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"Happiness is a habit - cultivate it." - Elbert Hubbard
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By David Odmana, ThumbPrint News Contributor
Mlchlgan s proximity to the Great Lakes resulted in the constant
utilization of the waters for transportation hundreds of years before
the state was accepted into the union — the use of these waterways have
led to a great deal of long-lasting and unique enterprises. One corporation, |
known as J.W. Westcott Company, which was started all the way back in the
19" century by Captain John Ward Westcott, is still operating today and is
the only business of its kind in the country.

The Great Lakes and its connecting rivers have been used for shipping
people and material throughout the United States and were essential
during the formative years to move logs and other natural resources. As
time passed, the waterways around Michigan experienced a huge influx of |.
ships traversing the area. Eventually, the lakes became filled with shipping
companies spending more time on the water in order to meet the increased
demand for needed material — a way for companies to stay in contact with
their captains to ensure everything was running smoothly became more
essential as traffic increased.

See ZIP CODE Page 6

John Westcott was born in 1848, to David H. Westcott and Mary Ward both of h1s parents
after Battle Over

ISI—.A-‘M Ql'-ln-'—— Territory Lines

/ By David Odziana. ThumbPrint News Contributor

he history behind the state lines separating Michigan and Ohio dates back
hundreds of years — the dispute grew so heated that it actually sparked the
Toledo War.

While the territorial lines are clear and precise today, in the early 1800s, it was
common for two states to claim the same section of land, which is what happened
with the Toledo Strip. While the issue was finally resolved more than 150 years later,
one small piece of land was split down the middle as a result of the official state lines
that jot northeast through Lake Erie. Sitting out in the middle of the water is Turtle
Island, half of which belongs to Michigan, while the other half is owned by Ohio.
The property was named after Miami Chief Meshikinquah, also known as Little
Turtle, who became well known after his involvement in the American Revolution
and his push for peace between the Native Americans and Europeans. He became

See ISLAND Page 17
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Pelau with Chicken and Pidgeon Peas from Trinidad servings: 6

» 2 Y 1bs. chicken thighs, bone-in, skin on
(could also use chicken legs)

3 springs thyme, use less if using dried thyme
4 cloves garlic, finely chopped, grated or pressed
Y2 tsp. salt

Ya tsp. black pepper

2 tbsp. vegetable oil

1 tbsp. brown sugar

2 cups long grain rice, washed and drained

Y5 onion, chopped

1. Place chicken in a large bowl, along with 1 sprig of thyme (reserve the other 3 for cooking),
garlic saltand black pepper. Stir to coat the chicken with the seasonings, cover and placein the

fridge for 30 minutes (or overnight).

2. Addoil to alarge heavy bottom pot, and place over medium-high heat. Once oil is hot (but not
smoking)pourthesugarintothepotinanevenlayerandallowtocaramelize. The sugarwill melt
andbubbleasitcaramelizes. Donotstirthesugar, butdowatchitcarefullytolook forthe change
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What an amazingly long year 2020 was! We missed many things last year at one point or another — parties, graduations,
holiday get-togethers, eating in restaurants, travel, seeing our relatives and friends in person, social gatherings — the list goes on
and on. Some of us lost friends or loved ones.

All of us needed to find ways to cope. For some, taking up old hobbies or beginning new ones helped to take our minds off
what was going on in our personal lives and in the world, even if only for a short time.

My hobbies include genealogy research, edible landscaping and cooking. I think the latter one is what helped me get through
2020 the most.

I love watching cooking shows, but one of my favorites is Bizarre Foods: Delicious Destinations with Andrew Zimmern. What
I like about it is learning about new foods and ingredients that we seldom see here in America and the awesome recipes that are
indigenous to the countries he visits. Not only does he concentrate on the foods of a country, but also on the culture, history and
sights. During COVID-19 when travel was somewhat limited, I felt like I could vicariously visit some of these far-away places.

And I started experimenting. [ purchased spices and herbs online that were not available in our local supermarkets. I Googled
and tried out recipes that were representative of the countries Andrew shared with his viewers. Plus, I came up with a crazy idea.
I added to my bucket list trying to make at least one recipe from every country in the world before I leave this earth.

That may be an unreasonable goal as I realize how many countries are currently on our earth! It depends on who you ask and
what the definition of a country is to them as to exactly how many there are. The United Nations recognizes 193 countries plus
two observer states: the Vatican and the Palestinian Authority. Additionally, there are six countries that have obtained partial
recognition from UN member states. These are Taiwan, Western Sahara, Kosovo, South Ossetia, Abkhazia and Northern Cyprus.
These territories are claimed by other countries, but are not controlled by them.

On a complete list of country codes, you will find 249 nations listed, because dependent territories and self-declared nations
are included.

There are also 206 nations that compete in the Olympics, 211 nations that are able to play in the FIFA World Cup, and a total of
204-207 self-declared nations. So, in the end, the answer to the question of how many countries there are in the world remains a
question with many different possible answers.

No matter how many countries there are actually in the world, making one recipe from each is a daunting task. It will be fun,
though, and tasty to at least try.

Today, I am sharing two recipes from two different countries that I have attempted to make, mostly successfully. If you have
recipes you have personally made that are representative of a country that I didn’t share, I would love to have you submit it to
ThumbPrint News at thumbprintnews(@comcast.net in Word Document form. If you have a photo you took of the dish you made,
please submit it as well in high-quality jpeg format. I will be sure to share some of these recipes in future editions so that we may
all take a culinary trip around the world. "8~ _ Diane Kodet

in color. Wait until the sugar just
starts to turn dark brown in color
(not black), then carefully add
chicken to the pot and stir to
coat with the "burnt" sugar. Use
caution — hot sugar can burn you
quite badly! Add onion, carrots and
pigeon peas to the pot and stir to
combine. Cook for 5 minutes.
. Add rice, stir and cook for another
5 minutes. Then add add cilantro,
green onion, reserved sprigs of
thyme, scotch bonnet pepper and
stir to combine.
4. Add coconut milk and hot water to
the pot. Season with salt and pepper.

% cup carrot, chopped

19 oz. (1 can) dry pigeon peas, rinsed and drained

(can substitute black-eyed peas)

Y4 tsp. scotch bonnet pepper or more if desired

1 tbsp. cilantro, finely chopped

Y4 cup green onion, finely chopped

1 tsp. salt

7 0z. coconut milk 3
3 cups hot water or chicken stock

1 tsp. margarine, optional

Reduce heat to medium-low, cover pot and gently simmer for about 20-25 minutes, or

until all liquid has been absorbed and rice is cooked through.
5. Stir in margarine, if using. Serve hot or at room temperature.

s - T Spongy Cheesecake from Japan servings: s

» [ (8 oz.) package cream cheese, cubed
s % cup milk

o 3 thsp. unsalted butter
[0 thsp. cake flour
 2tbsp. cornstarch

* 6eggyolks

1. Preheat oven to 325°F (165°C). Lightly grease an 8-inch round cake pan and line with parchment
paper.

2. Place cream cheese in a bowl with milk; soak for 20 minutes.

3. Heat cream cheese with milk and butter in the top of a double boiler over simmering water, stirring
frequently, until melted and smooth, about 5 minutes. Remove from heat and cool completely, at
least 15 minutes.

4. Sift cake flour and cornstarch together into a bowl. Sift again into the cream cheese mixture; mix
well. Add egg yolks and lemon juice and mix well.

5. Beat egg whites, cream of tartar, and salt together in a separate bowl using an electric mixer
until foamy. Add sugar, 2 tablespoons at a time, beating well after each addition. Continue
beating on high speed until soft peaks form.

6 egg whites

Yy tsp. cream of tartar
U tsp. salt

10 thsp. superfine sugar
1 thsp. fresh lemon juice
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If you have been experiencing a health
concern or have an emergency medical
need, McLaren wants to reassure you that
you don't need to delay seeking treatment.

We are continuing to do what's best for all
our patients and employees by following
the most current CDC safety guidelines.

You don’t need to wait for care.
Because at McLaren, we're committed
to keeping you safe while giving you the
expert care you need, when you need it.

v Mclaren

PORT HURON

DOING WHAT’S BEST’

To learn more about how we're keeping
our patients and employees safe,
visit mclaren.org/safecare
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Moving On with
By David Gillis

ThumbPrint News Columnist

What a year 2020 was! I am confident of not being the only person offering
that thought as we enter 2021. Certainly, the COVID-19 pandemic has provided
a strong element of fear and concern for many of us. The government and self-
imposed restrictions we are experiencing have changed our lives substantially
and maybe forever. And the violent protestor-caused national chaos coupled
with election year confusion has brought us to the point we are now at. Possibly
the only way to begin to address where we are is to state, “Whew!”

Realistically, there is so much more that can be added after the word “whew.”
However, at this special time of year, maybe we should just pause to reflect on
the importance of moving on from a month of thanksgiving and gift-giving.
There is much to be considered and reflect on as we enter this new month and
a new year.

To begin our new year journey, let us start by asking ourselves, “Am I a
grateful person? Have I remembered to thank God for the good things, large
and small, I have experienced?”

In the confusion and anxiety of our daily life last year, it has been too easy
to block out the details of the day, forgetting that each and every day really
does hold precious gifts. Simple things, like the air we breathe to our ability to
provide for our families and on to the friendships we hold close and that have
become so important during these trying times.

