone No.: _______________  Email Address: _____________________
Number of People attending: ________      

ABC  Home & Commercial Services
Bed Bug Education & Training Seminar

Bed Bug Education 
 Training Seminar

• Hospitality and rental property owners/
employees

• Hotel and motel owners/employees
• Bed & Breakfast, cabin and cottage 

owners
• House cleaning and maid services 
• Property management owners/

employees
• Public facilities managers (theaters, 

coffee houses, hookah lounges, cigar 
lounges, etc.) 

• Public transportation employees and 
service technicians (bus drivers, cab 
drivers, bus charter, trams, trains, 
planes, ferry and carpools)

Who NEEDS to be there? 

3 digit code

           VISA              MASTERCARD               DISCOVER               AMEX

CARD #  ___________   ___________   ___________   ___________           ________  ________
Expiration date

Payment Method:
 Check (made payable to ABC Home & Commercial Services)   Cash (if  mailing, do not send cash)

Fax this form with your credit card 
information to 810-794-3288

• Service industry managers and delivery 
personnel (carpet installers, furniture 
delivery, furniture rent-all, etc.)

• Health care employees (nurses, 
homecare, hospice, etc)

• Hospital administrators/employees
• Adult and child daycare owners/

employees
• Families and parents using public care 

facilities
• Nursing home owners/employees
• Landlords and tenants  
• Multiple house dwelling managers/

tenants and board of directors (condos, 
apts., flats)
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Fox�re Farm
    Country Store

All Halloween Decorations......................... 50% 0ff
Large Assortment

Pumpkins
Giant Pumpkins Available.........Individually Priced
(Bushel Basket Size)

Standard Size................................. 299 & Down

Pool Supplies
Pool Shock ..........................................................$899 
12.5% High Content – Use Less

Bulk Pet Supplies
Buttons & Bows (for outside cats) .......... 5 Lbs. .......$799

  40 Lbs. ...$1999

Parrot Food .......................................10 Lbs. ....$1299

Bulk Grass Seed
Emerald Shady Mix Grass Seed ......25 Lbs.. ....$4999

Bag Kentucky Blue Grass ................ 5 Lbs. .......$899

Bulk Birding Supplies
Peanuts – Rejects ............................. 5 Lbs...........$499

 10 Lbs. .......$899

Peanuts – In-Shell ............................. 5 Lbs. .......$799

Suet Cakes ...................................................5 for $499

Striped Sunflower Seeds ................10 Lbs. ........ $899

 25 Lbs. ....$1799

Oiler Sunflower Seeds .....................10 Lbs. .......$699

Nyjer Seeds .......................................10 Lbs. ....$1299

Armada Red  ......................................20 Lbs. .......$519

 40 Lbs. .......$949

Armada Blue ......................................25 Lbs. .......$549

 50 Lbs. ....$1049

4 per case

Foxfire Farm Country Store is an official recycle station for  
Ink & More (see ad page 46). Save big dollars on your ink 
cartridge purchases by buying recycled ink cartridges here! 
We accept used cartridges for recycling, also.

while supplies last

25% Off All Deer Attractants

Don’t Miss Our Storewide October Sales!
8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township 810.794.5108

A Chance Meeting with 
World Champions
By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

It was the perfect fall day for a drive 
from Algonac to Boyne City, Michigan, 
where my husband and I were headed 
for a family reunion. Driving a van 
that I had recently inherited from my 
father afforded us a better view than we 
would have had from my very low to the 
ground convertible. Everything seemed 
perfect until we were just pulling off the 
expressway in Roscommon when the 
van stalled. It was out of gas! Apparently, 
the gas gage did not work correctly.

Coasting down the ramp, we were 
able to get off to the side of the road 
before we completely came to a stop. It 
was a gorgeous view down the road – 
of cedar trees, but little else. This was 
going to be fun, trying to find someone 
to get one of us into town for a gas can. 
Across the street was a DNR office, so 
we thought about walking over there to 
see if anyone could help. 

It was just at that moment that a 
pickup truck pulling a trailer loaded with 
long thin boats pulled into the DNR 
driveway. My husband decided to walk 
across the road and see if the driver could 
perhaps help us out of the jam.

Little did we know that we were 
going to have the opportunity to meet 
four World Champions!

Kathleen Stenersen, Kris Miller, 
Denise Bakken and Shirley Drow had 
just finished competing in the World 
Masters Rowing Competition that was 
held in St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada 
and were on their way home to Hudson, 
Wisconsin.

All four women are members of the 
St. Croix Rowing Club of Hudson, 
which is on the border between 

World Champion rowers, from left to right, Kris Miller, Kathleen Stenersen, Denise Bakken and 
Shirley Drow

Minnesota and Wisconsin. Kathleen 
helped start the club. The club began in 
2001 and owns one 4- person boat (a 
quad), two 2-person boats (doubles) and 
four 1-person boats (singles). There are 
24 members in the club. The club does 
not have a coach so, as Kathleen says, 
“We are all coaches to each other.” The 
four women we encountered today had 
been rowing together in the quad for the 
past three summers.

In the St. Catharines’ competition, 
Kathleen, Kris, Denise and Shirley raced 
in the C-category (average age of the 
boaters being between 43 – 49), and came 
in first in the wave of seven boats. Later, 
it was found out that they had the top time 
among all women’s C-category boats 
– 42 boats total. Additionally, they had 
the fastest time of ALL women’s quads, 
including boaters much younger than 
themselves. They had earned the right to 
call themselves World Champions!

When not rowing or racing, Kris is a 
physical therapist, Denise works for the 
3M Company, Shirley volunteers as a 
museum tour guide at a Twin Cities’ art 
museum and Kathleen works for St. Jude 
Medical, a medical device company. 

All four women cheerfully drove my 
husband into town to get a can full of 
gas and brought him back again. Once 
we put the gas in our car, we were on 
our way again. What could have been 
a dark cloud over the day turned out to 
be a chance to meet four very helpful 
and friendly young women – who had 
a great story to tell. I have to think that 
maybe it was fate that we both ended up 
in front of the DNR office at the same 
time on the same day in Roscommon. 
Thank you so much, ladies, for helping 
us out! 



October 2010  Page 13

The eastern Michigan geography known 
as the Blue Water Area is rich in recorded 
history dating back to pre-Revolutionary 
War times. 

There are stories of the fur-trading and 
lumber businesses. We know how farming 
and boat-building were major enterprises. 
Some are aware of how the area supported 
the Underground Railroad to free the 
slaves and of the area’s importance to the 
unlawful distribution of liquor.

“But, wait,” you might say. “I was following your story until you mentioned 
how illegal alcohol played a part in its history.” Allow me to continue. 

This October will mark the 91st anniversary of the congressional passage 
of the Volstead Act. There are few acts of Congress that had a more profound 
affect on the Blue Water Area than the enactment of this law to enforce the 18th 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which banned liquor sales. Once in effect, 
the “noble experiment,” as it was termed, continued until its repeal in 1933.

The illegal sale of alcoholic drinks coupled with the proximity to Canada 
created a tremendous opportunity for organized crime and others who didn’t 
agree with the federal ban. The entire border between Lake St. Clair and Lake 
Huron became a major national distribution center for the unlawful importation 
of liquor that was sold in saloons tagged as “speakeasies.”

During this period many Canadian provinces, including bordering Ontario, 
also created laws to prohibit the retail sale of liquor. The Canadian federal 
government, however, licensed distilleries and breweries to produce and export 
alcoholic beverages. Records indicate that about 50 such businesses existed in 
Ontario alone.

The international border waterway is narrow at various points along its miles 
of shoreline. An example is at Robert’s Landing where a ferry became a popular 
means for smuggling and automobiles carrying illegal liquor could bolt from the 
barge to escape quickly down Robert’s Road into the countryside. 

The miles of shoreline provided numerous hiding spots such as the reeds off 
Dickinson, Russell and Harsens Islands. Belle and Pine Rivers were also known 
as escape routes. It isn’t difficult to understand how the area quickly became a 
“rum-runners” dream. 

Stories told by those who remember suggest that the St. Clair Flats was a 
central point for smuggling. Numerous “speakeasies” existed in the Algonac/
Clay Township area and, due to the lack of adequate law enforcement, 
bootlegging flourished during that era.

It has been said that three-fourths of all liquor smuggled into the United States 
during Prohibition arrived through the waters of Lake St. Clair and the St. Clair 
and Detroit Rivers.

The smugglers of that day were ingenious. Illegal contraband was stored in 
hidden automobile compartments and added gas tanks. Passengers on private 
boats, excursion vessels and crossing ferries would use false bottomed suitcases 
and disguised containers. Whatever the imagination would allow was used. 
Divers can still find evidence of the heavy trafficking of illegal liquor at the 
river’s bottom. 

There are also tales of larger liquor cargo being dragged on sleds beneath 
boats on the St. Clair River. Tunnels between shoreline boathouses and 
residences formerly used for slave traffic to Canada were reopened and used 
for illegal liquor cargo from our foreign neighbor. There were even well-
constructed underwater cable systems. 

At the beginning of Prohibition, enterprising individuals reaped the rewards 
of selling illegally obtained liquor and beer. My own maternal grandmother 
is said to have maintained a small and profitable bootleg business from her 
boarding house. But, for family relations sake, I’ll just end my comments there.

As Prohibition continued, the appetite for alcoholic beverages increased. 
Individual encroachment into the federal prohibition was soon subordinated by 
a larger, more organized crime-related effort. Soon, corruption involving police, 
judges and politicians became a part of the “business of illegal alcohol.” The 
smallest smuggler residing in the Blue Water Area, the hundreds of “blind-pigs” 
throughout the entire Michigan Thumb, and the Detroit-connected gang element 
all sought to reap illicit fortunes. Flaunting of the unpopular law was said to be 
a pandemic. 

Yes, there’s much about the history of our country that can be found in the 
Blue Water Area. Possibly, none more profound or profane then its place as a 
“bootlegging distribution center” for the nation. 

Blue Water Prohibition
By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist
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October is Adopt-A-Shelter-Dog Month
Expert Reveals How to Choose The Best Shelter Dog For Your Family 
Submitted By Russ Handler

Dr. Diane Pomerance wants to 
show everyone how to make your 
family happier – and save a life at 
the same time – in October. The 
American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 
sponsors October as Adopt-a-Shelter-
Dog Month to encourage Americans 
to turn their houses into homes by 
adopting a shelter dog. Each year, 
millions of dogs enter our nation’s 
shelters, yet of the almost 59 million 
owned dogs in this country, fewer 
than 20 percent are shelter adoptees.

Pomerance, an activist who has 
owned more than 40 shelter dogs 
in her lifetime, thinks it’s a shame 
that more people don’t adopt from 
a shelter, because the most faithful, 
healthy and loving dogs are waiting 
there for new homes.

“People sometimes don’t go 
to animal shelters to adopt a dog 
because they have a lot of misin-
formation about these animals,” 
said Pomerance, author of seven 
books about pets, including Our 
Rescue Dog Family Album (www.
animalcompanionsandtheirpeople.
com). “They think, ‘I don’t want to 
inherit someone else’s problem,’ or 
they simply think all the dogs there 
are abused or hard to train, or that 
they won’t be able to find the breed 
that they want. All of those notions 
couldn’t be further from the truth. 
In fact, up to nearly 60 percent of 

dogs in shelters are not strays, but 
pets whose families had to give 
them up because of a loss of income 
or a change in location. These are 
faithful, loving dogs who just need a 
home and some love.”

The key is to know how to choose 
the right pet for your family, and Dr. 
Pomerance offered these tips to help 
families do just that:

 Breed – Check online about the 
different breeds, their temperament, 
health and physical characteristics. 
Find out all you can about the 
specific animal from shelter workers 
and volunteers. 

 Lifestyle – Think about your 
lifestyle and personality in terms of 
the kind of dog that would be more 
compatible with your home and 
your living situation. 

 Activity level – Assess the activ-
ity level and exercise requirements 
of the dog you are considering. Are 
you able to walk your dog several 
times a day and play with him? 

 Age – Figure out what age of the 
animal is best suited to you and your 
family. Which is more compatible 
with your age and lifestyle? Do you 
want an active puppy that needs 
attention and training, a middle-aged 
dog with established behaviors, or 
an older, less active dog? 

 Time – Do you have enough 
time for a quality relationship with 
a dog? Like children, they require 
attention, companionship, patience 

and interaction. They also require 
socialization and obedience training. 

 Budget – Research the costs of 
not only adopting a pet (adoption 
fee), but veterinary care, including 
spay/neuter, vaccinations, potential 
injuries or illness, regular checkups, 
toys, accessories, etc. Factor in costs 
of food, pet sitters or boarding while 
you’re away. Keep in mind many 
pet shelters offer these services 
as part of the adoption fee, or at 
a discounted rate because many 
are not-for-profit organizations 
supported by private donations. 

 Space – Do you have sufficient 
room for a dog to move, eat and 
sleep comfortably? Further, are you 
legally allowed to have a dog on 
the premises/in your community? If 
you rent, make sure you are legally 
allowed to have a pet. 

 Shelter – Find out as much 
about the shelter from which you 
are adopting your pet as possible 
– what is its reputation?  Is it a kill 
or no-kill shelter? What is the track 
record of the successful adoption of 
its dogs?

“Adopting a shelter dog is a 
lifetime choice, as these pets will 
likely spend the rest of their lives 
with you, and it is not something 
that should be taken lightly,” 
Pomerance added. “That being said, 
it is a positive choice, and one that 
will bring joy and love into your 
home and provide your family a 
loyal, caring companion.” 

October is Adopt-A-Shelter Dog Month

About Diane Pomerance
Diane Pomerance has a Ph.D. in Communications from the 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and is widely regarded as a pet 
expert. She has written seven books about animals including the Animal 
Companions Series and her new book Our Rescue Dog Family Album 
(www.animalcompanionsandtheirpeople.com). She created, established 
and currently directs the pioneering and flagship Pet Grief Counseling 
Program for the SPCA of Texas in Dallas.
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3158 Gratiot Boulevard
Marysville, MI 48040

810-388-9400

Redeem this coupon
for up to $500

off a set of digital
hearing aids!

Expires 10-31-10

Lisa Bont, MA-CCC-A
Certified Clinical Audiologist

Hear the sounds of the season
with special fall savings!

Fall is a time of change, so it’s a perfect time to change what
you know about hearing loss! Find out everything you and
your family want to know about your hearing health in
an honest, no-pressure environment. Call 810-388-9400 
today to schedule a consultation with our certified clinical
Audiologist Lisa Bont.

FALL INTO A WORLD OF
BETTER HEARING

FALL INTO A WORLD OF
BETTER HEARING

Ask the Audiologist
By Lisa Bont
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Why can’t I hear on the telephone 
without my hearing aids squealing?

If you can’t get the telephone up 
to your ear without squealing or 
feedback, it is because the hearing 
aids’ microphone is active. You will 
have this identical squealing when/if 
you place your hand over the hearing 
aid while in your ear as well. If your 
hearing aid has a telecoil, you can 
couple the phone directly to the ear 
and eliminate most squealing. With a 
telecoil, you may be required to move 
the phone around to locate the best 
position for optimum hearing and to 
reduce the characteristic humming 
that can sometimes be heard from the 
coil. The telecoil is an added option 
that must be ordered for custom 
hearing aids and is often standard on 
most behind the ear hearing aids. A 
telecoil is a coil placed in the hearing 
aid that picks up the electromagnetic 
field (EMF) from the telephone. To 
activate the telecoil it is necessary to 
push a button or adjust a switch.

Newer technology is available 
for telephone use and can be very 
effective in eliminating hassles 
with the telephone. One new option 

is an autophone response that is 
ordered for your aid. When the 
phone is near the hearing aid it 
will recognize the strong EMF and 
automatically change into a telecoil 
mode. This is often signaled by a 
beeping or melodic beep to let you 
know that it has become active. You 
now won’t have to push or switch 
anything! Another option is a remote 
microphone shell style hearing aid. 
The microphone is actually removed 
from the shell and housed at the fold 
of the ear, called the helix. This area 
shields the microphone and, since it is 
away from the hearing aids’ receiver, 
it is less likely to cause squealing or 
feedback with phone placement. This 
very unique shell style offers many 
more benefits than telephone usage! 
There is also wireless Bluetooth 
compatibility that is available on 
higher end technology hearing aids. 
You can access this by the push of a 
button on a neck worn streamer or 
now a wireless device that clips to 
your clothing. If you are unable to 
purchase any of these new options, 
try using a speaker phone. Although 
this is not as beneficial, it may prove 
helpful. Ask your audiologist for your 
telephone options! 