We need to understand and accept that gratitude is a special gift from God.
It is fundamental to not taking things for granted. It is being thankful for what
we have, what we receive and what we are able to give others. Thankfulness is
a powerful means for drawing near to God. And, as citizens of this still great
nation, we really do have an obligation to our God and to our country. Gratitude
only strengthens that obligation.

Gratitude is life changing. According to many psychologists, maintaining
gratitude can change our lives. It can produce a lasting, positive affect if we
will only work towards making it a part of our day’s efforts. Research shows
that gratitude reduces stress, increases self-esteem and improves relationships.

Understanding the benefits of having gratitude and practicing it becomes
a powerful way for us to live, especially when things are not what we want
them to be. Our hearts and our minds become glad when we are grateful to
God for having the ability to experience these benefits. We affirm the good in
our lives and recognize that He is the source of this goodness. Our attitude of
thanksgiving has the ability to change the direction of each day. Taking the time
to recognize what God has done and expressing our gratitude is important to
developing and maintaining our relationship with Him.

Gratitude also makes us less self-centered. It allows us to cease focusing
on ourselves so much and to place our attention on others. Our expression of
gratitude to God plays an important role in our relationship with Him and with
others. Gratitude is a “glue” that binds.

As we grow in our gratitude, we can learn to be thankful not only for the good
gifts, but for everything in our lives, including the trials and sufferings.

As we move from the month of Christmas blessings to the month of new
beginnings, let us accept that possibly the two most important words in the
English language are “thank” and “you,” especially when they are joined. Have
a happy and significantly meaningful new year. &

Editor's note: When last we heard from David Gillis, back in December of 2017, he was
shifting his focus to building his ministry as a newly ordained chaplain. We are pleased
to welcome him back into the ThumbPrint News fold of regular writers. We are looking
forward to enjoying David's wit and wisdom.
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CLARITY Il HEALTH

Here we are once again starting a brand new year! Seeing as how crazy
2020 was, I thought it would be a good idea to once again deem this new year
as one of clarity! If one were to get an eye exam and be told that they have
20/20 vison, they are considered to have perfect vision and see with great
clarity. These exams are important and conducted routinely on an annual
basis by most people, because let’s be frank, life would be much different
without the ability to see the world around us. But what about hearing with
great clarity? Isn’t the ability to hear the world around us clearly just as
important as seeing it?

Hearing exams aren’t prioritized as much as eye exams or overall annual
physicals, but they should be, considering that hearing loss is being linked
to more and more health conditions that affect the overall well-being of
an individual. Most people are unaware that when we hear, sound waves
travel from the outer ear, through the middle ear into the inner ear, where the
vibrations stimulate thousands of tiny hair cells. These tiny hair cells in our
inner ear send electrical signals to the auditory nerve, which is connected to
the center of the brain, where the electrical impulses are perceived by the
brain as sound. The brain translates the impulses into sounds that we know
and understand. What this means is that there is a direct link between the
ability or inability to hear and the brain.

By getting a regular hearing exam, you can stay abreast of not only your
hearing health, but your overall health. Untreated hearing loss has been
directly linked to cognitive decline, dementia, Alzheimer’s and an increased
risk of falling. One main goal when treating hearing loss is to keep the brain
active and engaged and by treating hearing loss in its early stages, you can
lessen your chances of developing further health problems down the line.
This and every year, let’s be clear where we stand in all matters of our health,
because if we don’t have our health, nothing else we have matters! "

SOME EARLY AHNING SIGNS OF HEARING LOSS (NCLUOE:

You experience ringing in your ears.

You have been told you speak too loudly.

Your family complains that you play the radio or TV too loud.
You often ask people to repeat themselves.

You have trouble understanding all the words in a
conversation.
)\You have difficulty understanding a conversation in a large
group or crowd.

: You find yourself reading people’s lips in order to understand
the conversation.

. 8 You find yourself saying “huh” or “what” a lot in conversations.

_"_9;"_,You find that communicating over the phone is difficult.

: 10 You complain that people mumble or talk too fast.

Editor’s note: Beltone Skoric Hearing Aid Center has been serving the hearing-
impaired community in Michigan for over 30 years. They have made it their
mission to educate about the negative effects of untreated hearing loss. For more
information, please visit their website www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to
schedule a free hearing exam at one of their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.
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«  HEALTH EXAM

SCHEDULING
A FREE EXAM
TODAY WILL
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GIFT CARD

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? CALL NOW!
(989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559

Why Should | Get a Free Hearing Screening?

Everyone over age 60 should have a baseline
hearing screening and should be checked
regularly, similar to an eye exam.

Hearing loss can be an early warning sign or
is linked to ailments including: cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, dementia and Alzheimer’s.

That’s why it’s so important to be proactive

about your health and take advantage of this

advanced screening technology to see if you
have immediate or long-term issues.

= Beltone

Skoric Hearing Aid Cenfter
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@ BeltoneSkoricHearing.com [i n m

*Towards the purchase of the Beltone Imagine hearing system, based on two instruments. $425 off of a single instrument. Discount taken
off MSRP. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Not valid on prior purchases. Limit one reward per person.
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families were heavily involved in the shipping industry in the
Midwest. Westcott spent a majority of his childhood around
ships, and by the time he was 20 years old, he was already the youngest captain
on the Great Lakes at the time. The J.W. Westcott Company was started from a
small operation in 1874, when Captain Westcott began using a rowboat to deliver
messages and items to passing ships on the Detroit River. While a majority of
his business eventually changed to delivering mail, his venture mainly catered
to shipping companies. During this time in freight history, companies were very
protective of their routes, often times not even revealing their final destination
to their captains, which made Westcott’s ability to deliver messages very crucial.
With the invention of the telegraph, Westcott began utilizing the new technology to
let the companies know when their ships had reached the Detroit River, who would
in return send him updated orders for their ship’s captains — it was around this time
that postal delivery was added to the services provided by Westcott.

By 1895, the J.W. Westcott Company was experiencing a great deal
of success making deliveries on the Detroit River, which caught the attention
of other entrepreneurs in the area. Not only did the U.S. Postal Service launch a
boat to compete with Westcott, but other businesses, such as the Independent
Marine Reporting Company, began making deliveries in 1902. In order to stay
competitive and ensure he could deliver the most packages as possible, Westcott

” purchased his first engine-powered boat in

1910, called the J.W. Westcott — Westcott
also expanded his operations to Port Huron
on the St. Clair River in the hopes of
serving other commercial vessels crossing
that waterway. This rivalry continued for
~— & . nearly four decades, when the J.W. Westcott
Company finally won the drawn out battle
over the Detroit River. Westcott’s company
received the postal charter from the United
States Post Office in 1948, which also gave
the business one of its most unique

S.S. J.W. Westcott I in 1908

characteristics — the J.W. Westcott Company was assigned
its own zip code of 48222, making it the only ship in the
country with that distinction. The following year the floating
post office commissioned a new 45-foot ship dubbed the J. W.
Westcott 11, which is still in use to this day.

In the 1970s, the company experienced its highest volume
of business, delivering as much as one million pieces of mail
each year — by the 1990s, that amount decreased by nearly
half, but they filled that void by delivering workers back to
their vessels, as well as bringing crews anything from toiletries
to groceries to pizza. With the advent of technology, the
company has adapted to the changing times, but still remains faithful to their roots
for certain aspects of their business. In the past, the J.W. Westcott Company only
had a notice of about an hour before ships made it into the Detroit River, but thanks
to the ability to track ships today, the workers know first thing in the morning
what customers are going to pass through the waterway. The day prior to their
arrival, captains email the business with their list of needed items — the company
makes approximately 20 of these transactions per day. While the new tools at the
business’ disposal make parts of their job easier, the Westcott Company continues
to use old school means to keep things running smoothly, as well by keeping a
handwritten account of all transactions. Even today, the mail is still loaded into
a bucket attached to a rope just like it was way back in 1874, when it was just
Captain Westcott in a rowboat.

Although the delivery method today is much safer because the workers are in a
larger boat powered by an engine instead of an oar, the process still poses certain
dangers. Although a towline is no longer necessary because the gas-powered boats
can match the speed of the freighters, the reality of how fast things can turn bad
became evident in 2001. On October 23, the Westcott crew was returning a captain
to the Sidsel Knutsen, a 533-foot oil tanker, when tragedy struck. It is typical for
the J.W. Westcott 11 to take on a considerable amount of water while next to the
massive ships, but this time was different. The ship continued to take on more and
more water, which quickly filled the pilothouse, causing the boat to tip to one side.

John Ward Wescott,
1910
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S.S. J.W. Westcott 11 nearing the Ambassador Bridge
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Two of the pilots aboard the J.W. Westcott Il that were being taken back to their
vessels were able to escape out of the door and swim to safety, but not everyone was
as lucky. David Lewis and Catherine Nasiatka, who were the employees running
the ship, perished in the freak accident, which sunk the ship in just 20 seconds
according to eyewitnesses. Although the J.W. Westcott Company employees have
been involved in countless life saving efforts, this was the only time in its 143 years
of service that the company had experienced a fatality of one of its own workers.