Michigan Historic Sites

This marker was spotted in Memphis, Michigan. If you spot historic site markers, 
please take a photo and email it to us at ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net so we can 
share these important pieces of local history with our readers. 

Earn $0.42-$0.44 cents per mile

Volunteer Transportation System, P.O. Box 141, Grand Rapids, MI 49501-0141

An Equal Opportunity Employer MF/HW

In need of Caring Drivers

1-800-630-5821

by transporting people in your community to much needed medical appointments. 
Volunteer drivers are required to have a safe, reliable 2000 or newer 4-door vehicle 
and an excellent driving record. Drivers are reimbursed for mileage and phone calls. 
If interested, please call 1-800-630-5821 or apply online at hopenetwork.org.
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In the United States, about six out 
of every ten pets are overweight. 
Obesity is one of the major factors 
contributing to joint pain and to many 
disease processes, such as diabetes 
and pancreatitis. Dogs and cats that 
are not overweight can sometimes 
live up to two years longer than those 
that carry extra pounds, especially 
as they age. Different breeds of dogs 
show signs of aging at different 
times, and much of this variation is 
associated with size. Larger dogs 
generally appear “old” sooner than 
smaller dogs. The table below 
lists the approximate age at which 
the various age groups should be 
transitioned to senior foods. New 
research has led to groundbreaking 
nutrition for senior pets.

WEIGHT RANGE
AGE TO START 
TRANSITION

More than 90 lbs. 5 years
51 to 90 lbs. 6 years
21 to 50 lbs. 7 years
Up to 20 lbs. 7 years

Cats don’t vary as drastically in 
size as dogs. They generally are 
considered seniors at 7 years.

Specific nutrients have now been 
identified that can help your senior 
pet maintain vitality and good 
health. Nutrients, such as gamma 
linolenic acid (GLA) and fish oils, 

provide the fatty acids that give 
your pet’s coat an excellent shine 
and also help with a variety of skin 
problems. Antioxidant blends of 
vitamin E, lutein and beta-carotene 
help boost the immune system. 
Special fiber sources, such as beet 
pulp and fructooligosaccharides 
(FOS), are used to stabilize a 
senior dog’s digestive system and 
support a healthy intestinal tract. 
Special carbohydrate blends of 
healthy grains for sustained energy 
and glucosamine and chondroitin 
sulfate to help lubricate stiff joints 
and decrease inflammation within 
the joint are also helpful. Older, 
less active pets can be more prone 
to weight gain. Controlling their 
weight will help protect them 
against the potentially negative 
health effects associated with 
obesity. You’ll see optimal results 
with weight-control diets offering 
these key characteristics: reduced 
fat levels, L-carnitine, which is a 
key nutrient that helps burn fat and 
maintain muscle mass during weight 
loss, and special carbohydrate 
blends that help maintain energy 
while managing weight loss. 

 When picking out a food that is 
best suited for your pet, here are 
some guidelines to consider. Ex-
perts on pet nutrition point out that 
suggested serving sizes are just that 
– suggestions. Calorie needs vary 
greatly depending on your pet’s 
breed, size and activity level. Pound 
for pound, the well-known brands 

sold in supermarkets and major pet 
food chains are certainly less expen-
sive. However, many pet-nutrition 
experts say that the initial cost differ-
ence doesn’t tell the whole story. Ac-
cording to these experts, the higher-
quality ingredients in premium foods 
mean your pet will actually eat less 
compared to a less expensive brand 
of food. Furthermore, according to 
the Food and Drug Administration’s 
Center for Veterinary Medicine, 
looking for a certification label by 
the Association of American Feed 
Control Officials is a very impor-
tant factor in choosing a pet food. 
In order for a pet food to be labeled 
“a complete and balanced” diet, it 
must be substantiated for nutritional 
adequacy by one of two means: 
either by being tested following the 
AAFCO Feeding Trial Protocol or by 
containing ingredients formulated to 
provide levels of nutrients that meet 
a specific profile set by AAFCO. 
Another important aspect is choosing 
a food that has whole meat or whole 
meat meal (lamb meal, chicken meal, 
etc.) as its top ingredient. Grain 
sources should also be whole grains, 
as opposed to processed products. 
Avoid meat by-products, meat-and-
bone meals and look for preserva-
tives like tocopherols (vitamin E) or 
vitamin C (ascorbate).

Exercise is an important part of 
weight and disease management.

Low impact forms of exercise, 
like leash walks and swimming, 
may be necessary if your dog has 
arthritis. Doing several short periods 
of exercise as opposed to one long 

period will also help decrease any 
discomfort from arthritis. In addition, 
most overweight dogs will not 
naturally walk at a pace that generates 
the elevated heart rates needed for 
sustained aerobic activity. Walking 
for weight loss is very different from 
walking for pleasure. Here is a sample 
schedule to get you started:

Week 1: 30 minutes total 10 
minutes brisk followed by 20 
minutes casual pace. 

Week 2: 30 minutes total 15 
minutes brisk followed by 15 
minutes casual pace.

Week 3: 30 minutes total 20 
minutes brisk followed by 10 
minutes casual pace.

Week 4: 35-40 minutes total 30 
minutes brisk followed by 5-10 
minutes casual pace.

Week 5+: 35-60 minutes total, 
two 20- to 30-minute walks per 
day: 15-25 minutes brisk followed 
by 5 minutes casual pace.

Any of these routines can be 
split up into multiple shorter walks 
throughout the day.

 For cats, using a mouse-on-
a-string or other toys that can 
stimulate activity, like those that 
release kibble as they roll around or 
a laser light, can be helpful. 

Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a 
veterinarian at Maple Veterinary 
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in 
Troy, Michigan. The hospital website 
is: www.MapleVeterinaryHospital.
com. Dr. DiBenedetto can be 
reached at (248) 585-2622 for other 
pet related questions.

Helping Your Senior Pet to Maintain Vitality and Good Health

We Offer 
5.00% to 
7.00%

APY
Terms and conditions apply. Quantities limited, rates subject to change. ©2010

Disappointed with current interest rates on Bank CDs?

Multi-year 
Contracts
Fixed Rate 
of Return

Email: betterreturns@comcast.net • Phone: 586.873.0567 • Fax: 586.648.8218

www.better-returns.net
Extremely Safe A-AAA Rated Insurance Carriers

Call 586.873.-0567 now for a FREE product brochure!Call 586.873.-0567 now for a FREE product brochure!
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Your Dehumidifier Versus Humidex™

Consumers have primarily utilized 
dehumidifiers as a means of low-
ering indoor moisture levels. The 
fact remains that dehumidifiers are 
extremely costly to run in electrical 
usage; require daily maintenance; 
do not address the issue of ventila-
tion and air exchange; recycle the 
same stale air again and again; and 
scariest of all, they can overheat 
and cause a fire. In fact according to 
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, at least 1.5 million 
dehumidifiers were recalled in 2002 
for this reason alone. 

ABC Heating & Cooling has 
the solution and recommends 
Humidex over any dehumidifier. 
Why? Because it beats standard 
dehumidifiers on every level. 
Humidex is an alternative unit that 
is not only 90% less expensive 
to run, but has the added benefit 
of a continuous air exchange for 
improved air quality, and the 
reduction of risks associated with 
moisture and mold and radon. 
Call ABC Heating & Cooling 
professionals for a comparison cost 
today! Here’s why: 

• Humidex uses only 38 watts, 

saving hundreds of dollars each 
year. Dehumidifier wattage 
translates to several hundreds of 
dollars each year. The average 
monthly cost is only $5 per month 
in electricity versus an average of 
$40 to $70 for a dehumidifier. Some 
high capacity dehumidifiers can cost 
as much as $100 or more a month. 

• Humidex provides moisture 
control for the entire basement, 
crawl space and the upper 
levels as well. Dehumidifiers 
provide moisture control within a 
specified area, resulting in a need 
for additional units to achieve 
moisture reduction throughout. 
Dehumidifiers do not provide the 
circulation needed to dry out the 
structure. Dehumidifiers do not 
create airflow over maximum 
surfaces, therefore leaving areas 
with stagnant moist air. 

• Humidex saves $500 a year 
over just one dehumidifier -- with 
our 10-year warranty that’s a 
savings of over $5,000. There are 
different units to fit everyone’s 
needs. 

Call ABC Heating & Cooling at 
(810) 794-5678 today and save.

a multiservice company that you can trust

ABC Home & Commercial 
Service Center

Heating & Cooling Division

Includes:
• Check and clean all 

motors 
(oil as needed)

• Check heat exchanger
• Check burners
• Check all electrical 

components and 
thermostat

• Check safety and 
limit controls for 
proper operation 
per manufacturers 
specifications

• Check gas pressures
*  Parts and filters not included

$79

$ 89.00

Furnace
Inspection & 

Cleaning

-$ 10.00 New 
Customer 
Discount

Air Conditioning
Inspection & 

Cleaning

$ 89.00
-$ 10.00 New 

Customer 
Discount

   

Furnace 
Inspection & Cleaning

No overtime or service charge! • No trip or port to port charge!

• We service all makes and models 
of heating & cooling equipment.

• We install all makes and models 
of furnaces, humidifiers, indoor air 
quality products, ultraviolet.

• Do you notice musty smells, 
moisture problems, have Radon or 
VOC’s? We can help to solve your 
problems. Ask us about Humidex™!

• Our service rates are $65/hour  
(1 hour min).

Is Your Heating Bill Too High?
Call now to schedule your appointment for a furnace tune up. 

24-hour Service! No Overtime Charges!
Emergency Service Numbers!

8 1 0 . 4 2 0 . 2 1 1 2
8 1 0 . 6 1 4 . 8 0 3 4
8 1 0 . 5 3 3 . 4 0 0 3

Clip and Save These Emergency Numbers!

Call 810.794.5678
email us at abcbees@comcast.net or visit us on the web at www.abcbees.com

Ask About Our Senior Discounts!

Humidex Ventilation System
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Memoirs from 
 The Restless Retiree
Refrigerator in the Garage? Yes! Yes! Yes!
By Gabriel Jones, ThumbPrint News Columnist

A few weeks ago we had a very 
pleasant family gathering under our 
gazebo on our patio. Everything 
went well, even though it rained 
in the middle of the day. We were 
outside for a while, inside when it 
rained, and outside again in the dry 
area under the gazebo. Everyone 
had a good time. 

However, if we have another gath-
ering on our patio, we still have to 
do the following preparation again: 
we had to have THREE ice-filled 
coolers on the patio to place bever-
ages in. Soft drinks in one, beer in 

another and juice drinks in the third 
for the smaller ones in the crowd.

Preparation and heavy lifting 
from the refrigerator in the 
basement: Ouch! 

Refrigerator in the garage: Yes!
Going in the house to get snacks, 

cheese dips, herring, etc. from a 
refrigerator (either in the basement 
or in the kitchen): Ouch!

Refrigerator in the garage: Yes!
Dirt on your shoes, going 

back and forth from patio to 
refrigerators in the kitchen or the 
basement: Ouch!

Refrigerator in the garage: Yes!
Just imagine what a refrigerator 

in the garage can do for the well 

being of the family.
You don’t dirty up the floors of 

the house going back and forth, you 
have more strength and well being 
to enjoy a get-together. 

Yes! Yes! Yes! I have solved 
another problem!

Put a refrigerator in the garage 
to save your health and sanity in 
planning another family gathering 
outside.

Wife in background:
“Gabriel, now you have to 

move all that stuff and clean up 
the garage to make room for the 
refrigerator!”

Another lesson learned by The 
Restless Retiree. 

9166 Marine City Highway
Casco Township, MI 48064

586.716.5000

Your Full Service Shop

Inspect cooling system, check air flow, and check AC pres-
sures. Freon and AC dye extra. Coupon expires 6/30/10

FREETRANSMISSION 
FLUSH

Expires 10/31/10. Synthetic extra. Up to 16 quarts.

Complete Auto & Truck Repair
1-Year/12,000 Mile Warranty (no questions asked!)

 New and used tires
 Oil change and lube 
(synthetic available)

 Tune-ups
 Batteries and wiper 
blades

 Cooling system flush
 Transmission fluid flush
 Brake system flush
 Fuel system flush (gas 
and diesel)

 Electrical and lighting 
system service

Maintenance Services
 Complete diagnostics 
(check engine lights,  
ABS lights)

 Engine repair and 
replacement

 Transmission repair and 
replacement

 4x4 system service and 
repair

 Complete brake system 
repair

 Complete suspension 
repair

Repair Services

Decorating Supplies!
Stop in and see our NEW selection of 

cake decorating supplies.

35443 23 Mile Road
New Baltimore, MI 48047

586.925.1239
www.sweetescapespastry.com

Bring in this ad and get 
$1 off any

$5 purchase
Excluding Decorating Supplies.

Expires 10/31/2010

Open Tues.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Fri. 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Closed Sunday and Monday

Halloween Sugar 
      Cookies!
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Home Insulation Pays You $$$ Back!

Ke
ep

s 
yo

u 
w

ar
m

 in
 w

in
te

r.

Keeps you cool in summer.

Insulation is the simplest, most effective and cheapest way to 
make your house more energy efficient. You can save 40% on 
heating and cooling bills. Insulation can also reduce condensation 
on walls and ceilings to improve health outcomes.

We can insulate any existing home:
• Brick • Vinyl • Wood • Aluminum • Block 

Tax crediTs are sTill available!

Call today for a free 
estimate!

PLAY FOOTBALL - GET NOTICED - GET PAID - BE A  PART OF THE TEAM 

Registration begins at 8:00 am in the Port Huron Northern High School 
gymnasium. The cost is $50. Cash or money orders accepted only! The regis-

tration fee is non-refundable. Early registration is $5 off  and must be sub-
mitted before try-out day.  You may pre-register online at 

www.phpredators.com or by calling our office at (810) 824-3497.   

Phone: 810-824-3497 
Fax: 810-824-3498 
Website: www.phpredators.com 

3377 Sapphire Lane  
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 

Port Huron Predators  
Professional Indoor Football Club, LLC. 

Port Huron Professional Indoor Football 
COMING FEBRUARY 2011! 

TRYOUTS! 
 

OCTOBER 16th 
9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Port Huron Northern High School 

REAL ESTATE
I Can
Help!

For All Your Real Estate Needs
Now And In The Future

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

• 29 years full time services
• Lifelong resident
• Representing buyers & sellers

Call for details!

Serving Macomb County
All price ranges. All shapes & sizes.

Great time to move up or scale down.

1-866-325-4632 Direct Toll Free Or 586-718-5147

COMPLETE LIST OF CURRENT & SOLD PROPERTIES
Linda LaCroix

Visit my web page at www.LindaLaCroix.com

Country property, vacation property, 
lake, river & canal front property, investment properties

FREE Notary Public Service
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Physician HealthCare Network

Urgent Care Centers
South Clinic 1641 10th Street Port Huron (810) 984-5700

Marysville Clinic 3350 Gratiot Marysville (810) 364-4000

North Clinic 4190 24th Avenue Ft. Gratiot (810) 989-7770

Lexington Clinic 5730 Main Street Lexington (810) 359-2605

Ira Township 10127 MC Highway Ira Township (586) 716-1371

Bud’s Garage & Auto Mortuary

We Buy Scrap Cars We Buy Household Scrap

20

And Every Metal In Between!