The J.W. Westcott Company continues to operate from April until halfway
through December, patiently waiting to help those on the Detroit River 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. In 2005, the business was honored with a Michigan
Heritage Award for a a century of unique service on the Great Lakes. In 2010,
the company was able to do something that few others have ever been able to
accomplish — the presidency was handed down to Captain John Westcott’s great-
grandson, James M. Hogan, making the J.W. Westcott Company a ﬁve generation
family owned and operated business ever since its inception in 1874."%

LAKESHORE FINRNIETYS
[EGAL AID EIRLEEICN

Lakeshore Legal Aid offers free
civil legal services for survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.

To speak confidentially with an attorney,

call our Counsel and Advocacy Law Line:

CALL toll-free (888) 783-8190

Mon, Tue, Thu 9am to 5pm | Wed 9am to 6pm | Fri 9am to 1pm

OR call our local office:
Port Huron office: (810) 985-5107; Mon-Fri 8:30aMm to 4:30pMm

Because Justice for Some is No Justice at All

Visit our website at: www.lakeshorelegalaid.org
Lakeshore Legal Aid: 30500 Van Dyke, Suite 601, Warren, MI 48093
Chief Executive Officer Ashley Lowe approved the content of this message.

This project was supported by Grant No. 34 U.S.C. § 20121 (OVW-LAV) awarded by the Office on
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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By Mike Lerchenfeldt. ThumbPrint News Reader from Rochester Hills, Michigan

Do you know someone who wants to be a teacher? They can get a jumpstart on their
teacher preparation program with free college credit opportunities now available to
Michigan residents.

Modern States Education Alliance and the College Board have partnered with the
Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO) to offer Michigan
residents free online preparation courses for any of College Board’s College-Level
Examination Program (CLEP) exams - giving Michiganders a chance to earn college
credits at Michigan universities and community colleges without taking coursework. To
learn more go to www.bit.ly/SOM-lerchenfeldt

Why do I teach, you ask? I teach because it is a highly rewarding and fulfilling
profession. Teachers have one of the most important, meaningful and purpose-driven
jobs of anyone working today. We share valuable information and important skills to
encourage a love of learning that will serve students the rest of their lives. I do this
work because I am committed to having a positive impact on the future of each student
that I serve.

I wake up each morning and serve students at Iroquois Middle School, a Chippewa
Valley School. Being role model and teaching students the skills and knowledge

. ; they need beyond the classroom, is extremely
inspiring and rewarding. No two days in the
classroom are ever the same.

For me, motivation has always come from
students in my classroom. I know that it is
essential to make lesson plans interesting to get
. all students motivated to learn. I emphasize the
§ collaborative and cooperative nature of scientific
work. I do my best to creatively facilitate and
encourage the engaging interaction between
students, and provide feedback based on their
= observations.

To accomplish our goals, teachers need
perseverance, passion, validation and hope; and
today, given all that is happening in the world,
it is an excellent time to be a teacher, mentor
and role model.

My former teachers helped me get to where I
am today by providing me with an exceptional
education. The math, reading and writing skills

I developed as a student supported me in my journey to becoming a successful teacher
today. Playing sports and being involved in student government taught me valuable life
lessons about teamwork, time management and responsibility. As a student, I learned
the benefits of getting along with people from different cultures, an approach which
continues to assist me in my career. This lesson came full circle during recent travels
to New Zealand, where I participated in a teacher exchange program. Through the
program, I learned from and shared my experiences with foreign educators.

So many educators had a positive influence on my life. They encouraged me to
explore my curiosities, supported me to overcome my struggles, and celebrated my
successes. They cared about me, my learning, my life, and they wanted me to find
happiness within myself, so that I could be capable of helping others. They inspired me
and pushed me to be my best in the classroom and on the athletic fields. I am now trying
to pay this positive influence forward to my students.

During my time in the classroom, I have learned so much about myself, my practice
and my students. I pass along these thoughts to others in the education field, but the
ideas are transferrable to any profession.

Be persistent. Never give up on students, parents and colleagues. Everyone is in this
together, and it truly takes a village to educate a child properly.

Be open-minded. Listen to other people and their opinions. The more information
you have, the better decisions you can make. Communication and organization are
essential for highly effective teachers.

Think positive. There is a lot of negativity out in the world, especially within the field
of education. You need to have a positive outlook in order to combat all the negativity.

Try different roles until you find your niche. Spend time with different people and in
various extracurricular activities. Use your hobbies and passions as a guide.

Always want to learn. Whether it is a new technology or a new teaching strategy,
teachers are life-long learners. We need to be learning alongside our students and show
how passionate we are in seeking knowledge.

As I reflect on my role as a Proud Michigan Educator and advocate for the teaching
profession, I continue to realize that teaching is a multifaceted endeavor, and not just a
trade. The dally rewards and challenges make every day unique, and most importantly,
worth it all. &

Editor's note: Mike Lerchenfeldt earned his Bachelor of Science degree
in elementary education from Oakland University (OU) and Master of
Education degree in educational leadership from Saginaw Valley State
University. He also graduated from the OU Leadership Institute, a program
designed to further increase their contributions to their community.
Mike taught in New Zealand through a teacher exchange program. Since
| 2008, he has been a teacher in the Chippewa Valley Schools in Clinton and
Macomb Townships, Michigan. His academic career and experiences have
inspired him to mentor others. He mentored students at OU and received
university honors: summa cum laude and Keeper of the Dream Award.

Bed Bugs Aren’t
Just In Your Bed!

Common Nesting Locations:
Mattresses, Box Springs, Bed Frames,
Couches, Clutter, Wood Furniture,
Baseboards, Toys, Luggage, Etc.

THEY CAN BE ANYWHERE!
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5 “i  810-329-4535
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“* £ VISIT FACEBOOK.COM/NEIMANSFAMILYMARKET
FOR DELIGHTFUL & DELICIOUS RECIPES!

HELP PROTECT OUR SUPERMARKET HEROES. KINDLY WEAR YOUR MASKS WHILE SHOPPING OUR STORE.
WE AS A STAFF ARE CLOSELY FOLLOWING THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT & CDC'’S GUIDELINES AS THEY CHANGE.
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BENEFITS OF

OWNING A PET

By Dr. DiBenedetto, 7:umbPrint News Columnist

Photo courtesy of is
(@FreeDigitalPhoto.com

According to CNN Health, snuggling with your furry
friends after a hard day is a proven antidote to decreasing the day’s stress. For
millions of people, having a pet brings a circle of love into our lives. They give
affection, we give it back and all of us are the better for it. And here is the best
news, science agrees to a certain point. Throughout history, dogs have been good
at keeping us safe, guarding our houses, our cattle and various material goods. We
have also trained them to assist us with hunting and have bred numerous breeds
specifically for their cuteness and elegance.

Just last year, Medical News Today reported on a study that showed that owning
a pet reduces a person’s risk of premature death by up to a third. Also, researchers
at the University of Harvard in Cambridge, Massachusetts, suggest that pet
owners have higher survival rates, fewer heart attacks, less loneliness, better
blood pressure, better psychological well-being, lower rates of depression and
stress, fewer doctor visits, increased self-esteem, better sleep and more physical
activity. But why is that? It is difficult to establish a causal relationship between
owning a pet and enjoying better health. However, the benefits may appear thanks

F £

to a series of factors related to lifestyle adjustments that people tend to make after
they decide to adopt a canine or feline friend.

Children who have pets have better immune systems and are less likely to take
days off from school. While pets cannot be considered as human replacements,
there is no doubt of their ability to alleviate feelings of isolation that humans of
all ages are prey to. Research has also shown that older, homebound adults who
owned pets had better cognitive function.

The health benefits of pets are not limited to
just cats and dogs. If you’re thinking of getting
a household pet, here are some less common
options: snakes and lizards. You may think
that reptiles seem cold, but studies show that
lizards and snakes can grow attached to their
owners, recognizing those who care, handle
and feed them. Some may even ask to be
petted by raising their necks up. A reptilian companion might also appeal to those
who have an allergy to furry pets or find their exotic, unusual beauty attractive.
Rabbits. Another alternative for those who are allergic to dogs or cats is a bunny
rabbit. A rabbit can be an exceptional family pet, not as high maintenance as dogs
or cats, but with lots of energy and personality. Birds. Feathery friends encourage
social interaction, which can be beneficial if you live alone. Fish. You might
have noticed fish tanks in many doctors’ or dentists’ offices, care homes or other
medical facilities. There’s a good reason for this. Keeping and watching fish have
been scientifically proven to reduce stress and calm your heart rate.

Leopard gecko

Having pets, whether it is a cat or a dog or another species that fits better in your
household, to comfort us has never been more important than this year with all the
isolation, stress and uncertainty people have had to endure. Here’s to hoping that
we all can find peace and happiness in 2021."%

Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a veterinarian at Maple Veterinary Hospital, located
at 2981 lowa in Troy, Michigan. The hospital website is www.mvhvet.com. For other
pet-related questions, you can reach Dr. DiBenedetto at (248) 585-2622.

(®
If you’re planning a trip for business or pleasure, please consider
taking a copy of 7humbPrint News with you and phetographing

yourself holding it at a point of interest for that location.
Submit good quality .jpeg photo(s) to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net and include a paragraph

about your trip. When your photo or photos appear in the paper, A
we will be sure to send you a complimentary copy, so please
include your full name and address with your submission.

ALLING ALL
¢ ANIMAL
LOVERS

So far, we have featured many adorable dogs, a turtle,
a fish, a bearded dragon and a hedgethog!