9436 Nook Road • Algonac, MI 48001
Phone (810) 794-3741 • Night (810) 974-4581

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9-5
Sat. 9-1
Closed Sunday

Damage Free
Wheel LiftBud’s

Garage
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By Linda J. Baker
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

Growing up, my 
husband, Aaron, and 
I were surrounded by 
music. Mine was big 
band and classical with 
Mom and I playing 
the French horn. 
Aaron’s was old-time 
with Granddad on the 
fiddle, Grandma on the 
autoharp, Dad on the 

guitar and several uncles playing 
various stringed instruments. Their 
venues included weddings, barn 
dances and appearances at Emil’s 
Buffalo Farm. Both families danced 
a lot. When my husband and I 
retired, a new hobby was in order. 
In 2006, an Elderhostel’s mountain 
dulcimer class seemed to peak 
our interest. During that week in 
Kentucky, we discovered that the 
mountain dulcimer is very simple 
to learn and to play, and it can be 
enjoyed by musicians and non-

Mountain Dulcimer? What’s That?
musicians, adults and children. 

The word “dulcimer” was created 
by combining the Latin word dulcis 
meaning “sweet” and the Greek 
word melos meaning “sound”. It’s 
also referred to as an Appalachian 
dulcimer, lap dulcimer, mountain 
dulcimer, fretted dulcimer, Kentucky 
dulcimer, dulcimore, dulcymore, 
harmony, harmonium and hog fiddle. 
The mountain dulcimer is America’s 
oldest folk instrument and a truly 
authentic American creation with an 
Appalachian look 
and sound. Its 
European ances-
tors include the 
Swedish Hummel 
and Norwegian 
Langeliek, the 
French Epinette 
des Vosges and 
the German 
Scheitholt. Varia-
tions spread from 
the Appalachians 
of southern 
Pennsylvania into 
Ohio, Virginia, 
West Virginia, 
Kentucky, Ten-
nessee and North 
Carolina. 

Many of the traditional mountain 
dulcimer songs are rooted in the 
English and Celtic tradition, as 
many of the late 1700s/early 1800s 
settlers of western Carolina and 
eastern Tennessee were of English 
and Scots-Irish descent. The 
dulcimer design produces a droning 
sound which the Scots and Irish 
settlers liked and the English found 
to be an appropriate accompaniment 
to their ballads. Since wire was 
scarce in the wilderness, the 
dulcimer was limited to only 3 
or 4 strings, which also made it 

adaptable to more types of 
music. A raised fingerboard made 
picking of jigs and reels easier. 
Individuals built these simplified 
instruments for their families and 
close neighbors and also peddled 
them along with staples such as salt, 
needles and other items.

The rediscovery of folk music in 
the 1950s and 60s saved the instru-
ment from obscurity with the help of 
Kentuckian Jean Ritchie, who intro-
duced the instrument to New York 

City audiences. 
Since then, the 
dulcimer has 
gained popular-
ity outside of 
the mountains 
and is played 
by amateur and 
professional 
musicians alike. 
Most songs are 
finger-plucked or 
strummed using 
a plastic pick, 
while some re-
quire the use of a 
“noter” (wooden 
stick) to produce 
an old-timey 

twang. Chording, rather than pick-
ing a single string has become 
commonplace. 

In Kentucky, Aaron and I used 
cardboard dulcimers which had 
surprisingly good sound and volume. 
Used primarily for teaching purpos-
es, they’re rugged and inexpensive. 
Dulcimers are built using a variety of 
woods, plywood, laminates and some 
experimental carbon fiber. Each 
variation produces a different voice 
(sound). Options to consider are: 
number of strings, sound hole shapes 
and the basic shape of the dulcimer. 
One unusual shape is the “courting 

dulcimer” which has one large body 
and two separate fingerboards. The 
instrument is laid across the laps of 
two individuals who are facing each 
other and used to play duets. In times 
past, young courting couples were al-
lowed to be alone only while playing 
the courting dulcimer. That assured 
parents that no mischief was going 
on as long as they could hear music. 
Toes could touch, but all hands were 
needed to play the dulcimer! 

At a luthier’s suggestion, we 
bought dulcimers made of different 
woods which would produce 
different but complimentary tones: 
my walnut’s deep warm sound 
complements Aaron’s brighter 
cherry tone. Beyond the basics, 
there are many playing styles, 
techniques and accessories which 
we felt needed an instructor’s 
guidance. However, finding one 
locally was difficult. A common 
response to our search was, “What’s 
that?” After a while, self-motivation 
waned and our beautiful instruments 
gathered dust. 

Two years later, while browsing 
through the St. Clair County 
Library’s newsletter, I read about 
a mountain dulcimer Christmas 
concert at the Algonac/Clay 
branch. We eagerly attended and 
just as eagerly signed up for the 
beginners’ class under the tutelage 
of Bernadette Hughes. 

It seems that while we were 
looking for an instructor, Bernie 
was also searching for dulcimer 
players. This “snow bird” had 
been pickin’ and grinnin’ down in 

Linda Baker’s hobby is playing the mountain 
dulcimer.

Aaron Baker playing the mountain dulcimer
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Alabama, but now, after returning 
to Algonac, was without playmates. 
Venturing into the Algonac/Clay 
Library, she inquired about local 
mountain dulcimer groups. Like 
us, she received the same response: 
“What’s that?” After a quick 
trip to her car, Bernie produced 
her dulcimer and gave a short 
demonstration. People saw that it’s 
a beautiful instrument, to both the 
eye and ear, and the library offered 
to sponsor the class if Bernie gave 
lessons. The rest is history. 

Since, November 2007, our 
group, the “River Strings of St. 
Clair County,” has gathered 20 
members and each one is as unique 
as their instrument. We play 
primarily mountain dulcimers, with 
a banjo, mandolin, bass, guitars, 
penny whistle and a few silly 
“toys” rounding out the sound. (We 
would love to have a fiddler!) We 
have various backgrounds, skill 
levels and ages. Five are couples. 
We come from Algonac, China 
Twp., Harsens Island, Marine City, 
Marysville, Memphis, Riley, Romeo 
and Rochester Hills. Occasionally 
we’re joined by groups from St. 
Clair Shores and Lexington. If you 

are interested in meeting or joining 
us, we meet Tuesdays, 9:30 – 11:30 
a.m., at the Algonac/Clay Library. 
There are no dues or fees thanks to 
the library’s sponsorship. 

Our River Strings play list consists 
of old-time folk and gospel melodies, 
ballads, gentle waltzes, rowdy fiddle 
tunes, holiday music and sing-alongs. 
When we’re all together, we can 
produce a sound suitable for large 
events. Due to the dulcimer’s soft 
“voice”, quiet inside settings are 
preferred. As mountain dulcimer 
ambassadors, we’ve performed at 
the Algonac/Clay Library, Algonac 
Musicpalooza, Big River Grille, 
Border’s Bookstore, churches 
(Marine City Holy Cross, Algonac 
United Methodist), Emmett’s 
Day, Lexington’s Thumbfest, Red 
Brick School and Museum and the 
Washington Life Center. We’ve also 
attended national workshops held 
in Kentucky. Locally, Michigan’s 
annual Evart and Midland dulcimer 
fests offer valuable information, 
classes and great music presented 
by excellent instructors. Much 
information can be found on line. 

We invite you to come and 
discover the mountain dulcimer’s 

charms Saturday, October 2, as we 
host nationally renowned instructor 
Stephen Seifert. He’ll present a day 
of mountain dulcimer workshops 
from 10:30 a.m.-5:45 p.m. at the St. 
Catherine’s Activity Center, 1106 
St. Clair Blvd. in Algonac. Fees 
are payable at the registration table 
($20 for 1 class; $35 for 2 classes; 
$45 for 3-4 classes). Stephen’s 7:00 
p.m. concert is free to all workshop 

attendees or is $8 for non-attendees 
($20 per family of 3+). Following 
the concert, Stephen has invited 
the public to jam with him. Bring 
your acoustical instruments or just 
tap your toes! Stephen’s books 
and CDs will also be available for 
purchase. For more information, 
class descriptions and registration, 
e-mail albaker@glis.net or call 
(810) 488-1395.  

The River Strings in Kentucky
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Rockin Halloween Eve
Saturday, October 30, 2010

Music By

The George Brothers Band
Formally of Mitch Ryder and The Detroit Wheels

60’s ~ 70’s ~ 80’s

$15 Advanced Tickets ~ $18 at the Door
Food, Pop & Wine Included

Beer Available
Music from 8 pm to Midnight

Doors open at 7 Pm
“ Be Young, Have Fun, Lets Rock ”

www.myspace.com/thegeorgebrothers

 Marysville K of C Hall
COrner of Range and Ravenswood Rd

for tickets contact
810-364-6800
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Hall Rentals for Most Occasions!

4521 Ravenswood Road
(Corner of Range Rd. & Ravenswood)

Kimball, MI 48074

810.364.6800

Farmer’s Market
Every Friday May-October

Plants, Vegetables, Arts & Crafts, 
Garage Sale Items, Baked Good.

All Welcome!
BINGO

Sundays @ 1:30 p.m., Tuesdays @ 
10:30 a.m., Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m.

• Weddings • Receptions • Reunions • Anniversaries & More!

The area’s oldest & largest muffler shop!
In this location for 32 years!

$3,585
2000 Dodge Dakota

V6., 5-Speed

$12,995
2007 Buick Rendezvous

FWD, 3rd Row Seat

$10,495
2006 Pontiac G6

4-Dr., Auto, Air, PW

Sale!$10,995
2006 Pontiac Montana

4-Dr., V6,PW/PL, T/C

$8,9954X4.

$13,995
2005 GMC Sierra

4X4, Heated Seats, Ext Cab

$6,995
2006 Chevy Aveo

4-Dr., Air, Auto

• Auto Repair • Brakes • Tune Ups 
• Tires • Front End Alignments
• Air Conditioning• Exhaust & Custom • Shocks & Struts

Family 

Owned by 

Gary and 

Patti Forst!

SALE
Fall  Truck Load

We’ve got a cure for baldness!
Goodyear, Dunlop, Cooper,

Kelly & More!
FREE RADIATOR 

CHECK UP

Inspect antifreeze level,
temperature, belts and hoses.

Coupon Expires 10/31/10

2002 Chevy Trailblazer
Sale!

Coming & Going Daily
Trades Welcome

Cars
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Fall Harvest Campout at Algonac State Park

Residential & Commercial

Roofing Roofing
FREE ESTIMATES

• All Roof Repairs • Reroof and Tear Offs • Windows. Siding and Trim
• New and
   Pre-existing
   Construction

The perfect fall family get-away would be a camping trip to the lovely 
Algonac State Park, located right on the gorgeous St. Clair River, where 
freighters from around the world pass by several times a day.

Even better would be to plan the trip for the weekend of October 8 
through 10, when the State Park celebrates its annual Fall Harvest Campout! 
This weekend of camping fun involves events for the whole family to enjoy. 

On Saturday, October 9, there are free coffee and donuts at the host sites in 
the Riverfront and Wagon Wheel campgrounds in the morning. At lunchtime 
local donors will be providing free hot dogs, fruit drinks and popcorn at the 
sites, until they run out. Campers go all out to decorate their camp sites and 
voting for the best decorated site takes place throughout the day, with one 
voting ballot being given to each site. The winner is declared on Saturday 
evening. The winning site and the runner ups will receive prizes donated by 
local merchants. 

The culmination of the fun takes place from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on 
Saturday evening, when all of the trick-or-treaters visit individual camp sites 
for candy and goodies. 

All events for the Fall Harvest Campout, including the trick-or-treating, 
are open only to registered campers and their bona-fide visitors. More 
details can 
be had by 
contacting the 
Park directly 
at (810) 
765-5605. 
Call now for 
your camping 
reservations, as 
this is a very 
popular event 
weekend! 

Whispering Pines Animal Kingdom

Educational Programs

Whispering Pines Animal Kingdom offers a “class act” program with 
rare and unique animals from around the world. We bring about a dozen 
animals including a young monkey, sloth, hedgehogs, reptiles and more! 
This animal experience will amaze and educate children of all ages! 
The program is also great for birthday parties, nursing homes, church 
functions and more! Don't forget we are still open through the end of 
October for tours at the facility. 

Educational Programs at Whispering Pines
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family and friends of Foxfire Farm 
and ABC Home and Commercial 
Services – and a few volunteers as 
well. This year added talent will be 
pooled as a pumpkin carving contest 
has been added. A top prize of $150 
will be awarded to the winner in the 
ages 20 and older class, a $100 prize 
for ages 13-19 and a $50 prize for 
ages 12 and under. All of the entries 
will be displayed at the Night Filled 
with Pumpkin Light. (For details on 
the contest and an entry form, see 
page 30.)

The Night Filled with Pumpkin 
Light is anticipated to be bigger and 
better than ever, with lots of new 
activities added, including three 
bounce houses – the Princess House, 
one based on the Pirates of the 
Caribbean and one from the Disney 
movie Cars. In addition there will 
be a Creepy Crawly Bug Display 
(with actual giant spiders, tarantulas, 
and other insects from around the 

world), a straw maze, games and the 
ever popular Kiddiepillar ride. Food 
vendors, including Achatz Soups, the 
Algonac Coney Island with hotdogs, 
Paul’s Bakery with luscious baked 
goods, Richmond Meat Packers 
with barbeque, the Sweet Tooth with 
candy galore and others, will be set 
up to satisfy the hunger pangs of 
young and old alike. 

Scarecrows 
entered in the brand 
new ThumbPrint 
News Scarecrow 
Contest will also 
be on display, from 
traditional figures 
to contemporary 
imaginative creations. The contest 
is open to all ages and there is a 
$150 prize for first place! (See the 
Scarecrow Contest ad and entry form 
on page 31.)

A highly anticipated new event 
has been added for those ladies who 
are brave enough to partake – the 
Raiders of the Lost Gem Mine. 
Those daring women who want a 
chance to earn a $25 gift certificate 
to Coughlin Jewelers in St. Clair 
will be blindfolded and will reach 
into a tank filled with giant hissing 
Madagascar cockroaches. The 
contestant must feel around for a 
gemstone hidden in the tank to win. 
How many will dare? We’ll have 
to wait and see! Contestants will 
make a donation of $5 in order to 
participate, which will go towards 
the Smile Train, a charity which 
provides free surgery for children 
around the world who are born with 
cleft palates. (Foxfire Farm in the 

Over 400 intricately carved pumpkins will be on 
display at the Night Filled With Pumpkin Light.

PUMPKIN LIGHTS: Family Fun
Continued from Page 1

Pumpkin carvers get ready for the Night Filled with Pumpkin Light.

past has been able to send enough 
money to the Smile Train to provide 
for surgery for five children through 
the kind donations of Foxfire Farm’s 
customers and employees.)

Tickets for the Night Filled with 
Pumpkin Light are $4.50 for adults 
and $2.50 for children ages 2-12 if 
you buy your tickets ahead of time. 
Tickets sold at the door will be $5 
for adults and $3 for children ages 
2-12. Children under the age of two 
are free. Because the popularity of 
this event has grown tremendously 
and the crowds are expected to 
turn out in droves, there will be no 
parking available at Foxfire Farm. 
The parking lot will be closed off 
for the various activities. Instead, 
parking will be available at 8557 
Marsh Road in Clay Township, 
which is ¾ of a mile south of 
Foxfire Farm Country Store. This 
is the former Seaway Drive-In 
property that is currently owned by 
the Algonac Baptist Church. The 
cost for parking is a $5 per vehicle 

donation, which will go to the 
church. A shuttle will be waiting to 
drive people to Foxfire Farm and the 
Night Filled with Pumpkin Light. 

For those families looking to do 
something different this Halloween, 
the Night Filled with Pumpkin Light 
in Clay Township is the one event 
they don’t want to overlook. It is 
sure to become a yearly tradition.  

Ladies attending can try their luck at the Raiders of the Lost Gem Mine (see ad on page 3). If you’re 
brave enough to reach into a tank of Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches, you could win a $25 gift 
certificate to Coughlin Jewelers. Proceeds for this game will go to the Smile Train. 
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Vendors & sponsors

Will be onsite offering 
these soups:

Chilling Chicken Noodle
Haunting Hungarian Mushroom

Terrifying Tomato Basil
Beastly Beef Barley

Will be onsite offering: Will be onsite offering:

Will be onsite offering:
Hot Dogs 

Will be onsite offering:
Pulled Pork SandwiTches

October 22, 23 & 24 from 7:00 - 10:00 P.M.