HELP US BUILD A JOY=GIVING MENAGERIE OF PERKY, QUIRKY,
LOVING PETS TO SHARE IN THUMBPRINT NEWS WITH ALL OUR READERS.

YOU CAN VIEW ALL OUR PET PHOTOS AT WWW.FADEBDDK.CDM/THUMBPHINTN EWS/PHDTDS
IT CAN BE ANY KIND OF PET OR, IF YOU CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN, A WILD ANIMAL!

THUMBPRINT NEWS
PET PB®TO
CHALLENGE

Alittle over a year ago we started our Pet
Challenge: asking readers and pet lovers
alike to send a photo or two of their favorite
animal posing with ThumbPrint News.

BABY RED PANDA

Makes Debut
at Detroit Zoo

Baby red panda, Scarlet (pictured on left),
has made her first public appearance at the
Detroit Zoo following her birth this past July.
She lives in the Haoltzman Wildlife Foundation
Red Panda Forest with mather, Ash.

“It's really exciting to see Scarlet learn from
Ash how to be a red panda. This involves a lot of |-
dramatic tree climbing maneuvers,” said Scott
Carter, chief life sciences officer for the Detroit Zoological Society. Scarlet is the 25" red panda born at the
Detroit Zoo since 1999, "Ash is doing so well with Scarlet; she is very attentive and always waits for her to
follow,” said Carter.

Red pandas are listed as endangered by the International Union for Conservation of Nature. |t is estimated
m that fewer than I0.000 red pandas remain in
¢! the wild and their numbers are decreasing due
to habitat loss, poaching and illegal pet trade.
The Holtzman Wildlife Foundation Red Panda
Forest features more than 14,000 square feet
of naturalistic space with a flowing stream and
waterfall, an arboreal pathway through the
habitat, misting areas to cool the red pandas in
the summer. land for exploration and a variety of
nesting places.

For hours, prices, directions and other
information, call (248) S41-8717 or  visit

www.detroitzoo.org.

Sarlet and sh




January 2021

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) '¢94=36¢8 if you suspect bed bugs!
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% Don Alcorn, GRI and Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

MARKET MATTERS

Is there anyone who isn‘t happy to welcome in
the new year? Wishing you and yours good health,
prosperity and all the best in this new year.

Although final 2020 statistics won’t be available for a couple
of months, 2020 finished brisk and strong, due primarily to the
continuing low mortgage rates and tight inventory. Sales prices
were up, and the COVID-19 pandemic pushed the typical market
seasonality out past spring/summer into fall and the winter months.

The market was also buoyed by more and more people working
remotely, giving them greater flexibility on the geographic area for
their home searches, including more distant suburban and rural
areas. National Association of Realtors® (NAR) reported that one in
three people transitioned to full or partial remote work during the
pandemic and that almost 9 million people relocated in 2020.

Dr. Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, is forecasting that, “A
persistent housing shortage will likely keep home prices elevated,
while new-home and existing-home sales will continue to rise
as record low mortgage rates and a work-from-home trend give
housing markets a boost.”

Mortgage rates should continue to be relatively stable at
historically low levels. Conforming loan limits in most parts of the
country will increase from $510,400 to $548,250 in 2021. Federal
Housing Administration (FHA) Single Family loan limits for 2021
will increase in most areas from $331,760 to $356,362.

We are optimistic and expect a continued strong residential real
estate market in 2021.

HOME REMODELING COSTS VERSUS VALUE

Thinking of selling and wondering what home remodeling projects give
you the best return on investment? Here are a few ideas based on the
“Remodeling 2020 Cost vs. Value Report” (www.costvsvalue.com). A range
is shown as the cost recouped varies geographically.

* Replacing a band of your home’s vinyl siding with Manufactured
Stone Veneer tops this year’s list, with an 88-96% return.

g p— =
R

* (Garage Door Replacement is always a top choice, returning 79-95%
of the investment.

* Minor to Midrange Kitchen Remodels are popular and can return
70-78% value on resale. They also can be the difference to Buyers in
deciding on your house versus another!

* Siding Replacement with Fiber-Cement or Vinyl are estimated to
return 71-78% or 69-75% of their investment, respectively, along with
cost-saving energy improvements, and enhanced curb appeal.”2

Editors note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb, Oakland Counties and the
Grosse Pointes, and are part of an international network of Realtors. They are affiliated with Coldwell Banker
Weir Manuel, the #1 Coldwell Banker in Michigan. You can reach Don and Barbara at (810) 278-6654 or -6655
or dalcorn@cbwm.com or balcorn@cbwm.com.
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Dear Editor,

My favorite stay-at-home story was not about staying at home.

My daughter, DJ, organized a surprise hirthday drive-by for my
granddaughter, Kimberly, in early May. Eight cars full of us gathered in a
nearby parking lot to decorate our cars.

DJ had Kimberly outside for a picnic. It was so precious and fun to see
the expressions on her face - first shock, surprise, then joy - as we slowly
drove past honking our horns, waving and yelling, "Happy Birthday!"
Atotal success.

- Dottie Baillargeon, Warren, Michigan

® 6 0 & & & 0 0 0 0 0 0 o o o o 0 0 0 0

ALL READERS are invited to share
their Stay-at-Home Stories with us!
Stories should be of positive outcomes
from this period of social distancing
and/or lessons that have been learned
as a result. You can email your story to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net or mail
to the address on page 2. Pictures are
welcome too! We will continue printing
them as long as we receive them.
Thank you for sharing your stories
with us and all our readers.

® & & & & & & & o & o o o o o o 0 0 0 oo
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's FLUE Season

this poses health risks from both the bat
guano and the urine, potentially costing

thousands of dollars to replace the soiled

insulation and wood in your structure.
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As HELPFUL AS THIS LITTLE GUY
IS, WE HAVE BETTER METHODS OF
GETTING RID OF SPIDERS INSIDE.

OUR INSIDE GENERAL TREATMENT
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will cause damage to
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Let us clean your gutters and
help you avoid costly repairs.
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S TAKES CARE OF MANY -
DO LIST -

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Pests
from Nicole Szymczak, President, ABC Home & Commercial Services
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Happy New Year, ThumbPrint readers! Now that the holidays have passed,
the beauty and wonder of the winter fades to something a little more frigid.
Staying cozy indoors becomes a top priority for most people. But people
aren’t the only ones looking to keep warm this season! Critters of all types
are in need of food, comfort and shelter, and unfortunately for us, our homes
et g are the most appealing option. Out of the many critters we’d most like to see

R stay out in the cold, mice usually top the list. They are sneaky little guys and
N G & R have the ability to get inside through the smallest of openings — I'm talking
Y of an inch in diameter. Making sure your house is completely sealed up of
: - - all voids and cracks that small is nearly impossible. This means the mice will

be getting in, but there are other ways to deal with them.
Now, you may be thinking, “So what? What'’s the big deal if I spot one
little mouse?” Well, chances are it isn’t just one. Mice breed year-round and

reproduce very quickly! These creatures can be very destructive. They will
target and chew on books, clothes, items stored in boxes, pictures that are

Satu rated irreplaceable and more. Electrical fires have also been known to start due to
mice chewing on electrical wires.

G ro u N d While being worried of a potential infestation, it is also important to be

concerned about your health. Mice can carry and spread diseases to people
Se N d S and pets. Some of the diseases they are capable of transmitting are salmonella
Ants food poisoning, rickettsial pox, meningitis and leptospirosis. Diseases can
be transmitted through bites, contaminated food and mouse droppings.
= Scu rr in Irreplaceable possessions are not the only thing they’re after; mice will eat
.y g and contaminate any food they can find — whether it's out or stored away.

| N S I d e It is vital to throw away any food that you suspect has been contaminated.
Mice will go after food left on counters, on dirty dishes in the sink and even
food in our beloved pets' bowls! Once you are aware that you have a mouse
infestation, there are several precautions you can take to help eliminate the
problem. Make sure dirty dishes are washed and not left out overnight, take
out your garbage every night and put it in a sealed garbage can and pick up
and put away or empty pet food bowls before dark. Mice have poor vision
and are color blind. They rely heavily on their other senses, including the
sense of smell to find food; leaving food out overnight is an open invitation!
Keep all the food in your cupboards in tightly sealed containers and vacuum
regularly. Mice are nocturnal, meaning night time is when they are most
likely actively foraging for food, and seeing mice during the day can be an
indication of a severe infestation. Nesting locations vary, with a few of their

favorites being in attics and crawl spaces.

Mice eat up to 20 times a day and produce about 70 droppings a day per
mouse. With a severe mouse infestation, you will have hundreds of new
droppings in your home on a daily basis. Sanitation is very critical! Keeping
your home free of food sources and clutter will increase the effectiveness

. a of baiting and trapping. Cleaning up droppings on a daily basis also allows
RESIDENTIAL REPAIR. REPLACEMENT you to see if your infestation is getting better or worse with your treatment
3 . . . . .
program. Proper sanitation and daily cleaning decreases the chances of
’:\ND M‘\_INTENANCE disease transmittal.
Sectionals, Tilt-Ups and Roll-Ups Call ABC Home & Commercial Services now to evict these unwanted
FREE On-Site Estimates visitors! Our wildlife technicians will inspect your home and design a

- N ) . specialized treatment plan for you. From the attic to the crawl space and
Certified Technician with over 10 years experience - outside too, our technicians will do the dirty work for you. The sooner you

Preventative Maintenance Packages Available begin the treatment process the better. Remember, there's never just one.
- Call now to schedule your appointment at (810)794-5678."%
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THUMBPRINT NEWS CONTEST

Each month, ThumbPrint News prints a photo of an object, person or a
place for our readers to identify. If you think you know the answer, go to our
website www.thumbprintnews.com and enter your answer. Of all persons
submitting the correct answer by the 12" of the month, one person will be
randomly selected to be entered into a drawing for a wonderful surprise gift
at the end of the year!