8111 Saint Clair Highway
Casco, MI 48064-1417
(586) 727-1452 335 South Water Street

Marine City, MI 48039
(810) 765-4070

330 South Water 
Street, Marine City, 
MI 48039
(810) 765-4323

1065 Saint Clair River Drive
Algonac, MI 48001
(810) 512-5184

68104 Main Street
Richmond, MI 48062
(586) 727-1450Pumpkin Pie

Cakes
Cookies

Ice CreamHalloweenCandy

ABC Home & Commercial Services
Achatz Soup
Algonac Coney Island
Coughlin Jewelers
Foxfire Farm Country Store & Floral Shop

Memories Abound Moonwalks
Paul’s Bakery
Richmond Meat Packers
Sweet Tooth
ThumbPrint News
Trendy Teens & Tots Consignment

At FoxFire FArm’s third AnnuAl night 
Filled With pumpkin light 

(see Ad next pAge) 
We’ll hAVe pumpkins & more!

3 Bounce Houses!
Creepy Crawly Cool Bug Display

Straw Maze!
Games!
Food!

Kiddiepillar Rides!

Scarecrow Contest!Cash Prize!(see ad page 31)

Pumpkin Carving 

Contest!
Cash Prizes!
(see ad page 30)
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Foxfire Farm's Third  Annual Night 
Filled with Pumpkin  Light
October 22, 23 & 24 from 7:00 - 10:00 P.M.

Foxfire Farm Country Store
Clay Township, MI

For Presale Tickets call 810-794-5108
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Foxfire Farm's Third  Annual Night 
Filled with Pumpkin  Light
October 22, 23 & 24 from 7:00 - 10:00 P.M.

Foxfire Farm’s Third Annual Night Filled with 
Pumpkin Light will be held on October 22, 
23 & 24 from 7:00-10:00 p.m. There will be 
more than 400 uniquely carved and decorated 
pumpkins lit inside our warm greenhouse for 
the viewing pleasure of everyone in the family! 
Our goal this year is to get 1,000 pumpkins! 
This is an event you don’t want to miss!

Plenty of activities for the 
whole family to enjoy!

Parking
No parking will be available at Foxfire Farm. 
Parking for this event will be at The Algonac 
Baptist Church Events Area, 8567 Marsh Road 
in Clay Township (¾ mile south of Foxfire 
Farm, former Seaway Drive-In property). 
Cost for parking is a $5 donation that will go 
to the Algonac Baptist Church. A shuttle will 
be waiting to drive you to Foxfire Farm and 
the Night Filled With Pumpkin Light!

For more information, 
contact us at (810) 794-5108 

or Email us at 
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
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Registration Form:  Please include a $5 payment for each pumpkin entered.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone No.: _____________________________________________________  Email Address: _________________________________

I will enter ________ pumpkin(s) in the      ☐ 12 & Under      ☐ 13-19      ☐ 20 & Older      Category

ThumbPrint News Pumpkin Carving Contest
8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township • (810) 794-2300

Payment Method:

☐ Check (made payable to ThumbPrint News)

☐ Cash (if mailing or faxing, do not send cash)

Registration forms and fees must be received by October 20. Registration fees are non-refundable. Finished (carved) pumpkins must be at Foxfire Farm Country Store 
at 8061 Marsh Road in Clay Township on October 22 by 3:00 p.m. to be eligible. Pumpkins must remain at Foxfire Farm from October 22-24 for the Third Annual 
Night Filled With Pumpkin Light display. Winners will be announced and prizes will be awarded on October 24 at 8:00 p.m. Foxfire Farm and ThumbPrint News are not 
responsible for the condition of the pumpkin after the event.

VISA              MASTERCARD               DISCOVER               AMEX

CARD #  _____________   _____________   _____________   _____________           ___________  ___________
3 digit codeExpiration date

Fax this form with your credit card 
information to 810-794-3288
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Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone No.: _____________________________________________________  Email Address: _________________________________

I will enter ________ scarecrow(s) in the contest

Payment Method:

☐ Check (made payable to ThumbPrint News)

☐ Cash (if mailing or faxing, do not send cash)

VISA              MASTERCARD               DISCOVER               AMEX

CARD #  _____________   _____________   _____________   _____________           ___________  ___________
3 digit codeExpiration date

Fax this form with your credit card 
information to 810-794-3288

Registration Form:  Please include a $5 payment for each scarecrow entered.

ThumbPrint News Scarecrow Contest
8061 Marsh Road • Clay Township • (810) 794-2300

Registration forms and fees must be received by October 20. Registration fees are non-refundable. Finished scarecrows must be at Foxfire Farm Country Store at 8061 
Marsh Road in Clay Township on October 22 by 3:00 p.m. to be eligible. Scarecrows will be displayed at Foxfire Farm from October 22-24 for the Third Annual Night Filled 
With Pumpkin Light display. Winners will be announced and prizes will be awarded on October 24 at 8:00 p.m. Scarecrows become the property of Foxfire Farm and may 
be used throughout the year at the Foxfire Farm Botanical Gardens.
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Mommy Gets Schooled
By Maggie Lamond Simone
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

It was a weird kind of quiet.
The kids were back at school after 

a long summer and we both had the 
morning off. After the last bus pulled 
away we were faced with an almost 
otherworldly quiet; even the pets seemed 
to know it was an unusual morning and 
called a truce to their usual sleep-fueled 
quest for world domination. My husband 
and I were drinking our coffee in our 
usual spots, me in my office and he in his 
reading chair in the family room.  

But it was dead quiet. As the morning 
progressed, we moved about the kitchen 
like ghosts, not quite running into each 
other but not quite acknowledging each 
other either. There was no tension or 
anything; there was just . . . quiet.

When I finally spoke, it was as 
though I were shouting. “Hi,” I said. It 
actually echoed.

“Hi,” he replied.
“Um . . . I’m Maggie,” I said, putting 

out my hand.
He shook my hand and replied, “Darn 

nice to meet you.”
“Want to go shopping or something 

before your afternoon meeting?” I asked. 
He was thoughtful for a moment and 

then said, “That’s a good idea. We need 
to do something together. It seems that 
we just go from one thing to the next 
with the kids and don’t make any time 
for us anymore.” 

It was true. I silently went over the 
layout of our weeks for the last several 
months: Mondays and Wednesdays 
were the girl’s karate nights, Tuesdays 
and Fridays were the boy’s workout 
nights, Thursdays were my teaching 
nights. By the time Saturday nights 
rolled around, about the last thing we 
wanted to do was go out. 

 And so we rarely, if ever, spent time 
alone together. Even at nighttime, after 
the kids go to bed, our conversation is 
limited by our own different bedtimes; 
I have found that he’s infinitely more 
agreeable when he’s sleeping, but 
I guess that doesn’t really count as 
conversation. I mean, by definition, it’s 
supposed to go two ways, right? 

 I think this may partly explain why, 
that morning, the house was so quiet. It 
seems we’re not used to talking to each 
other anymore unless it is around the 
children or about the children or with 
the children. 

We may have actually communicated 
more when the kids were younger, 
because we each appreciated the adult 
conversation the other provided. Now 
that the kids are providing what is fright-
eningly close to adult conversation (the 
occasional “stupid hair” soliloquies of 
the girl notwithstanding), we have gotten 
lazy in our efforts with each other. All of 
our promises to continue dating after the 
kids were born, to continue celebrating 
ourselves as a couple, faded away with 
the business of our children’s lives. 

When we 
faced each 
other across 
the Kitchen 
of Echoes, 
we knew 
it was time 
to make a 
change. So 
I asked my 
husband out 
to dinner, for 
which I may 
even wear 
something 
other than 
sweats, and 
we’ll get a babysitter and stay out late 
like we used to. And then, in a couple 
weeks we’ll do it again – maybe even 
sooner. Depends on how good a time I 
have. (Ha! Kidding, honey.) 

We are so lucky we had that morning 
off together, because who knows how 
much longer this would have continued 
without our even noticing? We could 
have woken up to a quiet house ten 
years from now, when the kids are off 
in college, and realized then that the 
conversation was gone – and then it 
may have been too late. Relationships, I 
continue to learn, are tricky; if you don’t 
work at them, then poof! Someday they 
could disappear. So don’t mind us, kids. 
Mom and Dad are going to start dating 
again. 

Nothing personal, but we need to 
make our own noise.

This I’ve learned: Relationships are 
a journey, not a destination. Find that 
person you once couldn’t stand to be 
without and tell him about your day, or 
ask her about her day, or go shopping 
together for new dishes. Don’t go 
quietly into that good night! 

Editor’s Note: Maggie is the author 
of the book From Beer to Maternity, 
which captures the wit and wisdom 
of her adventurous life as a late-
blooming adult, and then wife, and 
then parent, and through it she shares 
the intelligent and wonderful insights 
she’s acquired with the rest of us. Her 
600 to 800 word columns cut through 
the chaotic clutter of modern life and 
offer up witty, engaging, funny and 
occasionally wisdom filled essays on 
topics that haunt people who balance 
work, parenting and being married 
with children. Her articles are warm, 
heartfelt, thought-provoking, and 
emotionally enjoyable, almost always 
laugh out loud till your sides ache 
commentaries on topics that include 
dating, spouses, work, marriage, 
pregnancy, motherhood, kids, 
parents, and menopause, all carefully 
developed with the caustic wit and 
healthy disrespect for perfection – her 
trademarks – that is uniquely contained 
therein. 
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Offering engine tune-ups for small engine units such as riding mowers, push mowers, snowblowers, 
trimmers, chainsaws, etc. Our services encompass any type of small engine service. If you are unable 
to transport your machine to our store, we offer a pick-up and delivery service, or we’ll come to you!

A Big Thumbs Up to

Grandmother Rose
100 Roses 
for a 100th 

Birthday
John Shinske of 
St. Clair recently 
stopped in to 
Foxfire Farm 
Floral Shop in 
Clay Township 
to purchase 100 
red roses for his 
Grandmother 
Rose’s 100th 
birthday. Congratulations, Rose, and 
ThumbPrint News wishes you many, 
many more years filled with happiness.

John Shinske of St. Clair buying 100 roses 
for his grandmother’s 100th birthday.
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Add your business card to this page

Misc. For Sale

2000 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
SPORTSTER 1200. Pearl 
white, lots of chrome. $4000. 
586-946-0085. 
EAT. PARTY. SHOP. Discover 
the possibilities with Tastefully 
Simple. Reorders, Parties, 
Recipes. Katie Kodet, Independent 
Consultant. (810) 824-8983. 
tastefullykatiek@yahoo.com. 
1950 FORD 2-door custom. 1982 
CADILLAC BARRITZ –  stainless 
sunroof. DRAG BOAT – 428 Pontiac 
big block, full w/tri-power. 18 ft. 
1938 RHODES sail boat, 20 ft. 25HP 
JOHNSON OUTBOARD. Offers – don’t 
embarrass yourself! 586-725-1417.

Local Businesses

MI ON SITE AUCTIONS LLC. Home 
& small business auctions/ 
liquidation. Call for a free 
consultation. (586) 447-6545.  
www.mionsiteauctionsllc.com.
www.bluewaterbasementwaterproofing.com 
Over 11 years experience. Licensed 
and insured. Free estimate, lifetime 
warranty. Owner operated.  
(810) 512-4075, (586) 339-0335.
MAKE BIG BUCKS mailing letters. 
Send $5 cash, check or money 
order for info to John Hilton, P.O. Box 
596244, Fort Gratiot, MI 48059-6244. 
Visit HISTORIC APPLE ORCHARD. 
You pick: Macs, Spies, Wealthys, 
Snows, plus. Cider and pies. Thur.-
Sun., 10-5, (810) 327-2685, 4601 
Jeddo Road, Burtchville, MI 48059.

DAVE’S TOWING / ST. CLAIR RIVERSIDE

Most Insurances Accepted

Flatbed Towing
Damage Free Wheel Lift Towing

Commercial Accounts Welcome
Four Locations To Serve You

St. Clair
Marine City
Algonac
Fair Haven/New Baltimore

(810) 329-3740
(810) 765-1114

24 Hour Service

4600 24th Ave., Fort Gratiot. Michigan 48059
(810) 385-6000 fax (810) 385-1667

1777 Busha Hwy., Marysville, Michigan 48040
(810) 384-6400 fax (810) 364-1370
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General
RIDING LESSONS AND HORSE 
TRAINING. Michigan State 
University trained. Please call 
Dawn at (734) 790-0511.
CRAFTERS NEEDED for Crafty 
Christmas Show in Macomb 
Township. Sponsored by LCN Band 
Boosters on December 4. For 
information call (586) 651-1279 or 
email lcnbands@yahoo.com.
TAXSLAYERS Professional Income 
Tax Services. (810) 794-5678.

Help Wanted
EXPERIENCED FLORIST for high-
volume floral shop. Need to be able 
to make funeral arrangements, 
corsages, every day arrange ments 
and holiday pieces. Room to grow 
into a management position. Fax 
resume to: (810) 794-3299. 
EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON 
wanted for selling ads and classifieds 
for ThumbPrint News. Position 
requires both days on the road and 
days in the office. Need reliable 
transportation as person that is hired 
will be using own vehicle when on 
the road. 8061½ Marsh Rd., Clay 
Township. (810) 794-2300.
WANTED: NEWSPAPER BOYS OR 
GIRLS, twelve years and older with 
parent’s consent for the cities of 
Richmond, Capac and St. Clair 
doing walking routes for monthly 
publications. For more information 
call (810) 794-2300.
EXPERIENCED RETAIL STORE 
MANAGER with at least 10 years 
experience in management. 
Managing 10-12 person staff. Fax 
resume to: (810) 794-3299.
POND TECHNICIAN: ABC Home & 
Commercial Services has an opening 
for a certified pond technician. Must 
have Aquatic Certification Category 
5. Call (810) 794-5678.
LAWN FERTILIZATION TECHNICIAN: 
Certified in 3A and 3B. Call ABC 
Home & Commercial Services at 
(810) 794-5678.
RESTAURANT MANAGER, fast 
food or traditional. Minimum 10 
years experience in management 
or food prep. Fax resume to: (810) 
794-3299.

24 Hour Emergency Services

• All Types of Clean-ups & Removals • Crane Rental
• Trailer & Dumpster Rental • Property & Home Maintenance 
• Tree Trimming & Removal  • All Trucking Services Available 

ABC Home & Commercial Services
Home Remodeling Division
Contact us at 810-794-5678

If You Can Dream It, We Can Build It!

          - Remodeling
                   - Additions

- Decks
       - Handicap Ramps

Putting Integrity First!

Paid by the committee to elect Michael T. Musto for City Council – Channelsyde, Algonac, MI 48001

Algonac City Council
Michael T. Musto
ELECT

Add your business card to this page

- unique designs
- professional florists
- personalized service
- fresh flowers & plants
- satisfaction guaranteed
- holiday & everyday gifts
- full wedding planning

- all occasions
- balloons
- gift baskets
- sympathy gifts
- greenhouse
- pet & farm animal 

                supplies

www.herbsandflowers.net

toll free 866-794-5108 Delivery 7 days!

8061 Marsh Road, Algonac, MI  48001

Nationwide!

Personal
CLEAN LIVING AND HONEST family 
from Ontario seeks friendship with 
Michigan families. Only good/honest 
families need apply. Please email 
jktam@sympatico.ca. Thanks!
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By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Wandering through a cemetery, especially one that spans a couple of hundred years or more, will yield a wealth of various designs 
that have been carefully chosen by the living to be carved in to the headstones of their departed loved ones. These religious and 
secular symbols and emblems can be found on tombstones throughout history. The symbols may represent attitudes towards the 
hereafter, religious beliefs, membership in an organization, a person’s military involvement or the trade in which the deceased 
was involved. Some of the symbols can be purely for decorative reasons. However, certain symbols and their interpretations are 
commonly agreed upon by gravestone experts. Here are just a few of the many symbols that can be found:

The urn is commonly believed to 
testify to the death of the body and 
the dust into which the dead body 
will change, while the spirit of the 
departed eternally rests with God.

A hand with index finger 
pointing upward symbolizes the 

hope of heaven.

A tombstone in the shape of 
a tree trunk is symbolic of the 
brevity of life. The number of 
broken branches appearing 

on the tree trunk may indicate 
deceased family members buried 

at that site. Morning glories 
symbolize the beginning of life.

Many different symbols, including 
the American flag, soldiers, eagles 

and the Statue of Liberty, are 
used to adorn the tombstones of 
soldiers and to give honor to their 

service for their country.

A lamb usually marks the grave of 
a child. The lamb always stands 
for innocence. Christians go a 

little further and associate it with 
the Lamb of God, meaning Jesus.

Love, beauty, hope and unfailing 
love are associated with the 

symbol of a rose.

Ivy carved into a tombstone is 
said to represent friendship, 

fidelity and immortality.

The shroud-draped urn is believed 
to mean that the soul has 

departed the shrouded body for 
its trip to heaven.

Laurel fashioned in the shape of 
a wreath is a common symbol 

found in cemeteries. It can 
represent victory, distinction, 

eternity or immortality. 

The downward-pointing hand 
signifies a sudden death or the 
finger of God coming down to 

select someone to take to heaven.
The most common of the 

Masonic symbols is the compass 
and square standing for faith 

and reason. The letter G usually 
found in the center of the square 
and compass is said to represent 

“geometry” or “God.”

Many unique items adorn the 
tombstones in cemeteries that 
have special meaning to the 
families involved, such as this 

small pair of shoes and socks that 
decorate a child’s grave.

A bundle of wheat is symbolic 
of the harvest. Death, in many 
cultures is known as the reaper, 

the harvester of souls. The wheat 
has been harvested and so has 

the dead person’s soul.
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A handshake represents a 
farewell to earthly existence and 

God’s welcome into heaven. 

Seen in both Christian and Jewish 
cemeteries, the dove is a symbol of 
resurrection, innocence and peace. 

An ascending dove, as pictured 
here, represents the transport of 
the departed’s soul to heaven. 

Editor’s note: All of the photographs used in this article were taken at 
Oaklawn Cemetery between Smith Street, Fruit Road and Cemetery Road 
in Algonac, Michigan. The cemetery was established in the early 1800s 
and over 400 tombstones can be found standing today.

The mighty oak tree, often 
represented as oak leaves and/or 
acorns, signifies strength, honor, 

longevity and steadfastness. 

The Celtic or Irish cross, taking 
the form of a cross within a circle, 

generally represents eternity.

The anchor was regarded in 
ancient times as a symbol of 
safety and was adopted by 

Christians as a symbol of hope 
and steadfastness. The anchor 
also represents the anchoring 

influence of Christ. The anchor 
can also be a symbol for 

seamanship and may mark the 
grave of a seaman or be used as 
a tribute to St. Nicholas, patron 

saint of seamen. 

A castle-shaped tombstone 
is a reference to the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

Many external markers adorn the 
grave of soldiers, such as this one 
that honors the service of a soldier 

in the War of 1812. Some are 
placed there by family members, 
but many others are placed years 
later by groups who have done 

historical research on the graves in 
their town’s cemetery.

Angels found in the cemetery 
are a symbol of spirituality. 

They guard the tomb and are 
thought to be messengers 
between God and man. 

A book found on a cemetery 
tombstone can represent many 
different things, including the 

book of life, often represented as 
the Bible. A book on a gravestone 

may also depict learning, a 
scholar, a prayer, memory or 

someone who worked as a writer, 
book seller or publisher.
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Ditto . . . Consignments & Design
37021 Green Street, New Baltimore, MI 48047

Website: dittoconsignments.com
Email: sellitems@dittoconsignments.com

Quality, Stylish Home Furnishings & Accents on Consignment

Monday & Tuesday 10-6
Wednesday & Thursday 10-7
Friday & Saturday 10-5 • Closed Sunday

586.716.9400586.716.9400

Tired of your old stuff?
Give someone else a chance  to get excited about it!

Halloween Decor in stock
Ditto . . . Design

586.716.940037021 Green Street
New Baltimore, MI 48047

dittointeriordesign.com

• Window Treatments & Bedding
• Furniture (new & nearly new)
• Lighting • Fabrics • Reupholstery
• Area Rugs • Accessories • Blinds

Exceptional service and quality 
products for more than 25 years.

Complete 
Interior

Design Service

the cemetery behind it reflect many 
of the names of the early German 
settlers.

In March of 1860, the Macomb 
post office was moved to 
Waldenburg where it remained 
until 1903. It was connected by a 
semi-weekly mail line. 

Just a little north of Waldenburg 
proper was located the Waldenburg 
Skimming Station which ran in 

Waldenburg: Spotlight
Continued from Page 4

A party store now operates in the building that 
at one time held the community dance hall.

connection with the Chesterfield 
Creamery, which was the market 
used by the prosperous farmers in 
the area.

In addition to Waldenburg, there 
was a North Waldenburg (located 
at 23 Mile and Romeo Plank) and a 
South Waldenburg (located at Hall 
Road and Romeo Plank), which 
was also known as “Bobcean’s 
Corners.” Today, a park near 23 
Mile and Romeo Plank has been 
named for that settlement. The 

park sits on 17 
acres and offers 
a children’s 
play area, picnic 
pavilions, a 
basketball 
court, two sand 
volleyball courts, 
restrooms and a 
walking trail. 

Waldenburg’s 
fertile farm lands 
are giving way 
to ever growing 
numbers of 
subdivisions. The 
four corners now 
have little left of 

early Waldenburg. Stier’s Hardware 
store, which was in business for 
over 50 years, is now closed. The 
Waldenburg Bar is still a local 
favorite as it has been for over 50 
years. Originally located on the 
opposite corner where a party store 
now stands, it’s upstairs housed a 
dance hall that was the gathering 
spot of the community in it’s time.

Other than the few remaining 
buildings, modern urbanization is 
creeping in, from the gas station, to 
the fast food restaurant, to the strip 
mall that threatens to put the last 
remaining visions of old Waldenburg 
permanently out of sight and out of 
mind as has happened to so many 
other small towns in the Thumb 
area of Michigan. That would be a 
shame. Urban sprawl threatens historical areas of Waldenburg, such as the 

original cemetery.

• Resort Living on Lake Huron
• Homes Available (3 bedroom, 2 bath/ 

2 bedroom, 2 bath)
• 12 Motor Coach Sites (full hookups)
• Community Building overlooking 

Lake Huron
• 1,000 feet of Beach Frontage
• Resident & Senior Activities
• 2 miles North of Port Sanilac

MANUFACTURED & RV COMMUNITY

810-622-8113
144 Shoreline East

Port Sanilac, MI 48469
www.huronshoresmhc.com
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Thumb Area Residents Receive Their Mail in Style!
By Ralph McKinch
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Mailboxes have been the accepted 
receptacles for receiving letters 
for over 450 years. In 1653, a 
Frenchman, De Valayer, established 
a postal system in Paris. He set up 
mail boxes in select locations and 
would deliver any letters that people 
placed in them – providing that they 
used envelopes that only he sold! 
His business ended, however, when 
a competitor of his started depositing 
live mice into the mail boxes!

By the late 1700s, mailboxes were 
being used throughout Paris, France. 
They were not in wide-spread use 
in Europe until the late 1880s when 
the British Post Office began mail 
delivery and asked customers to 
install mailboxes instead of picking 
up the mail at the local post office. 

The oldest recorded mailbox in 
the U.S. was set up in East Quogue, 
New York, at the corner of Boxtree 
Rd. and Lewis Rd. It is now 
displayed in a local museum.

The Rural Free Delivery (RFD) 
was introduced by the U. S. Postal 
Service in 1896. Because the rural 
customers’ homes were so scattered, 
it was proposed that mailboxes be 
placed at the edge of the road to save 
time and money in delivering. These 
early mailboxes were often just tins, 
baskets or wooden boxes in which 
the mail could be deposited.

In 1915, Roy J. Joroleman, a postal 
employee, invented the curved, tun-
nel-shaped mailbox that is the most 
common form today. It was designed 
to keep water and snow from collect-
ing in the mailbox. By 1923, the U.S. 
Postal Service required that every 

household have a standard mailbox to 
receive mail, rather than a container 
of their own choice. Since that time, 
the U. S. Postal Service has had the 
authority to approve all curbside 
mailboxes, which are always stamped 
with “U.S. Mail” and “Approved by 
the Postmaster General.”

Regardless of that, Thumb area 
residents have come up with some 
very creative ways to receive their 
mail. Take a look at the photo essay 
below of unique mailboxes that were 
photographed in the ThumbPrint 
News delivery areas – and, if you 
have a mailbox that you think 
beats these, please send an email 
and a photo of the mailbox (in 
jpeg format) to thumbprintnews@
comcast.net. You may just see 
YOUR mailbox in a future edition 
of ThumbPrint News. 
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 Thumb Area Activities & Events for October 2010

Davison – October 8 & 9
 Pumpkin Festival, downtown area. 

Picturesque downtown Davison is the 
setting for Davison’s annual Pumpkin 
Festival. This annual festival begins 
on the second weekend in October on 
Friday evening at 6:00 p.m. with the Do 
Da Parade and ends with the Pumpkin 
Drop on Saturday night. There are family 
activities for all ages. Lots of great food! 
Other activities include demonstrations, 
games, craft vendors and musical 
entertainment. Fill your senses at this 
awaited traditional event. (810) 653-2191.
Goodrich – October 30

Howl’o’ween Pet Parade. For more 
information call (810) 636-2857. 

Caseville – October 2 & 3
8th Annual Pumpkin Fest, County 

Park Village downtown. Previous 
events have included pony rides, music 
in the park, bike drawings, a pumpkin 
seed spitting contest, pumpkin decorat-
ing and much more. (800) 606-1347. 
Pigeon – October 10

Tasting Pleasures of the Thumb, Laker 
High School, between Elkton and Pigeon 
on M-142, 12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. This 
benefit “tasting” event is sponsored by the 
Scheurer Hospital Auxilliary. Thumb area 
restaurants will be contributing their time 
and talent to make this the best event yet. 
Tickets are $15 each and may be purchased 
in advance at Scheurer Hospital, Thumb 
National Banks, Independent Banks and 
Bay Port State Banks in the Thumb area. 
All proceeds from this event will benefit 
the Scheurer Hospital Equipment Fund.

Almont – October 9
Euchre Night, Almont Lions Hall, 222 

Water St., doors open at 6:00 p.m. and 
play starts at 7:00 p.m. There will be 
two sets of five games each with a break 
in between. Refreshments and lunch 
will be served during the break. Prizes 
are awarded to the top three points 
holders. There will be a $15 donation at 
the door. Call Don at (810) 798-9609.
Lapeer – October 30

Pumpkin Fest & Treat Walk, Court-
house Square and various downtown 
businesses, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Carve 

a free pumpkin on the Courthouse lawn 
then collect treats from downtown busi-
nesses. Call (810) 272-7202. 

Mt. Clemens – October 2
Cemetery Walk, Crocker House 

Museum, 15 Union St. A separate 
funeral tea will be held. Cost is $10 for 
members and $15 for non-members. 
www.crockerhousemuseum.com. 
Richmond – October 2 & 3

St. Augustine Country Store, Parish 
garage, 68035 Main St. Hours are 
Saturday from noon-7:00 p.m. and Sunday 
from 7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Garden produce, 
a bake sale and crafts, a quilt raffle, 
Christian faith articles and handmade 
rosaries by the Parish Rosary Makers will 
all be available. Call (586) 784-4128.
Fraser – October 3

Barn Sale Clearance Sale, Fraser Histor-
ical Commission, Baumgartner Museum, 
18577 Masonic, 1:00 p.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
Mt. Clemens – October 9

17th Annual Historic Homes Tour. Buses 
depart from the Roskopp Parking Lot next 
to the Anton Art Center at 125 Macomb 
Place. Tours begin at 9:00 a.m. and run 
every 20 minutes thru 2:00 p.m. Tour lasts 
approximately two hours. Tickets $12. 
Richmond – October 13

Seminar on Residential Care Facilities, 
Lois Wagner Memorial Library, 25200 
Division, 11:00 a.m. A 30 minute presen-
tation followed by a 20 minute Q & A 
session will be conducted by a presenter 
from the Attorney General’s Senior Bri-
gade Program. (586) 727-2665.

Oxford – October 3
Michigan Military Moms, American 

Legion Hall, 130 E. Drahner Rd., 
1:00 p.m. We are a support group 
for moms with sons and daughters 
serving in the United States Military. 
For more information visit www.
michiganmilitarymoms.org.
Holly – October 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 
23, 29 & 30

Holly Shop of Horror – 7 Lakes of 
Terror, Seven Lakes State Park, 14390 
Fish Lake Rd., 7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. 
each night. Adults are $10, children 12 
and under are $5. Unlimited weekends 
pass is $25. This year’s charity is 
Children’s Village of Oakland County. 
www.hollyshopofhorror.com.

Smiths Creek – October 1
American Legion Post 525 Fish Fry, 

7150 Smiths Creek Rd., 4:30 p.m.-7:00 

p.m. All you can eat, baked or deep fried 
Alaskan Pollack, baked potato, rolls, 
deserts, coffee or tea, $6.50 for adults. 
Soft drinks are available for purchase. 
Marysville – October 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Farmers Market, Marysville Knights 
of Columbus #9526, corner of Range 
Rd. and Ravenswood, rain or shine. 
Plants, vegetables, arts and crafts, 
garage sale items, and baked goods are 
available. Call (810) 364-6800.
Algonac – October 2 & 3

21st Off Our Rocker Variety Show, 
Algonquin Middle School, 9185 Marsh 
Rd., 7:00 p.m. on Saturday and 2:00 p.m. 
on Sunday. Show is presented by the 
Washington Life Center, 403 N. Mary St. 
in Marine City. Ticket prices are $8 for 
adults and $3 for children 10 and under 
and may be purchased ahead of time at 
the Washington Life Center, or at the door 
before the show. Call (810) 765-3523.
Avoca – October 3

62nd Annual Harvest Turkey Dinner, 
Avoca Community Hall, 5396 Kilgore 
Rd., 11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Adults are 
$10, ages 6-10 are $6 and ages 5 and 
under are free. All you can eat! Many 
different baskets are also being raffled 
off. We are also looking for crafters for 
the November 13 Christmas Bazaar. 
Call (810) 324-2257 or (810) 324-2895. 
Marysville – October 3

All You Can Eat Bacon, Egg & 
Pancake Breakfast, Marysville 
Masonic Center, 1569 Michigan Ave., 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Adults are $5, 
children 4 and under are free. Call Al 
Johnson at (586) 907-7125.
Clay Township – October 5

Algonac Lions Lioness Club 
Fundraiser, McRae’s Big River Grill, 
9715 St. Clair River Rd., 11:30 a.m.-
9:00 p.m. A portion of proceeds from 
food sales at McRae’s during these 
times will be donated to the Algonac 
Lions Lioness Club, which helps the 
club continue their work in supporting 
various community charities. Call (586) 
948-5465 or (586) 295-6504.
Marine City – October 5, 12, 19 & 26

Farmer’s Market, Parker and High 
Streets, next to the Marine City Library, 
11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Fresh local produce, 
mums, pumpkins, apple cider, bread, 
baked goods, handcrafted birdhouses, 
potpourri, handmade soaps, Michigan 
honey, maple syrup and more are 
available. A hot dog stand is on site. The 
event is sponsored by the Marine City 
Chamber of Commerce. (810) 765-4501.
Port Huron – October 5, 12, 19 & 26

Knitting Classes, Port Huron Senior 
Center, 600 Grand River Ave., 1:00 p.m. 
Supplies are included to get you started. 
A donation of $2 per class is suggested. 
Call (810) 984-5061.
Port Huron – October 6

Regular Meeting of the Great Lakes 
Nautical Society, Maritime Center, 51 
Water St., 6:30 p.m. Anyone interested 

or might be interested in building model 
boats are welcome to attend. Visit www.
glns.org for more information.
Kimball – October 6, 13, 20 & 27

Bingo, Marysville Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 4521 Ravenswood, 
6:30 p.m. (Doors open two hours 
prior to the start of Bingo.) For more 
information, call (810) 364-6800.
Lakeport – October 7

Fire Department Visit, Burtchville 
Township Library, 7097 Second St., 
4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. Join us as we learn 
about fire safety and climb aboard the 
“big red truck”! Meet Fire Chief Mark 
Harrington! Call (810) 385-8550.
Port Huron – October 8