Congratulations to our 2020 winners, Gloria and Steve Wolken!

On December 16, 2020, Gloria and Steve, of Rochester Hills,
Michigan, were randomly selected out of the 2020 monthly

winners! The Wolkens have won a $50 gift certificate to
Foxfire Fixin’s restaurant in Marine City, Michigan!

December 15, 2021, out of all our monthly winners.

For our 2020 December contest, we asked our readers to g
identify what the items to the right are and for what they are [
used. Of all of those submitting, no one was able to figure
out the correct answer! This plant that baffled everyone is
the pawpaw.

From Wikipedia: Asimina triloba, the American papaw,
pawpaw, paw paw, or paw-paw, among many regional
names, is a small deciduous tree native to the eastern &=
United States and Canada, producing a large, yellowish- g
green to brown fruit. It belongs to the genus Asimina in EFEESasEs o
the same plant family (the Annonaceae) as the custard- T Ay S
apple, cherimoya, sweetsop, ylang-ylang and soursop. ! el

The pawpaw is a patch-forming (clonal) understory == _
tree found in well-drained, deep, fertile bottomland I/ J
and hilly upland habitat, with large, simple leaves. f P o
Pawpaw fruits are the largest edible fruit indigenous | N&¥ |
to the United States (not counting gourds, which d
are typically considered vegetables rather than fruit
for culinary purposes, although in botany they are
classified as fruit). .

Pawpaw fruits have a sweet, custardish flavor |
somewhat similar to a combination of banana, mango
and pineapple, and
are commonly eaten
raw, but are also used to make ice cream and
baked desserts.

For our January contest, we are asking
our readers to identify the object
pictured on the left. Visit our website
www.thumbprintnews.com if you know

the answer. & GOOD LUCK!

!W? » sz 7

%KC OTTAGE LIVING

By Pamela Lynn Hayes, ThumbPrint News Columnist

Usually at this time of the year when | have already halfway closed up the
cottage, | normally feel a little dejected that another summer has passed
already.

It's almost a feeling of dread and a bit of sadness all rolled into one
feeling as the water tank is drained and the fridge is emptied out and the
deep cleaning is completed. (Deep sigh here.)

BUT THIS YEAR. IT WAS DIFFERENT.

| took care of the necessary steps to winterize the place and make sure
it is ready to bear the brunt of the harsh Michigan winter once again. But
| wasn’t even that diligent or concerned about keeping the mice out this
winter.

Why was | not as sad this year? My love for this little place hasn’t waned
at all and | will surely visit the place several times or so during the winter
months, but | was and still am okay with taking a break from the place for
a bit.

This is unusual for me, but as | think about it, | believe it's because we
have so many distractions in the world right now - so many unanswered
questions about what last year has forced on us. Through no fault of our
own, we were robbed of a 2020 spring and summer and, for the most part,
the fall as well.

Maybe | want to get the new year rolling and to get a few months of 2021
under our belt. Anything has to be better than what we all have endured
since March of 2020.

Maybe I, like so many others, have felt cheated and betrayed when it came
to our normal lives being disrupted and turned upside down and maybe that
is why | was okay with moving forward and getting the winter season rolling.

Not being a huge fan of the cold weather months, | wouldn’t call it an
acceptance or a new found love for winter, but this year | really was ready
to close out the most horrible year | have ever remembered enduring. |If
that means closing up my cottage and moving on towards another year and
riding out the winter months to get it moving faster, then so be it.

| have been awakened to a lot of things going on in the world the past 10
months with everything that has happened to our country and vow to stay
alert and remain awake.

My little cottage isn’t going anywhere and | will still make a few weekend
retreats to check on the place and enjoy a cozy weekend indoors as the
winter lumbers on.

So, thinking about it all in that sense, the winter close up of the cottage
hasn’t been so bad for me this year, void of any sad feelings or dread as in
the past cottage close-ups.

Now | look ahead to the spring opening as always, and that comes with an

exciting feeling! “& Happy 2021, ThumbPrint News Readers!

Q1 Special: January 1 - March 31
FREE Aquakinetic A200 Reverse Osmosis

Drinking Water Station complete with membrane,

(@ K| N et | CO“: pre & post filters and air charge tank with purchase

of a Kinetico dual tank water softener and air
induction filter (better known as an iron filter).

Francek Water Conditioning {
6115 Emmett Rd., Brockway
Call Today Toll-Free 800-848-5150

Authorized, Independent Kinetico® Dealer  www.fwch20.com

water systems

-5/
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ONE WAY TO TAKE CARE
OF FRIENDSHIPS

By Patricia Cosner KUbIC, ThumbPrint News Columnist

Evenin the depth of this ornery pandemic, the perennial January question
of how to face a new year is staring at us. And, since our lives have been
made much, much quieter by an abundance of home life, maybe that
question looms even louder.

There is a viable argument that the question is more important this year
compared to other years. We lost so much last year. Some people lost
everything, leaving those around them feeling lost. And with the talk of
vaccinations giving rise to distant hope, doesn’t that make you feel like this
year is extra important? Hope isn’t just inspiring; it’s a reminder that we
cannot waste our re-start.

But, there are miles to go before we can leave our masks behind; but even
so, the decision of how to face this new year waits for our answer.

When | think about last year, and the restrictiveness that will surely
claim the rest of our winter and the better part of our spring, | try to think
about a few things that didn’t change; things that gave us some degree of
surefootedness. And for me the constant current of friendship has saved
many of my days since we started wearing masks and having game night
over screens.

My friendships are an everyday lifeline to me. The kinship my “sister-
friends” have with each other is invaluable. And, I’m certain I’m not the only
person who feels that way, particularly among women. It’s like women were
born with an extra DNA molecule (or ten) for socializing. Before masks, I'd
get a little wonky if | didn’t see a friend every ten days. Happily married as |
am, what | get during gal pal time is something | can't get from my husband,
and most ladies | know agree. But, friendships, like most everything else,
need proper food and watering. Hmmm...how to do to that when so many
things are off limits?

lunexpectedly got a possible answer early last month. To be safe, | haven’t
seen this particular gal group for a good while. We stopped having cocktail
hour on a backyard patio, sitting six feet apart, when the temperatures took
a nose dive. But, these daring temperatures did not deter my dear friend,
Claire. She got an idea and she just wasn’t going to let go of it.

She invited four of her favorite ladies to have lunch outside on December
6. What!!! Claire was determined to make it a cozy time for us. She put out
patio chairs draped in thick blankets in a circle with a bonfire in the center.
Our winter picnic spot was nestled between her house and a tall pine tree
which effectively, and appreciatively, blocked the wind. Claire put out an
outdoor buffet with hot tea, chicken shawarma sandwiches and we filled in
the menu with some tasty side dishes. Initially, | was taken aback more than
just a little when | got her text describing her invite. But like many women, |
was (and am) desperate for some serious girl-time chatter. So, | cautiously
accepted Claire’s invitation, but my RSVP included a disclaimer that | wasn’t
sure how long I’d last in our chilly Michigan temps.

The four of us arrived at Claire’s house bundled up almost as much as the
kid in A Christmas Story who can’t move his arms because his snowsuit is so
big. Two and half hours later and countless topics mulled over, my cold feet
told me it was time to go home. And it wasn’t just me who had animpressive
case of frosty tootsies.

By mid-evening, | had been home for several hours when | started getting
texts from the girls reporting they were still cold. Yeah, me too. Despite
having a fresh pair of wool socks on and under a thick afghan crocheted by
my mom, | hadn’t warmed up. My husbhand - one of those rare birds who
uses the sentence: “l went winter camping last week” - said that it can take
hours for a body temperature to rise back up to the normal point and that
is probably the reason all of us were still cold hours after being inside our
toasty homes.

We let our body temperatures drop because that is what you do for
friendship during a pandemic. Yes, not the only thing. We stayed outside on
a 33° day in December for hours because heing face to face is so precious it
defies description. Screen time gatherings just don’t cut it every time.

So, I’'m not suggesting several hours in almost freezing weather is what
you need to take care of your friendships, but it does beg the question of
how far will you go to take care of friendships during this pandemic and
during the glorious days of restriction-free life that, hopefully, awaits us
sometime this summer.

One way to think about your friendships is to spend a few quiet minutes
genuinely imagining how you would feel without them. And then magnify
those feelings ten times over - the “pandemic effect” so-to-speak. That
void is also beyond description.

While New Year’s resolutions are the popular gquestion and yes, can be
helpful, maybe reframing that question of how to take care of a precious
thing, the constant current that helped to keep you lifted last year, is worth
thinking about. And for me, my friendships are my utmost and deserve
loving care, even if that means an afternoon sitting outside in the 33°
temperature.”®

You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com

Monday - Saturday
9a.m.-6p.m.

Sunday: Closed

FIND YOUR OWN PIECE
OF PARADISE AT...
7210 Lakeshore Rd."
Lakeport, Ml 48059

DIMENSION GNE SPAS™

Visit us online at

e
BioGuard lenspoolandspa.com

5 ours ~ Licensed ang 1 s
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brought to you bg roxﬂre Frxm 5]

“Between individuals, ag befween nations,

peace means respect for the rights
of others.”

The Zapofec civilizdfion was an indigenous pre-Columbian civilizafion Thaf
flourished in the Valley of Qaxaca in Mesoamerica. Archaeological evidence
shows that their culfure originafed at” least 2,500 years ago. Aboriginal North
American Indians are proud of Their indigenous "full-blood" leader who served
five Terms as the President of Mexico.
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Benito Juarez,
1806-1872, Zapoteca
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"“There is no\‘wmter without snow, no spring without
sunshine, and. n-o)happmess without companions.”
_“2 eV, ~ Korean Proverb
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ridges & Understandmg
tomers & Businesses

Srart With Trust

Melanie Duquesnel

NEW YEAR FINANCGIAL STABILITY

Looking back at 2020, it was a year like we have never experienced before. Many
people were not only impacted physically and mentally, but financially as well. The
new year is here and with that comes new resolutions. While some wish for health and
prosperity, others are just hoping to recover from the exhaustion on both their bodies
and their bank accounts.

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many people have lost their jobs.
Even with unemployment checks, job loss can be a financial burden for anyone. The
stay-at-home order toward the beginning of the pandemic closed many businesses for
several months and they are still trying to recover from that closure — not to mention
the added expense the holidays bring; it has been a financially difficult year for many.

Whether you’re overwhelmed from financial difficulties due to the pandemic or from
overspending during the holidays, working to recover financially can be daunting.
Instead of dwelling on it, move forward with a plan that can help you save money and
prepare for the future.

This year has been one filled with much uncertainty and unfortunately, going into
2021, that uncertainty is still there. That is why it is important to control what you can
and that starts with a plan. Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the
Upper Peninsula offers these tips to help you get started with recovering financially.

Develop a Plan — Before you begin paying off any bill, it is important to develop
a plan for paying down debt as quickly as possible without dipping into emergency
savings or borrowing money. There are plenty of great online resources that help
monitor money and get your budget inline.

Put Your Credit Cards Away — In an effort to avoid creating more debt, put credit
cards away and out of your wallet to avoid the temptation of using them. Some
credit card companies allow their customers to freeze their card temporarily, which
helps dissuade them from using the cards.

Pay Extra Whenever You Can — When repaying debt and trying to regain financial
stability, it is always best if you can pay more than what the monthly minimum of
what you owe is. This will help get the debt down and help you pay it off quicker.

Stay Out of the Stores (Online and In-Person) — When facing a post-holiday debt
situation, avoid going to the mall or shopping online. One of the easiest ways to
help curb online shopping is to unsubscribe from email lists, which often advertise
tempting sales and deals after the holiday season.

Return Unwanted Gifts — If you received a gift that you can return without hurting
anyone’s feelings, then go ahead and return the item. When you return an item you
bought with your credit card, it’ll push down your balance some. When you return
an unwanted gift, you’re gaining some much-needed cash you didn’t have on hand
before, which you may need for paying your bills. Keep in mind that some retailers
aren’t allowing returns during the pandemic. Check their websites to see if they are
extending returns or exchanges at a later date.

Eliminate Unused Services — Take an inventory of services you either no longer
use or services you can live without. Also shop around; you may be able to find cable
or internet for cheaper elsewhere. You might also consider turning to streaming
services, as their monthly payments tend to be cheaper than typical cable bills.

Creating a plan for saving where you can will help you feel more prepared when
uncertainty arrives. If you choose to hire a professional to help with your finances,
check them out at bbb.org or call (866) 788-5706.%

‘We hope to see you soon!
Editor’s note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and S
CEO of the Better Business Bureau serving Eastern
Michigan & the Upper Peninsula, which is a non-profit
organization that fights fraud and promotes ethical
business practices in the local marketplace through its
business accreditation, consumer education and dispute
resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling
(248) 223-9400 or by visiting www.bbb.org.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic
the BBB office will remain

closed to the public until 2021. ~
‘We continue to be available §
via phone or email.

iy
BBB.

We are temporarily
closed due to the

/
&

L
"\

S"‘é

' government restrictions.
Once they are lifted,
we will reopen for indoor
and heated patio dining.

810-765-Y’ALL

of Available Dining Options, Visit
¥ e WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

or check out our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/foxfi reflxmsrestaurant

/,./"
/' CERTIFICATEof \
' EXCELLENCE

7200 River Road, Marine City, Ml 48039

S\

For the Most Current Status
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. so influential that he actually went to the east
ISLAND, continned from Face side of the country to meet zvith both Thomas
Jefferson and George Washington.

Prior to Europeans coming to the Midwest, the Miami tribe were the first
people known to use the island, although they didn’t live on the six-acre enclave
— research shows that the Native Americans came to the land to hunt and collect
seagull eggs. When the British began to gain control of land around the Great
Lakes, they constructed a small wooden fort on Turtle Island in 1794, as a way
to control the navigational waterways in the area. After the British influence was
removed from the area in the early 1800s, the government decided they had no
use for the island, so it was sold in a public auction held in Monroe, Michigan,
in 1827. Edward Bissell from Lockport, New York, purchased Turtle Island with
hopes of preserving the land and its history.

Sadly, nothing ever materialized from Bissell’s dream for the island, but it
wasn’t long before the government realized they actually had a use for the island.
Since commercial shipping had become common by this time, it was decided
that the small island needed a lighthouse to warn ship captains of the potential
dangers in the area. Turtle Island was bought back from Bissell just four years
later for $300, and soon $5,000 was set aside to construct the lighthouse, along
with $2,000 to fight erosion. Shortly after the first lighthouse was erected on
the island, government officials quickly realized they had a problem because the
land that once exceeded six acres was now depleted to only one and a half acres
because of erosion — throughout the next decade, the U.S. government spent tens
of thousands of dollars trying to keep the island from disappearing. The first

. lighthouse keeper was Samuel Choate, who
g served in the War of 1812, but sadly passed
= away in 1834, from cholera and was buried
on the island.

In an attempt to save the fading island
and the newly constructed lighthouse by
the late 1830s, the government turned to the
superintendent of public works in New York,
- who drove two rows of pilings around the
== shore and used the dirt outside the pilings

— - to fill near the shore. While the plan did a
Turtle Island 1880 great deal to slow down erosion, the project
cost the government $16,700, equivalent to nearly $500,000 today. By 1857,
the lighthouse received a new Fresnel lens that could be seen 14 miles away,
compared to the original light that could only be recognized from six miles away.
Following the Civil War, Congress set aside $12,000 for a new lighthouse to be
constructed on the island to replace the dilapidated building. Completed in 1866,
the lighthouse was 44 feet tall with a home attached to the back for the lighthouse
keeper and their family.

It wasn’t long before the issue of erosion once again became a problem, and
in 1884, a concrete wall was installed around the exposed section of the island
at a cost of $15,000 — the reason erosion was a constant issue on Turtle Island
was because unlike most islets in the area, the land was comprised of clay and
gravel. As commercial ships continued to increase in size to carry larger loads,
the path around Turtle Island became too shallow to accommodate the larger
vessels. By 1904, a new lighthouse was constructed to the east four miles, known
as the Toledo Harbor Lighthouse. Once this was completed, there was no longer
a need for the Turtle Island Lighthouse, which was decommissioned — that year
the island was purchased by A.H. Merrill for $1,650. The land changed hands
countless times over the years before being leased in 1933, by the Associated
Yacht Club of Toledo, who planned on restoring the lighthouse and using the
property as a club. This plan was quickly abandoned the following year and
while the land sat empty, vandals continually stripped the buildings of anything
remotely valuable.

Over the next few decades the island remained seemingly unchanged, aside
from metals being taken for scrap and the lighthouse slowly deteriorating. On
Palm Sunday in 1965, a tornado ripped through the area which destroyed the
upper part of the lighthouse and the residence attached to the tower. In the early
1990s, there was an attempt to turn the island into a non-profit and restore all of
the buildings on the property, but unfortunately like all the other plans for Turtle
Island, it never materialized. In 2002, a great deal of money was invested into the

Crane on shore

(contributed by Mushinzencat)

island in order to develop the property into a vacation spot with multiple homes to
rent, but this was soon shut down by the government because they never pulled a
permit in Monroe County, Michigan, which is where the jurisdiction lies for half
of the island. Today, the island looks as though construction could continue any
day, with a crane sitting on the site near a few partially finished homes — the winter
of 2008-2009, destroyed a great deal of these rentals when sheets of ice invaded
the island, actually pushing one home completely off its foundation.

Over the years, rumors have continually swirled around Turtle Island, with some
people believing that ownership of the island changed each year depending on who
won the college football rivalry between the University of Michigan and Ohio
State University. Amazingly,
it is estimated that the United
States government spent more
than $1 million to maintain the
lighthouse and island between
1831 and 1903 — an island that
one day soon may slip under the
surface of Lake Erie never to be
seen again.‘i

Ice sheets built up

Turtle Island Lighthouse (ntributed by ecmh2315fl)

HearING CLINICS
RORM _lisN JIMPEER'CARO

. 8 2 D7 - V Family Owned Since 3152.

uHearmg,

KR Sturtz, ACA
Audiggnanthologiar,

BCN

{-800- 982"1

I

Authorlzed OTICON Provider
Kevin Sturtz, MCAP
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1999 SUBURBAN BIG BLOCK!!!
s — h s

e —— e g

Florida RUST FREE TRUCK!!! 454
multipoint injection. BRAND NEW
TRANSMISSION. 2500 series. Ready to
work for you!!! $5,299! 43,000 miles!!!
Call (810) 432-8080.