Homeschool Open House, Port 
Huron Library, 210 McMorran Blvd., 
10:00 a.m. Find out what your library 
has to offer homeschooling families! 
Tour the library, meet other families 
and enjoy refreshments. Registration is 
required. Call (810) 987-7323.
Algonac – October 9

Flag Retirement Ceremony, Algonac 
State Park, M-29, 2:00 p.m. Boy Scout 
Troop 296 of Marine City will be 
collecting worn and tattered American 
flags at two locations, the Marine City 
Fire Department, 200 S. Parker St. 
and the Marine City United Methodist 
Church, 102 N. Main St. People can 
also drop off flags with Troop 296 
members. Call (810) 765-1482.
Port Huron – October 9

Scary Halloween Hallow 5K Cross 
Country Run, Central Middle School, 
200 32nd St. The cost is $20.00 
for adults and $15.00 for students. 
There will also be a 1.5 mile fun run/
walk at a cost of $12.00. For more 
information visit http://home.comcast.
net/~phhsrunning/.
East China – October 10

Sentimental Journey, Red Brick 
School House, 696 Meisner Rd., 2:00 
p.m. Jean Bastian will be talking 
about playing in all-girl bands during 
World War II. This retired Marine City 
High School band director will also 
discuss her life-long musical education, 
inspirations, East China School 
District’s first music program, theatre 
and community bands. Donations are 
accepted. Call (810) 765-4663.
Algonac – October 12

Genealogy Lecture: Castle Garden, 
by historical genealogist Robert 
Brenner, Algonac-Clay Branch Library, 
2011 St. Clair River Dr., 6:00 p.m. 
Follow our German ancestors as they 
arrived by ship and were processed 
through the Castle Garden Immigration 
Center during the period 1855-1890. 
See the New World as the emigrants 
themselves saw it when they first set 
foot on American soil. Registration is 
required. Call (810) 794-4471.
Marysville – October 12

The World of Frank Lloyd Wright, 
Marysville Library, 1175 Delaware, 

If you have an event in November 
that you would like listed in the 
November issue of ThumbPrint News, 
please email it to ThumbPrintNews@
comcast.net by November 12, 2010. 
There is no charge for the listing.
Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town 
to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any 
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.
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 Graduations 
 Family Reunions
 Weddings

Available in ADA, Standard and Family Size Units!Commercial & Residential

 Festivals & Fairs
 Community Events
 Parties

For your porta potty needs

6:30 p.m. This informative travelogue 
by Michael Artman will feature homes 
like the Meyer May House in Grand 
Rapids, Taliesin West in Scottsdale, 
Arizona and Fallingwater and Kentuck 
Knob in the Laurel Highlands of 
Pennsylvania. Also featured is a literary 
travelogue on Loving Frank by Nancy 
Horan. Sponsored by the Marysville 
Friends. Call (810) 364-9493.
Capac – October 12 & 26

Small Wonders, Capac Library, 111 
N. Main, 11:30 a.m. Let us introduce 
your child to the world of literature! 
This rich assortment of stories, poems, 
nursery rhymes and simple crafts can 
stimulate their imaginations and enlarge 
their world. Also helps to develop 
important skills in listening and group 
behavior. For ages 3-5. (810) 395-7000.
Port Huron – October 13

New Fall Classes Starting in Sign 
Language, Port Huron Senior Center, 
600 Grand River Ave., 2:30 p.m.-3:30 
p.m. every Wednesday for six weeks, with 
sessions ending on November 24. (There 
will be no class on Wednesday, October 
27). Please RSVP at (810) 984-5061.
Fair Haven – October 14

Astronomy Night, Ira Township 
Branch Library, 7013 Meldrum Rd., 
7:00 p.m. Observe the moon, Jupiter 
and Uranus through binoculars and a 
telescope. Call (586) 725-9081.
Marine City – October 14

Mom’s Night Out, Marine City Library, 
300 S. Parker, 6:30 p.m. Mom – do you 
need a night out? Join us for an hour of 
crafts and girl talk! (810) 765-5233. 
Kimball – October 16

Art & Craft Show, Knights of Columbus 
Hall, 4521 Ravenswood, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. A bake sale and used book sale will 
also take place. The event is sponsored 
by the Marysville Knights of Columbus 
Council #9526 Ladies Auxiliary. (810) 
364-6547 or (810) 364-5064.
Marine City – October 16

Love Letters, United Methodist Church, 
102 N. Main St., 7:00 p.m. In honor of 
Sweetest Day GEM Theatrics announces 
a one night only performance of A. R. 
Gurney’s Love Letters. This will be a 
great evening out, with a dessert reception 
following and a chance to mingle with 
friends and meet the actors. Ticket prices 
are $10 in advance and $12 at the door. 
For advanced tickets contact Chris 
Finsterwald at (810) 765-4492, or mail a 
stamped self-addressed envelope with the 
number of tickets requested and payment 
to Chris at 421 S. Elizabeth, Marine City, 
MI 48039. Sales at the door are cash/check 
only. Log on to www.gemtheatrics.com. 
St. Clair – October 16

Slimy Saturday, St. Clair Library, 310 
S. Second St., 11:00 a.m. Make some 
slimy, gooey, slippery concoctions using 
everyday household items! Ages 5-11. 
Yale – October 16

Paint a Pumpkin, Yale Library, 
2 Jones St., 10:30 a.m. Have fun 
decorating a real pumpkin that you 
can take home and enjoy with your 
family! Ages 12 & under. This event is 

sponsored by the Friends of the Yale 
Library. Call (810) 387-2940.
Marine City – October 21

Dinner with the Doctor, Washington 
Life Center, 403 N. Mary St., 6:00 
p.m. In honor of Spinal Health 
Month, Dr. Christopher Zimmer from 
Zimmer Chiropractic will be doing a 
presentation with time afterwards for 
questions and answers. Dinner is a 
delicious vegetable lasagna. The cost 
is $8.00 per person and reservations 
must be made no later than Monday, 
October 18. For questions or to make a 
reservation call (810) 765-3523.
Algonac – October 22, 23 & 24

Annual Night Filled With Pumpkin 
Light, Foxfire Farm Country Store, 
8061 Marsh Rd., 7:00 p.m.-10:00 
p.m. each night. Enjoy more than 
400 uniquely carved and decorated 
pumpkins lit inside a warm greenhouse. 
Other activities include three bounce 
houses, a creepy crawly bug display, 
a straw maze, games, food vendors 
and kiddiepillar rides. Tickets are $5 
for adults and $2.50 for children ages 
2-12. Under 2 are free. (There is a 
small charge for some of the additional 
activities.) Also, don’t miss digging for 
gemstones inside the cage of the giant 
Madagascar hissing cockroaches! If you 
find a gemstone, you can trade it in for a 
$25 gift certificate at Coughlin Jewelers 
in St. Clair. No parking will be available 
at Foxfire Farm. Parking for the event 
will be at the Algonac Baptist Church 
Events Area, 8567 Marsh Rd. Cost for 
parking is a $5 donation that will go to 
the church. A shuttle will be waiting to 
drive you to Foxfire Farm and the Night 
Filled with Pumpkin Light. For more 
information, call (810) 794-5108.
Casco – October 23

St. Peter Lutheran Church Market 
Place and Craft Show, Perch Point 
Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner, 9:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Lunch will be soups and 
chili, a bake sale, a cookie bar and pie 
by the piece. Tables are available for $25 
each. Call (810) 765-8161.
Port Huron – October 27

St. Clair County Family History Group, 
Port Huron Museum, 115 Sixth St., 7:30 
p.m. DVD presentation by Bob Cambell 
with Lake Huron Lore interviewing the late 
Bob “Lighthouse” Handford on the Huron 
Lightship. Mr. Hanford worked at the Fort 
Gratiot Light Station, Port Huron, and died 
on Friday, June 4, 2010. It is also Family 
History Month and there will be door 
prizes and a 50/50 raffle. Anyone interested 
in local history or researching their family 
tree is encouraged to become a member 
of the group or to just attend one of the 
programs. More information can be found 
on the web site www.rootsweb.ancestry.
com/~misccfhg/ or call (810) 989-0399.
Marine City – October 29

Trunk or Treat, Holy Cross Church 
parking lot, 610 S. Water St., 5:00 
p.m.-8:00 p.m. Come and join us for 
some Spooktackular fun! The cost for 
the event is $2 per child and includes 
a bounce house, entertainment, games 
and prizes for the best decorated vehicle 

and best costume. Space is limited. For 
more information call (586) 405-5432.
Marine City – October 29

Fall Fest, Washington Life Center, 403 
N. Mary, 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Enjoy 
Good Ole’ Country Days with dinner, 
dancing (with the COA’s Country 
Band), bingo, euchre, a craft, line 
dancing and Texas cards. The cost is 
only $8.00 for everything! Sign up now 
at any of the four COA senior centers 
county wide. Call (810) 765-3523.
Memphis – October 30

Halloween Party, Memphis Library, 
34830 Potter St., 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
You don’t have to wait until dark for 
the fun to begin for the whole family! 
Creepy crafts, ghoulish games, spooky 
snacks and a costume contest! For more 
information call (810) 392-2980.

Lexington – October 9 & 10
Oktoberfest Weekend, downtown 

area. Come and have fun with the whole 
family – music, dancing, brats, beer, wine 
and German food. Call (248) 705-0260.
Port Sanilac – October 16

Boofest, Port Sanilac Museum front 
lawn, 228 S. Ridge St., 10:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. Fun activities for the whole family 
to enjoy. Call (810) 622-9946.
Lexington – October 23

Fall Flannel Festival, downtown area, 
12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Crafts, kid’s games, 

costume and dog contest, cider, donuts 
and entertainment are all available. This 
event is sponsored by the Lexington 
Business Association. (810) 359-7201. 

Vassar – October 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 
23 & 24

Mid Michigan Renaissance Festival, 
7464 Frankenmuth Rd., 10:00 a.m.-
6:00 p.m. each day. Ages 13 and older 
are $9, ages 6-12 are $7 and 5 and 
under are free. Call (810) 208-1766 
for more information or visit www.
midmichiganrenfest.com/Web/.
Caro – October 6 – 10

30th Annual Tuscola County Pumpkin 
Festival, downtown area. This annual 
festival is the premier fall festival in 
the Thumb of Michigan. Painted and 
decorated pumpkins from area schools 
are on display. In addition there are 
five full days of activities for the whole 
family to enjoy, including a kick off 
tailgate party, euchre tournament, free 
matinee at the Strand Theatre, White 
Pumpkin 5k road race, dragsters and 
funny cars, annual car show, craft 
vendors, fine art display, fireworks, 
bake off/cook off of pumpkin recipes, 
a pancake supper, a food court, 
scarecrows, inflatables, children’s crafts 
and face painting, pumpkin pie sales, 
an entertainment tent, a grand parade 
and much, more more. Visit www.
tuscolapumpkinfest.com/schedule.php 
for a calendar of events for each day.
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1 On this day in 1908, Henry 
Ford introduced the Model T car 
at a cost of $825.

2 On this day in 1955, Alfred 
Hitchcock Presents premiered.

3 On this 
day in 1863, 
President Lincoln 
designated the 
last Thursday in November as 
Thanksgiving Day.

4 On this day in 1648, Peter 
Stuyvesant established America’s 
first volunteer firemen.

5 On this day in 1947, the first 
Presidential address was televised 
from the White House (Harry S. 
Truman). 

6 On this 
day in 1893, 
Nabisco Foods 
invented Cream 
of Wheat.

7 On this day in 1913, Henry 
Ford instituted the moving 
assembly line.

8 On this day in 1944, 
Adventures of Ozzie & Harriet 
debuted on CBS radio.

9 On this day 
in 1915, Woodrow 
Wilson became the 
first President to attend 
a World Series game.

 On this day in
1971, the 5th Country
Music Association 
Award was given to 
Charlie Pride.

 On this day in 1811, the 
Juliana, the first steam-powered 
ferryboat, began operation.

 On this day in 1609, the 
children’s rhyme Three Blind 
Mice, was published in London.

 On this day in 1792, Old 
Farmer’s Almanac was published 
for the first time.

 On this 
day in 1980, Bob 
Marley put on his 
final concert.

 On this day in 1860, 
11-year-old Grace Bedell wrote to 
President Lincoln, telling him to 
grow a beard.

 On this day in 
1869, a hotel in Boston 
became the first to have 
indoor plumbing.

 On this day in 1919, Radio 
Corporation of America (RCA) 
was created.

 On this day in 1867, 
the United States took formal 
possession of Alaska from Russia 
($7.2 million).

 On this day in 
1879, Thomas Edison 
demonstrated the 
electric light.

 On this day in 1817, the 
first Mississippi “Showboat,” left 
Nashville on its maiden voyage.

 On this day 
in 1868, there was a 
severe earthquake at 
7:53 a.m., centered in 
Hayward, California.

 On this day in 1819, the 
first ship sailed by the Erie Canal 
(Rome-Utica).

 On this day in 1915, the 
first national horseshoe throwing 
championship took place (Keller-
ton, Iowa).

 On this day in 1901, the 
first woman went over Niagara 
Falls in a barrel (Anna Taylor).

 On this day in 1825, the 
Erie Canal opened linking the 
Great Lakes and the Atlantic 
Ocean.

 On this day in 1774, Minute 
Men were organized in the colonies.

 On this day 
in 1925, water skis 
were patented by 
Fred Waller.

 On this day 
in 1858, Macy’s 
Department Store 
opened in New York 
City.

 On this day in 1929, the 
stock market crashed (Black 
Tuesday), triggering the “Great 
Depression.”

 On this day in 1873, P T 
Barnum’s circus, “The Greatest 
Show on Earth,” debuted in New 
York City.

 On this day in 1962, Barbra 
Streisand’s “People,” album hit #1 
for five weeks in a row.

By Diane L. Kodet
ThumbPrint News Editor

What Happened On This Day in History?
October
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3555 Electric Avenue
Port Huron, MI 48060
810.987.2666

Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sat. 7 a.m.-1 p.m.

Family-owned and operated since 1946, we are a full line do-it-yourself and contractor building center
serving home owners and professional contractors in Port Huron and the Thumb area.

State Certi�ed Concrete Plant

Port Huron
Building Supply
Port Huron
Building Supply

Since 1946Since 1946

ALSO OFFERING: • Brick • Block • Lumber • Hardware • Paint • Plumbing • Electrical • Windows 
• Cut keys • Re-key locks • Cutting & Threading Pipe • Computerized Kitchen Design

Blue Print 
Estimates

Window 
& Screen 

Repair
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ThumbPrint News Contest
Each month, ThumbPrint News 

prints a photo of an object or a 
place for our readers to identify. 
If you think you know the answer, 
email us at thumbprintnews@
comcast.net and put “Contest” 
in the subject line. All correct 
answers received by the 15th of 
the month will be entered into a 
drawing for a $25.00 gift certificate 
to Foxfire Farm Country Store 
at 8061 Marsh Road in Clay 
Township (you can apply it toward 
the delivery of a floral arrangement 
also). The winner will be 
announced in the November edition 
as well as information about the 
object or place. The top photo is 
of last month’s object. Several 
readers were close in their guesses, 
thinking it was a noise maker, but 
no one correctly identified it as a 
Victorian bird scarer.

This month we are asking 
the question, “Where is it?” 
Identify where you can find 
the spooky tree in the photo 
on the right. Send an email to 
thumbprintnews@comcast.net if 
you think you know the answer. Be 
sure to include your name, address 
and phone number in case you are 
the winner of the random drawing 
for a gift certificate to Foxfire Farm 
Country Store. Good luck!

Fully Licensed and Insured
22 years of professional experience

24 Hour Storm Damage Cleanup
• Stump Grinding & 

Removal
• Tree & Shrub Removal
• Pruning & Topping

Partial to complete, we cater to your needs!

Professional Bucket Truck Work
• Flag Pole Repair

• Light Pole Fixtures replaced
• Any specialty needs!