é j f § MICHIGAN CORVETTE & CLASSIC

2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

Extra Clean Florida Car!!! Gray interior.
New tires. 128,000 miles!!! Great driver
and gas saverl!!l! Possible financing!!!

Drop by for details!!! Call (810) 432-8080.

XX

é t f § MICHIGAN CORVETTE & CLASSIC

2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

2003 CADILLAC DTS $2,995!!!

Florida CLEAN!!! 113,000 miles, just
driven back from the south!!! Hot heat
and COLD AIR!!! Call (810) 432-8080.

o Maxx

‘MICHIGAN CORVETTE & CLASSIC
2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

2008 LINCOLN MKz!!!

-

Silver/graphite leather. Just back from
Florida!!l Extra clean and nice. $4,895,
possible financing to qualified buyer!!!

Call (810) 432-8080.

é j f § MICHIGAN CORVETTE & CLASSIC

2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

LOW MILES, only 13,400!!! Extra clean
Florida car. 2 wheel drive. Cream leather
interior with DVD player. NO RUST!!! Come
out to see it!!! Call (810) 432-8080.

MICHIGAN CORVETTE & CLASSIC
2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

2010 FORD TAURUS SEL!!!

See us for affordable buy here, pay here
cars!!l MAXX TAX TIME GREAT AGAIN!!!
Call (810) 432-8080.

é j f § MICHIGAN CORVETTE & CLASSIC

2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

Leather, loaded and extra nice!l! $5,895.

2001 BUICK REGAL $2,995!!!
§ - 7‘ =

SENIOR-OWNED, FLORIDA CAR!!! 104,000
miles. New tires. Excellent and RUST
FREE!!! Manager has been driving daily!!!
DON'T BUY MICHIGAN RUST!!! COME SEE
US!!! WE LOOK AT TRADES!!

Call (810) 432-8080.

' MICHIGAN CORVETTE & CLASSIC
2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

2006 GMC ENvoY!!

Drop by for details!!! Call (810) 432-8080.

XX

' MICHIGAN CORVETTE & CLASSIC
2026 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060.

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA
CONDO sleeps six, low winter rates
starting at $700 (inclusive) weekly.
Wireless internet, outdoor, enclosed
heated pool. Call (586) 648-6168 or
visit us online at gilliganscondo.com.

BUYING, SELLING AND BROKERING:
Used metalworking
machinery. CNC or manual.
One machine

or entire plant.
Lathes, machining |

centers, mills, o
grinders, etc. Call ]
(586) 754-9200.

WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.
Call (586) 491-5405.

— |

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE - cash waiting! Also buying
motorcycle parts. Call (586) 855-9420 or
email richmondcycle@frontier.com.

BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,
Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers, Pictures
and more. Cash paid! Will travel. Call or text
Jay at (586) 601-8516.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000 paid.
KELLY (248) 338-0852. Macomb Twp.
Call 7 days.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD FARM
& SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay cash.
Honest and fair. Call or text Steve at

(248) 245-7845.

NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman/Painter
with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

D COEEE T

PIANO LESSONS, offered in the
convenience of your home!

In this busy world, it's hard to get your
child to one more appointment. Let me
bring this training to you! 30+ years
experience. All ages, all keyboards,
beginners to advanced. Serving Lapeer,
Sanilac, St. Clair & Macomb counties,
north of 32 Mile Road.

Call Judy at (989) 635-0536.

SEAWALL SPLASH GUARDS, 12" or
18" professionally installed, fast service,
free estimates. Call (810) 824-2888.

NEEDED: Someone familiar with history/
records/burial records for Spring Hill
Cemetery in Yale, Michigan. I'm looking
for my great aunt's grave. Call Bruce at
(313) 770-1063.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Banquet Center
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call Keith at
(248) 207-6153.

Work Wanted

ANTIQUE CAR MECHANIC very
familiar with years: teens thru 1960s.
Offering repair services for running and
reliability issues. Can rebuild carburetors,
fuel pumps, engines, brakes and
transmissions.

Call Bruce (313) 770-1063.

Help Wanted

CEMENT FINISHERS AND LABORERS
WANTED. Pay commensurate with
experience. Salvaggio & Co. Construction,
call (586) 344-4325.

AARO COMPANIES, Janitors for banks
and office cleaning. PT evening positions
available. Placed within 10 miles of your
home. (586) 759-3700. To learn more
visit www.aarocompanies.com.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.
Experienced & own tools. Email
richmondcycle@frontier.com or

call (586) 727-3697.

THUMBPRINT NEWS NOW HIRING
for Advertising Sales, commission-based
position only. Experience in the field of
sales is highly desirable. To learn more
and apply visit ThumbPrintNews.com.

"“Winter is a season of necovery and

o ”

— Paul Theroux

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 4X4 VEHICLES, THE OUTDOOR LIFESTYLE AND
THE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY?

Check Out the Wheelin’ Podcast!

You can download it for free at iTunes, iHeartRadio,
wheelinradio.com, and from many of

(G

177/
A
R

your favorite podcasting sources.

You can also follow us at facebook.com/wheelinradio

Keith & Johnny Orange‘
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Call ABC Home & Commercial Services at (810) 794=-3678. We make mouse calls!

Helping you find the right
product or service locally.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES CALL (810) 794-2300.

www.gardenofpeaceflorist.com

= “e‘“ Oé e, %

Earn PETAL
POINTS!

1 Petal for every $10 spent

10 Petals = $10

off your next purchase
Will Provide Pickup & Delivery Options

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-6pm ~ WE DELIVER ~ WE WIRE
810-420-0751 602 S. MARKET ST., MARINE CITY, MI 48039

yler | p ° b \%
& “lorist & GV
Make]surejto place
your Valentine's Day
order early!

£.Y0U ’ AU
s8-8 QUICK, CLEAN & THOROUGH 8« 8+5..,

Garages * Basements ¢ Barns * Deck/Shed Removal « Estate Sales * Car Removal
Attics * Fire & Flood Damage * Tractor Work Available « Complete Clean-Up Service

OWNER PRESENT ON EVERY JOB - SAVE YOUR BACKS, WEEKENDS & FRIENDS!

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
35+ Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

storage solutions

Indoor / Outdoor * Boat * RV
Classic Car Storage

s20
844-786-7767 .,

4743 Gratiot Ave., St. Clair, Ml

facehook

CS/Le”y Konarski

YL Enroller/Sponsor #2409827
810.543.2581

Younc ¢ L1vING

ESSENTIAL OILS

Independent Distributor

Anchor

Glass and
Screen 11, LLC [ f]

(586) 725-7107

Doors*"Windows
<Screen:Repair.
«.Shower-Doors
»Insulated-Glass
«Custom Mirrors
Fax (586) 725-7112

Free Pool Access
Super 8, Marysville

ING
FITNESS
CENTER

AFFORDABLE
FITINIESS [FOR
E VE RYO NE!

24 Hour Gym & Tannlng Access

2)Greatjl’focations

Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650

St. Clair
201 North Riverside Avenue
810-364-4650

OpE
V24 HOuRs 7 pays AWEES

WA/ VIKINGEITNESSCENTERS.COM

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK
FOR [P-TO-DATE INFORMATION!

7200 RIVER RoAD
MARINE CiTY, Ml 48039
810-765-Y’ALL (9255)
WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

REPAIR YOUR CHAIRS gy
ALLFROM THE HOLIDAYS

:Chairman

586'839'1 136 10% Wooden Chairs
KARL TRIMBOLI Of Reglued and
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE e
FREE ESTIMATES

THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM

VIDEO INSPECTIONS
FLOOR DRAINS
MAIN LINES
BATHTUBS

SINKS

isiting Nurse Association
& Blue Water Hospice

Preferred Provider Since 1952

We provide high-quality, cost SERVING THE COUNTIES OF:

effective health care to any patient St. Clair - Sanilac
and family member with short-term, .
long-term, or end-of-life care. Macomb - Lapeer

www.VNABWH.orG * (810) 984-4131

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Residential & Commercial
<> Plumbing Service
Licensed & Insured

Serving St. Clair & Surrounding Communities
4770 Galbraith Lane, Clyde, Ml 48049

810.324.2024 Master Flumber,

e Complete
Auto Repair %

* Computer
Diagnostics

¢ Electrical

e Alignments

¢ Exhaust Repair
e Custom Exhaust

AUTOMOTIVE
810-765-4711

213 Katherine St. * Marine City

Page 19
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Complete Trip,
Tour & Cruise
Details at:

Py CED]

A5 Trips, Tours and Cruises
Phone: (810) 985-7151 Fax: (810) 987-6727

All Sunburst Trips and Tours are Completely
Escorted Aboard Newer Luxury Motorcoaches

www.sunbursttours.com

2828 Monticello Dr.
Port Huron, MI 48060

Gift Cerhflcates

make great gift S
for any occasion!
Available in Any Amount

Group Trips
.. and Fundraisers

Saganing
E agles Lamlm o
Casino

ISiiing Fagle st ¥

1 rPlan dl fior

Up tofS60}inknackages

3 On this day

in 1996,

the first clamshell flip '

mobile phone, the
Motorola

StarTAC, goes

on sale.