• Dead wooding
• Tree Topping
• Tree Cabling
• Fire Wood Delivered

December 4 & 5 – 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Holiday Open House
Food, fun, and great pre-Christmas 
sales. Children come in and decorate 
a Christmas ornament for FREE while 
parents shop!
December 16-23, Every Night from 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
The Seventh Annual History of the 
Christmas Tree Walk 
Over 50 Christmas trees decorated with 
ornaments from the 1850s until the 
present, all displayed 
inside a 9,500 sq. 
foot log home! 
Discounts given 
for advance 
ticket purchase!

Upcoming Events at at Foxfire Farm 
Country Store & Floral Shop
8061 Marsh Road, Clay Township, MI 48001

(810) 794-2300

October 16 – Sweetest Day
Visit Foxfire Farm Floral Shop’s 
website to place your orders 24/7 – or 
stop in the store and let our talented 
designers help you choose that perfect 
gift for the sweet one in your life! 

October 22, 23 & 24 – Third Annual 
Night Filled with Pumpkin Light
See our ad on Page 28.

November 20 – 3:00-4:00 P.M. 
Wreath Decorating Workshop
Decorate a real Christmas wreath that 
can be displayed throughout the holiday 
season. Florists will give a bow making 
demonstration and teach participants 
how to attach items to the wreath.
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Stoves • Refrigerators 
• Garbage Disposals 

• Washers & Dryers  
• All Other Appliances
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Save Up to 50% 
on Our Cartridges
Our full line of inkjet and laser toner cartridges provides 
high quality printing at low prices. Ink & More can 
save you up to 50% over the cost of brand name cartridges. 

Print Quality 
That’s Guaranteed
We guarantee commercial customer satisfaction with 
our products. If you find an inkjet or toner cartridge 
purchased from us is unsatisfactory, please call us to 
return it for an exchange within the first 30 days of use.  

Our Environmental 
Commitment
At Ink & More, recycling is real. In fact, it is at 
the very center of what we do and who we are.

Ink & More (formerly Rapid Refill) is founded on 
the idea that we could turn used, empty inkjet 
and laser toner cartridges into useable products 
for our customers, all while saving them money. 
This was a great idea then and an even better 
idea today. While our business has certainly 
grown to many new products, services and 
stores spanning across the country, our belief 
in recycling is still put to work every day.

Our Ink & More store collects used, empty 
inkjet and laser toner cartridges, saving them 
from reaching landfills. Many cartridges that 
aren’t returned to companies like Ink & More 
for recycling end up incinerated or placed in 
landfills around the world — destroying a 
large amount of fully reuseable products and 
negatively impacting our environment.

Recycling is more than a slogan; as part of our 
mission to promote environmental responsibility 
our Ink & More store uses recycled materials 
wherever possible. Our product retail slat 
wall is made from recycled wood products, 
the countertops are made from crushed 
sunflower seed shells, and we use recycled 
paper whenever possible.

We Make 
Ordering Easy
We offer easy ways for you to order all your 
printing needs, so you never have to worry 
about running out of ink again. Plus our 
available FREE Pick-up and Delivery for
businesses allows you to receive your 
 cartidges quickly.

Fax in your order –  Simply fax your order to  
our store at 810.385.9269. 

Email us your order –  With our email order 
form you can type in your order and email it to 
info@inkandmore.us.  

Order over the phone –  Just pick up the 
phone and dial 810.385.9266 to place your order. 

4179 24th Avenue • Ft. Gratiot, MI
810.385.9287

Ink & More

Our Name 
Has 

Changed, 
But the 

Ink’s the 
Same!

Formerly Rapid Re�ll

Re�llables available 
at Fox�re Farm 

Country Store. *

*Foxfire Farm Country Store is an official recycle station for Ink & More (see ad page 12). Save big dollars on your ink cartridge 
purchases by buying recycled ink cartridges here! We accept used cartridges for recycling, also. 8061 Marsh Road, Clay Township.
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ABC Septic Service - A Green Company Protecting Your Drinking Water
A division of ABC Home & Commercial Services, a multiservice company that you can trust!

• Tank Cleaning
• Repairs
• Installation
• Inspection
• Service Contacts
• Home
• Commercial

A septic tank is a holding tank that is designed to 
accept the waste produced by a household (800-
1500 gallons average per tank depending on the tank 
size). The liquid is the most important part of a tank 
function. The liquid is energized with billions of rich 
anaerobic (good) bacteria that live, breed and feed on 
the solids that come into the tank from your home.

If a tank is pumped completely out, you are 
removing all the good liquid, and in less than a week, 
the tank will be filled again from standard household 
use (shower, toilet, laundry, dishes, etc.). The state of 
Michigan estimates that a person will use 60 gallons 
per person per day. If a four person household uses 
240 gallons a day multiplied by seven days, that 
equals 1,640 gallons. A tank will, on average, fill 
back up in less than one week. Only a small amount 
of liquid goes to the field each day. The rest remains 
constantly in the tank and holds the good anaerobic 
bacteria that continually eat the solid waste.

If there is a problem with your system, it may 
be one of five things for 95% of most gravity-fed 
systems:

1) Blockage from the home to the inlet
2) Build up of solid material because anaerobic 

bacteria may have been killed off from 
household chemicals (cleansers, bleach, etc.) 
that may require more frequent removal

3) Blockage or broken baffle from the outlet to 
the field

4) A plugged filter
5) The field
The field can become oversaturated due to heavy 

rains or poor drainage, which can cause the tank to 
fill back up as we are pumping it. This liquid needs 
to be removed for proper tank function, which 
will incur an additional charge. A normal working 
system needs only the scum and solids removed 
(that the anaerobic bacteria cannot consume), 
but the option is up to the consumer. If pumped 
completely, start-up bacteria should be used to 
help jump-start the system again. This can take a 
long time. A healthy system needs the billions of 
bacteria to consume the solids entering the tank. 
This keeps the tank function working properly.

Call ABC Septic Services at (810) 794-5678 
during business hours. After hours, call (810) 614-
8034 or (810) 533-4003.

New Customers
$10.00 OFF

Must present coupon on day of payment

Clip & Save!
Emergency Phone Number for Septic 

Problems After Normal Business Hours

810.614.8034 
810.533.4003
24 Hours A Day/7 Days A Week

810.794.5678

Time for 

your fall 

cleanup! 

Kerr Albert
Office Supplies & Equipment

Avoid driving all over town!

We are your
1 STOP SHOP!
Serving your postal needs!

USPS Mail 
Services
•  Mail your letters & 

packages
•  Overnight &  

Priority Mail
•  Postal insurance
•  Stamps & postage

1121 Military Street
Port Huron, MI

810-984-4129
kerralbert.com

Store Hours:
M-F 8:30-6:00 • Sat. 8:30-1:00

Copy Center
•  Color and black 

and white copies
•  Faxing & scanning
•  Presentations and 

bindings
•  Finishing services
•  Collating

Office Supplies
•  Calendars
•  Planners
•  Paper
•  Pens, pencils, 

markers
•  Envelopes
•  Labels

Office Equipment 
& Furniture
•  Chairs
•  Desks
•  Book Cases
•  Printers
•  Copiers
•  Faxes

We are a certified United States Postal Service Contract Postal Unit providing all USPS services!  
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been singled out for this award – the 
Fitzpatrick Barn in Beaverton, owned 
by the Leo Fitzpatrick family.

Editor’s Note: Below is the 
information Mitchell Kozuchowski 
submitted to ThumbPrint News about 
the timeline of the restoration.)

The farm proper, located in Sani-
lac County, Michigan, has been in 
the Kozuchowski family for over 
eighty years. My grandparents had 
originally purchased the farm – a 
farmhouse, barn and some outlying 
buildings – in the mid-1920s, intend-
ing to use it as a retirement home. 
The barn was completed on July 13, 
1868. I discovered a very worn front 
page from a local newspaper on one 
of the walls in the barn. The builders 
had pasted it there. The date is still 
(albeit barely) legible. 

At the height of the Great 
Depression my grandmother lost 
her husband, her retail business 
(a grocery store) and her house in 
Detroit in quick succession. In what 
friends thought a foolhardy move, 
she packed up her belongings and, 
with my then seven-year-old father, 
her only son, moved out to the 
property permanently to attempt to 
set up a full-time farming operation. 

Nicknamed “Little Orphan Annie” 
by the locals, my grandmother often 
relied on transients made homeless 
by the Depression for labor, offering 
them food and shelter for a day’s 
work. In those days the barn housed 
cattle and horses and was used for 
hay storage. My grandmother and 
father survived by milking cows and 
raising turkeys and chickens.

From the late 1940s through the 
late 1980s my father, my mother and 

BARN AGAIN!: Kozuchowski Barn
Continued from Page 7

eventually six siblings ran a thriving 
dairy farm, which supported 
between 50 and 60 cows. The barn 
was used for daily milking, housing 
calves and hay storage and had an 
attached pen barn for young heifers. 
Over time, several new buildings 
were added to the complex.

In the late 1980s, with most of 
us kids grown and moved away, 
my parents sold the livestock and 
ceased all work on the farm. Neglect 
accelerated the decline of the farm 
buildings, which by now comprised 
the barn, a farmhouse, a granary, 
several shanties, four silos and 
a 40’x 80’ tool shed. In the mid-
1990s, the fields (160 acres) were 
rented to a crop farmer. 

In April of 1999, shortly after 
my father passed away, I began 
preliminary renovations on the farm. 
I had just left my corporate staff job 
as a TV producer in New York City 
and had the luxury of time on my 
hands. By then the barn had sat in 
disrepair for well over a decade. 

With my mother’s encouragement 
and support I decided, as a tribute 
to my father’s life work, to attempt 
to bring the family farm back to its 
former glory. I would fund, oversee 
and work on the re-construction of 
the farm myself with the help of 
some local friends.

We worked on most of the build-
ings and the property at the same 
time. I have separated our efforts 
into separate chapters.
The Barn Story

The first project was to cut off the 
lean-to/pen barn, which was on the 
verge of collapse and threatened to 
take the entire barn with it. When 
we began this project, the barn was 
leaning 16 inches. We stabilized 
the barn with industrial cable and 
slowly pulled it back in to plumb.

We then repaired major crossbeams 
and poured cement to replace the flat 
rock that the major vertical support 
beams were originally built on. We 
also removed the old silo room lean-to 
on the north end of the barn.

Next we replaced the rotten (and 
in places non-existent) exterior 
boards with new tongue-and-groove 
boards. Almost all of the exterior 
lumber was sourced locally from an 
Amish lumber yard 15 miles away. 
We also commissioned to be built 
two wood/metal sliding doors to 
replace the old wooden ones, which 
fell apart years before. 

Other early renovations included 
reframing all of the barn windows 
and putting in plexi-glass to 
replace the broken glass. Outside 
shutters were built and installed for 
protection against vandals. Once 
the wood and window work was 
finished we repainted the outside of 
the barn and began roof repairs.

The exterior of the barn hadn’t 
seen a paintbrush in over 30 years. 
We applied a minimum of five coats 
of paint by hand. We painted the 
roof with silver/metal paint, tarred 
the valleys on the barn and added 

new lightning rods with cable. We 
replaced all of the old roofing nails 
with galvanized screws with rubber 
washers. The screws did a great job 
sucking in the tin and the rubber 
washers covered old leaks. 

I decided to rebuild the old 
barnyard fence, purely for aesthetic 
value. I purchased about eighty 10’x 
6’ posts and the lumber for the boards 
at the Amish lumber yard. A half 
bag of Quik-Crete went into each 
posthole. We used screws instead of 
nails the entire length of the fence. As 
a final touch I added new metal gates.

Next we rebuilt and re-latched 
most of the barn doors and hay 
mound doors were rebuilt and 
re-latched. Virtually every major 
horizontal support beam was 
replaced. We also added smaller 
support beams throughout the barn 
and replaced large sections of the hay 
mound floor. We re-wired the entire 
building, put in new light sockets and 
added lights in the hay mounds.

Another major project was paint-
ing the interior of the barn. The barn 
hadn’t been whitewashed in the 
past 20 years, but since there were 
no plans to resume full time milk-The Kozuchowski barn before restoration began
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ing, I felt that it was best to paint the 
interior rather than whitewash it. That 
would also help keep down the fly 
and spider population. Clearing out 
the barn proved a lengthy undertaking 
– over the years of neglect lumber, 
hay, straw and numerous odds and 
ends had piled over knee high inside.

The clearing was followed up by 
several days of power washing the 
entire lower interior and ceilings. 
After waiting a month for the 
building to thoroughly dry out, 
we painted the barn interior with 
three thick coats of white paint. 
Subsequently I added rain gutters 
to the roof to help keep water away 
from the structure.

Eventually I decided to take down 
the lone silo on the south end of the 
barn. It was beyond salvage. The 
bands were slipping and the inside 
chute was infested with wasps. I 
found an Amish farmer who was 
skilled at “dropping” silos. He 
chopped it down in short order; much 
in the way one would fell a tree. 

Some of the most recent work 
completed was to the east end of the 
barn. The three floor mounds were 
cleaned down to the clay ground 

(probably the first time in 50 years) 
so more cement could be poured for 
the main interior vertical support 
beams. We also poured cement to 
go around the end of the barn and 
ground level hay mounds, replacing 
the old rat wall.

Once this was finished I brought 
in several hundred yards of sand to 
level the mounds and also poured 
a new exterior walkway. The wall 
between the mounds and the barn 
still needs to be rebuilt. These 
ground level mounds will eventually 
be turned into a small horse stable. 

In addition we ran a water pipe 
from the well to the milk house and 
put in a new cement floor, which 
includes a new drain. I added a water 
heater, a sink with hot and cold 
water, a wash tank and a shower. 

I added two crushed-limestone 
drives. One goes into the barnyard 
and the second goes from the road 
to the ground hay mounds. We are 
now able to easily bring equipment 
in and out of that area of the barn.
The Tool Shed Story

When I began working on the tool 
shed (80x40), it was filled with old 
rusted junk equipment, used tires 

and tractors that hadn’t run in over 
a decade. The first order of business 
was to clean out enough room to 
operate. Hundreds of tires were taken 
out and properly disposed of. The 
junk equipment had to be pulled out 
and placed outside to be scrapped.

All of the tractors were overhauled 
– except for the IH 806 Diesel, which 
was still in good condition. We bled 
the fuel lines, fixed the radiator, 
installed new tires and batteries and 
sold it. I also sold an old IH “H”-
tractor with loader. The tractors that I 
overhauled and still have are a classic 
McCormick-Deering W-30, an IH 
– “M”, and an IH – “H”. They are 
all in perfect running order and are 
regularly used.

After the tool shed was cleared, I 
tore out the shanty inside of it and 
added several hundred yards of sand 
and put in a five-inch cement slab 
floor. The floor has a dual drainage 
system for easy drainage when the 
shed gets its regular power washing. 
I then built a new workbench and 
added shelving units to properly 
store parts, tools and equipment that 
were still useable.

We then built and installed new 
metal sliding doors for each end 
of the structure. Both the doors 
and their ends of the building were 
insulated and finished. We also 
reframed the windows and added 
plexi-glass to replace broken panes. 
The front and back exterior walls 
were painted by hand several times. 

Like the barn, we painted the 
roof with silver/metal paint, tarred 
the valleys on the barn and added 
new lightening rods with cable. We 
replaced all of the old roofing nails 
with galvanized screws, which had 
rubber washers. 

I ultimately put in a new crushed 
limestone driveway in front of the 

tool shed. It has held up well over 
eight years, handily eliminating the 
mud and water puddles that were a 
constant problem in accessing the 
building. I then cleaned out the back 
yard of the shed. I scrapped the junk 
equipment, brought in hundreds of 
yards of sand, then topsoil and re-
seeded it with grass. 

Eventually I re-did the electric, 
and put in a refrigerator, a wood 
stove, and a Brunswick tournament 
pool table. It’s something that I 
always wanted to own and it’s a 
great way to wind down from a hard 
day’s work on the farm. The tool 
shed is (as it always was) the hub of 
activity on the farm 
The Property Story

The farm consists of 160 acres. 
There is a road that runs through it 
and splits the property in half. On 
the south end of the property the 
road runs into another road to form 
a “T”. In effect there are 80 acres on 
one side of the “T” and 80 acres on 
the other. The barn and tool shed sit 
on the east side of the road and the 
house sits opposite.

In the mid-1990s, my father 
began renting the fields to a crop 
farmer who did a wonderful job of 
turning the (then) eight small fields 
into (now) two large ones. Fence 
and tree lines were taken out to 
neaten up these uniform wide-open 
parcels of land. However the areas 
immediately surrounding the house 
and barn were in shambles. 

I began my landscaping efforts 
by scrapping or selling the junk 
equipment and old vehicles that 
littered the property. Several 
industrial sized dumpsters were 
brought in to dispose of other scrap 
metal. We filled at least a half a 
dozen. This was an ongoing project 
for many years. 

The home that sits on the property.
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Where Has Your ThumbPrint News Been?
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the 

world! Not only has it been seen in many areas 
of the Thumb (over 425 businesses in eight 
Thumb counties are now drop locations for the 
newspaper), but ThumbPrint News has been seen 
on television, in Bonaire, in Mexico, in Utah, in 
Nevada, in Georgia and in California!

This month, Clarence Van Camp took a copy 
of ThumbPrint News to the American Trap 
Association Grand American AIM Nationals 
competition in Sparta, Illinois (see article 
following), where he earned a silver medal. 
Congratulations Clarence!

If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have 
taken our newspaper with you on a vacation or to 
an unusual place – or have done something unique 
with it, you may submit an email and photo to us at 
thumbprintnews@comcast.net. (The photo should 
be in jpeg format.) Please tell us a little about the 
photo and include your name, address and phone 
number in case we have further questions.

At the end of 2010, our staff will choose the 
grand prize winner to receive a wonderful prize 
from ThumbPrint News. If you are a business, 
we will do a feature story on your business for 
FREE in the January 2011 edition!

Local Shooters Score at the American Trap Association Grand American AIM

Clarence VanCamp took a copy of ThumbPrint 
News to Illinois.

By Jean Van Camp
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

On August 7 and 8, 2010, over 
one thousand shooters, ages nine 
to twenty-three from all over the 
USA, took part in the American Trap 
Association (ATA) Grand American 
AIM (Achievement – Integrity – 
Marksmanship) Nationals held at the 
World Shooting and Recreational 
Complex in Sparta, Illinois. 

Eleven members (a Graduate 
team, a Junior team and an alternate) 
of the Huron Pointe Sportsman’s 
Association Youth Shotgun Program 
participated. The  Junior team 
consisted of  Dominique Ruggirello 
of Romeo, Henry Stallman of 
Lenox, Adam Castleman of Durand, 

Lance Adams of Durand, Nicholas 
Krasny of Grand Blanc and alternate 
Matthew Davis of St. Clair Shores. 
The Graduate team members were 
Clarence Van Camp of Marysville, 
Mike Sintebin of New Baltimore, 
Ben Wallace of St. Clair Shores, 
Steve Hawley of Macomb, and 
John Adams of Durand. The 
Graduate team who took first place 
in the Michigan State AIM shoot 
continued their winning streak by 
placing second in the Nation earning 
silver medals. Clarence Van Camp 
also earned an individual silver 
medal after taking part in a tie 
breaker by shooting 25 birds straight 
and Mike Sintebin won first place in 
Graduate Class C.  Steve Hawley’s 

          From left to right: 
Lance Adams,  

Nicholas Kransy,  
Dominique Ruggerillo,  

Adam Castleman,  
Henry Stallman

name was drawn to receive a $1000 
ATA scholarship to use at the 
college of his choice. The proud 
coach of this team is Vaughn Van 
Camp, with team coordinator Jean 
Van Camp.

 If it weren’t for the club members, 
parents, families and donors to the 
HPSA Youth Shotgun Program, 
these youngsters would never have 
had an opportunity like this. Next 

year they are hoping to defend their 
title and hoping that their other 
teammates get a chance to share the 
excitement. For more information 
about or to make donations to the 
HPSA Youth Shotgun Program, 
please contact the Van Camps at 
(810) 364-6321. For additional 
information about the National 
ATA AIM program, check out their 
website at AIM4ATA.com.  

From left to right:  Johnathan 
Adams, Clarence Van Camp, 
Steve Hawley, Coach Vaughn 
Van Camp, Mike Sintebin,
Ben Wallace
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Halloween Double Trick or Treat Word SearchWordsearch

Computer
R e p a i r  D i v i s i o n

The Computer Repair Division of ABC Home & Commercial Services 
offers a variety of services at reasonable rates. We service all PCs, 
laptops and desktops, our facility or yours. Below are some of the 
services we offer.

Home & Commercial Services

Spyware/virus removal
Scan suspected machine for threats to your security

Security and performance check
Antivirus/antispyware install or update
Tune up system/speed up system
Internet security settings check (pop-ups/phishing)
Computer Tune-up – recover lost speed due to running programs, etc.

Networking
Wireless or wired computer

Configure Email
Printer installation, troubleshooting or cleaning
Data Backup or Transfer

Using customer supplied device unless on CD/DVD

Software Installation

Our Rates for Computer Repair

Software Problem Troubleshooting
Hardware Installation 
Hardware Troubleshooting
Operating System Installation

From scratch (customer required to provide software licenses)

Computer Cleaning
Alone or included included with other services

Technology or Networking Consultation
Ask us your toughest questions

Custom-built laptop and desktop systems
Based on required specifications for machine

Initial On-Site Computer Set-up

Computer Pick up and Drop off: No charge within 5 mile radius

A multiservice company that you can trust!
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Bats are interesting creatures. They are the only truly flying mammals and 
are generally considered beneficial because of their appetite for insects. Even 
so, stories of the famous vampire bat of Central and South America continue 
to frighten children and adults alike. This fear is not entirely unwarranted as 
even insect-feeding bats will bite and rabies may occur in 4% to 6% of some 
bat populations. In addition, bats harbor the bat bug, which bites humans 
and is very similar to the bed bug.

Bats will remain in the same location year after year. If that location is your 
home, this poses health risks from both the bat guano and the urine. Also, 
these waste products attract other insects and contaminate your insulation, 
thereby causing expensive pest control costs and replacement bills.

A few species of bats found in Michigan prefer to roost in structures and will 
often be seen at dusk flying in and out of attic vents and soffits. In fact, any 
opening ⅜ inch or larger is a suitable entrance for a bat. 

The best way to get rid of bats is to exclude them from your structure while 
they are not in it. Since bats spend June and July raising their flightless 
young, those months are not the time to exclude due to the possibility of 
sealing babies inside and creating a potential odor problem or their forcing 
entry into the main part of your home.

Exclusion for bats begins in the fall and can be done throughout November 
and December as well. In late spring, exclusions will be taken down and the 
opening sealed.

Bat exclusion can be difficult and tiring, and carries a slight disease risk, so 
let the professionals do it. For bat removal and/or exclusion, call ABC Home 
and Commercial Services. Remember, we are A Better Choice for all of your 
pest control needs!
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By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Hey, kids, did you know that October is National Pizza 
Month?  Americans eat billions of slices of pizza every year; 
in fact, the average person consumes 23 pounds of pizza 
annually! According to a recent Gallup Poll, children aged 
three to eleven prefer pizza over all other foods for lunch and 
dinner.  

 

So, in honor of National Pizza Month, let’s take a look at some 
interesting pizza facts:

•  The word “pizza” was originally spelled “pitsa”.
•  “Pizza” means “pie” in Italian.
•  Pizza was created over 500 years ago by the women of 

Naples, Italy.
•  Saturday night is traditionally the biggest night of the week 

for  eating pizza.
•  More pizza is eaten during Super Bowl week than any other 

week of the year.
•  America’s favorite pizza topping is pepperoni and the least 

favorite is anchovies.
•  Mozzarella cheese was originally made from the milk of 

water  buffalo.
•  Americans eat 90 to 100 acres of pizza per day.
•  In the United States alone there are about 61,269 pizza 

restaurants.

Pete’s A Pizza
By: William Steig

ISBN # 1591127408

“Hi, Pizza Man!”
By: Virginia Walter
ISBN # 0439199867

Pizza Kittens
By: Charlotte Voake
ISBN # 0763616222

Pete is unhappy. He wants to go 
outside to play ball with his friends, but 
it is raining. To cheer Pete up, his father 
decides to pretend to make Pete into a 
pizza! As father and son interact in a silly, 
but charming way, Pete’s mood begins 
to improve, to the point where he breaks 
out laughing. By the time the sun comes 
out and Pete can go outside to play, 
you almost wonder if Pete would rather 
stay inside and continue enjoying this 
wonderful game with his father.

•  The world’s first pizzeria opened in 1830 and the 
pizzas were baked in an oven lined with lava from a 
real volcano.

•  The first American pizzeria opened in New York City 
in 1905.

•  The first American pizzas were known as Tomato 
Pies.

•  American soldiers stationed in Italy during World War 
II (1941-1945) returned home after the war with a 
growing taste for pizza.

•  Frozen pizza accounts for 7.4 percent of the total 
frozen food sales in a grocery store.

•  The largest pizza company in the world is Pizza Hut.
•  The largest pizza order ever came from the VF 

Corporation in North Carolina who ordered 13,386 
pizzas for its 40,160  employees nationwide.

•  The largest pizza ever made was on December 8, 
1990 at the Norwood Pick ‘n Pay hypermarket in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. According to the Guinness 
Book of Records the pizza was 122 feet 8 inches in 
diameter and weighed 26,883 pounds!

•  The longest pizza ever made was in Krakow, Poland, 
on August 30, 2010 when a 1093 yard long pizza was 
created by the Chefs from Magillo Pizzeria. They 
used 3.5 tons of flour in their creation. Proceeds from 
the project will go to charity.

Did you know that there are many, many children’s books that have been 
written about pizza? October would be a great month to pick up a few at 
your local library or bookstore. Here are three of my favorites:

If you are a cat lover (or even if you are 
not), you will enjoy the madcap adventures 

of the story of this cat family as the adult cats have differing 
ideas from the kittens on what is good to eat for dinner. The 
story communicates love, tenderness and caring – and the ben-
efits of compromise. The wonderful illustrations can be enjoyed 
by even the youngest members of the family.

While waiting for their pizza to 
be delivered, Vivian and her mother 
wonder who will deliver it to their 
door. Will it be a pizza man or a 
pizza woman – or could it even be 

something more unusual, like a pizza cow, a pizza dinosaur, a 
pizza snake or a pizza duck? Even more hilarious are the ways 
Vivian imagines she would greet a pizza creature, should one 
show up at her door.

Including:

TaxSlayers
PROFESSIONAL INCOME TAX SERVICES

•  Investments
•  Home Ownership
•  Home Foreclosure
•  Health Care Expenses
•  Retirement Income
•  Small Business
•  Military
•  Stock Options
•  Self-employed

Including:

Call today 
for an 

appointment!

810.794.5678
8061 Marsh Road
Clay Township

Call Direct & Save • No Hidden Charges
Local, Statewide or Nationwide Delivery

Your 
 Homecoming 
Headquarters
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Port Huron Transfer Station
Richfield Management

For all your waste removal needs

• Contractor • Commercial • Industrial • Residential - Household Curbside Service
Business - 2, 4, 6 and 8 yard dumpsters, Rental & Service 

10, 20, 30 yard roll off containers available for:
Remodeling projects, roofing, demolition waste, cleaning out your house, garage, shed and barns! 

Flat Rate Dumpster Rentals - prices good through 10-31-10

We accept 
clean, 

recyclable 
shingles,
compost, 
brush and 

miscellaneous 
debris.

Up To 8 Ton
10 Yard Can

$275

Up To 8 Ton
20 Yard Can

$350

Up To 8 Ton
30 Yard Can
$400

Up To 8 Ton
40 Yard Can

$525

Quick & Easy Dropoff & Unloading

Now Accepting Compost & Brush!

Contractors & General Public Welcome!

Time for                Cleanup!

4132 Dove Road • Port Huron
Call (810) 364-6539 

Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Richfield Management, LLC

Home & Commercial Services

Toll Free: 877-794-5678
Fax: 810-794-3288

Web: www.abcbees.com
Email: abcbees@comcast.net
Licensed & Insured

A multiservice company that you can trust!

Answers to word search:
1. NECK-TARINES
2. ELECTRIC
3. BLOOD
4. FANGSGIVING
5. LIVING
6. SKELETON
7. LIFE
8. STITCHES
9. BATS
10. COFFIN
11. SPELL
12. SANDWICH
13. VANISHING

Bring Back the Summer 
Memories and Share 
Them with Your Kids

(ARA) - Remember the summer 
days when you held a camping 
adventure under the stars in your 
own backyard, played board games 
with your parents or enjoyed an 
ice cream bar on a hot night? Do 
you remember learning to ride a 
bike through the neighborhood, 
waving to everyone sitting out on 
the front porch or working on their 
landscaping?

Now that you have children 
of your own, summer is a great 
opportunity to repeat those 
memories and share them with your 
kids. Here are two ideas to bring 
back the memories:
Camp in the backyard

Remember making s’mores and 
chasing fireflies while camping in 
your backyard? Recruit help from 
your kids to set up the campsite and 
then spend the afternoon playing 
games, looking at the clouds and 
talking about bugs. After grilling 
out and roasting marshmallows 
over a fire pit, make the experience 
an educational one and teach your 
children about the planets and stars 
they’ll be sleeping under.
Decorate the sidewalk

Who hasn’t drawn oversized 
pictures on the sidewalks and 
driveway? Bring the kids outside 
for a day of fun and creativity.  
Decorating the sidewalk with chalk 
drawings is a creative outlet for 
young artists. Trace the outlines of 
your kids’ bodies and teach them 
about different body parts. And 
there’s easy clean-up - either wait 
for rain from Mother Nature or wash 
away the art with a hose for a clean 
canvas  
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On Tuesday, November 2nd, VOTE Mona Armstrong for Circuit Judge 

The only candidate who has served as a Research Attorney 
in the circuit court.

The only candidate who has researched and drafted opinions 
regarding all aspects of civil, criminal, and equitable actions 
heard in court.

The only candidate who has spent her career seeking justice 
on behalf of the people of this community.

The only candidate who has lead the Major Crimes Unit of the 
Prosecutor’s office.

The only candidate with Unmatched Trial Experience 
involving complex trials.

The only candidate who has effectively tried hundreds of 
cases and well over 50 jury trials involving murder, other capital 
crimes, and criminal sexual assault.

The only candidate who trains others at a statewide and 
national level as an expert in domestic violence, sexual assault, 
arson and trial practice.

The only candidate whose public service is expanded to 
involvement in numerous community organizations; working to 
positively affect the lives of all members our community.

The only candidate who has proven she possesses the 
focus and ability to make hard and just decisions under 
pressure.
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ELDER LAW ATTORNEYS 
  ♦ VA BENEFITS  ♦ ESTATE PLANNING ♦ LONG TERM CARE 

PLANNING  ♦ MEDICAID/NURSING HOME BENEFITS 
 

 
 

 

            
  Audra B. Woods 

    Attorney at Law 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 (586)468-6793 
   319 N. Gratiot Avenue 
  Mt. Clemens, MI  48043 
    Fax: (586) 468-6798 
    www.simaskolaw.com 
  awoods@simaskolaw.com 

Get help from the professionals at: 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
Serving the Community for over 50 years 

“Uniquely Qualified to Handle 
All Your Legal Needs” 

ARE YOU PREPARED? 
Medicaid Benefits:  There are many qualifications a person must meet in order to receive Medicaid 
benefits.  Thoughtful and timely planning is necessary to protect a lifetime of hard work and savings.  
With proper planning we can help protect your life savings and obtain the Medicaid / Nursing Home 
benefits you deserve. 
 
Veterans Benefit:  The Aid and Attendance Improved Pension Benefit (AA) is available to veterans or 
their surviving spouses if they have a need for assistance with an activity of daily living while residing 
either in their home, assisted living or nursing home.  A single veteran applying for AA could be eligible 
for $1,632 per month, a married veteran could be eligible for $1,949 per month and the surviving spouse 
of a veteran could be eligible for a $1,055 per month. 
 

Every client poses different circumstances and must be evaluated on an individual basis. 
Contact Simasko, Simasko & Simasko, P.C. for your FREE consultation 