On this day

10 in 1776,

Common Sense, the

pamphlet advocating

American
independence by
Thomas Paine, is

published.

17 On this day
in 1984, the
Supreme Court rules
(5-4) that private use
of home VCRs to tape
TV programs for later
viewing does not
violate federal
copyright laws.
24 On thls day
in 1679,
King Charles Il / On
disbands the .~ this
English day in
parlia- - 1930,
ment. 3M begins
marketing

4 ontisdy §

in 1935,
President Franklin D.

| Roosevelt claims in his

State of the Union
message that the
federal government
will provide jobs for

on welfare.

11

Scott Key, author of
"The Star-Spangled
Banner,"
dies in
Baltimore.

' 18 On this day
in 1962, the

United States begins
spraying foliage with
herbicides in South

| Vietnam, in order to

i reveal the

{  whereabouts of
Vletcong guernllas

i On thls day
25 in 1840,
an Americant naval

Charles Wilkes is first :
to identify Antarctica
as a new continent.

|
| expedition under
I

Scotch Tape. 31 \

3.5 million Americans |

On this day
in 1843, Francis

On this day

On this day
in 1887, in 1975,
the first U.S. school Wheel of Fortune
of librarianship debuts on NBC.

opens at Columbia
University.

On this day

On this day

12 in 1967, Dr. 13 in 1937, the
James Bedford United States bars
becomes the first Americans from
person to be serving in the Civil
cryonically preserved War in Spain.
with intent of future
resuscitation.
On this day On this day
19 in 1977, zo in 1841,
snow falls in Miami, China cedes Hong
Florida. This is still the ~ Kong to the British
only time in the history during the First
of the city that snow Opium War,
has fallen.
On this day On this day
26 in 1788, a 27 in 1996,

; eret of ships carrying Germany first
convicts from England observes
lands at Sydney Cove International

in Australia. The day Holocaust

is since known as
Australia Day.

Remembrance Day.

On this day
in 1942, in
the Philippines, the
city of Manila and the
U.S. Naval base at
Cavite fall to
Japanese forces.

1 Onthisday 2

in 1902, the
first American college
football bowl game,
the Rose Bowl
between Michigan and
Stanford, is held in
Pasadena, California.

7 On this day On this day On this day

in 1957, in 1835, the in 1793, the
Katie Couric, American  U.S. national debt is first hot-air balloon
journalist and author, $0 for the first and flight in the U.S. lifts

is born in Arlington,

off in Philadelphia,

only time in history.

Virginia. piloted by Jean Pierre
Blanchard.
On this day On this day On this day
14 in 2005, the 15 in 1624, riots 16 in 1547,
Huygens probe flare in Mexico when it Ivan IV of Russia,
lands on Saturn's is announced that all - a.k.a. lvan the Terrible,
moon Titan. churches are tobe | becomes
closed. ' Czar of
Russia.
On this day On this day On this day
21 in 1978, the 22 in 1982, 23 in 1901,
Bee Gees’ album President Ronald ° a great fire ravages
Saturday Night Fever = Reagan formally links ' Montreal, resulting
goes to #1 for 24 weeks. |  progress in arms in $2.5 million
control to Soviet (equivalent to $76.5
Q % repression in Poland. million today) in
! property lost.

On this day ' On this day On this day
28 in 1921, Albert 29 in 1926, 30 in 1969,
Einstein startles Berlin Violette Neatley ' The Beatles perform
by suggesting the Anderson becomes their last live gig, a
possibility of the first African 42-minute concert on
measuring the American woman . the roof of Apple
universe. admitted to practice  Corps HQ in London.

law before the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Editor’s note: This calendar’s purpose is to provide entertainment for our readers and to mention lesser-known historical events. We are aware that there also may be well-known events that have happened on these days, and not listing them does not indicate that we are unaware of their importance.
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A good vocabulary is a powerful tool and makes communication
simpler, so we will continue our quest for unusual words and
their meanings. We hope our readers will join in our learning
journey by submitting some underused, misused or uncommon
words they’ve discovered.

Compiled By Laura lrwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

“The trouble with most of us is that we would rather be ruined by praise than

saved by criticism.” — Norman Vincent Peale

Importune im-por-tune | \im-par-tin

A verb meaning 1a: to press or urge with troublesome persistence b: archaic : to request
or beg for urgently, 2 : ANNQY, TROUBLE. First known use: 1530; Middle English, from
Anglo-French. Ex. The accused is charged with importuning and disseminating matter
harmful to juveniles.

inveigle inveigle|\in-'va-gol

A verb meaning to persuade someone to do something in a clever and dishonest way.
First known use: 1485-95; variant of envegle<Anglo-French. Ex. She inveigles her
patients into trying treatments for their ailments that have not been previously tested.
invidious in-vid-ious | \ in-vi-dé-es

An adjective meaning 1a: of an unpleasant or objectionable nature : OBNOXIOUS b: of a
kind to cause harm or resentment, 2: tending to cause discontent, animosity or envy.

3: ENVIOUS. First known use: 1606; Latin from invidia envy. Ex. Political advertisments,
regardless of the campaigners, are nothing short of invidious.

In one way or another, each of these words remind me of the year 2020. =

=

If you have Ségestlons please email the word(s) and meaning(s) to
thumbprintnews@comcast.net, along with your first and last name and the city
of your residence, or mail them to us at the address located on ﬂage 2 of the
paper. When we use your submitted words, we will credit you in the column.

TFHE FREE WON

By Gerald Nyquist, 7umbPrint News Contributor

Located southeast of Traverse City in beautiful
Grand Traverse County is the delightful Brown
Bridge Quiet Area, public land with rolling
' terrain and pine trees, and the Boardman River
meandering through.

I’ve walked trails there for many years,
always somewhat unconsciously observing the
trailside gnarled and twisted pines. Considering
the numerous times that I had passed a
particular tree, recently I was surprised to see a
lumberman-type, rusty old saw blade jutting-
e out from its trunk down at ground level.

Of course, the history behind this interesting sight likely will never be
known; many years have passed since some woodcutter, probably with
a sharpened, shiny-bladed saw, decided that this tree was to come down.
The mind congers-up a battle scene: saw versus tree. Sharp teeth attacked
the seemingly helpless pine; it fought back with what little defenses
it could muster. Perhaps its gummy sap slowed the blade’s progress.
Perhaps eventually its leaning trunk pinched the blade, ending further
progress, and the woodcutter gave-up. Maybe a dislodged dead branch
fell from the quivering boughs, knocking the woodcutter senseless.
Somehow the tree won the battle.

Hurray! I like trees. B

Editor's note: The author resides in Macomb Township and spends time at his Rennie Lake
cottage near the Brown Bridge Quiet Area.

By Rita MacDonald, 7humbPrint News Columnist

I have this friend. I cannot tell you her name, but she is who
I hope to be when I grow up — wise, and kind, and generous,
and thoughtful. Let me tell you why...

For several years now, I have watched this friend serve her
friends and others in the community when they are sick, or
struggling, or sad, or financially hurting, or just in need of a ride
somewhere, or a few bags of groceries. She drops off meals, listens
intently, cooks homemade soups, writes checks, buys thoughtful gifts, calls,
sends cards, checks in on people, encourages, prays — and when I say she prays
— I mean this woman storms heaven with her prayers!

What sets my friend apart from most people is that she doesn't advertise all that
she does for others. She doesn't call people and tell them of her hours of service,
or announce how exhausted she is on social media from driving people to doctor's
appointments or to grocery shop. She doesn't look for others to recognize her in
any way, shape or form for her servant's heart, or even to point out to her just
how wonderful a friend she truly is. She just does it, and she's quiet about it,
and quite frankly I find her humility my favorite part about her because most of
us, including myself, want everyone to know when we do something kind for
someone else. But not my friend. She serves others for all of the right reasons.

I want to be like her when I grow up.

Now and then, I get a text or an email with a real need to pray for — never, ever
for her...no, no — always for someone else. When we are together, and she tells
me of prayer needs, she gets choked up and cries for the heartaches and the needs
of those she encounters.

I want a heart like that.

My friend has lived a long time and has lost a few friends and family in the
past couple of years, including a close friend recently. This person was dear to
her and she often told me of the time they would spend together and share a slice
of her homemade peach pie — a recipe my friend wishes she had gotten from her
friend before she passed away.

She's lived a life that in many ways is just like mine; she is just a couple of
decades ahead of me in age. [ often tease her and tell her to be sure and do
everything right because I'm watching and following closely behind her! And
then I ask, "How's that for pressure?"

We have so much fun together, my friend and I — and have shared more laughs
in our seven- or eight-year friendship now, than I am able to count. She corrects
me, teaches me, prays with me, guides me, shares with me, cries with me, laughs
with me, and prays for me. She doesn't know it, but she disciples me in so many
ways. I'm not sure she knows how much of an influence she's had on me and how
much I love and admire her.

So tonight, I'm in search of the best peach pie
recipe I can find. Feel free, if you have one, to
kindly send me yours! When I find a good one,
I'm going to bake it and show up on her doorstep,
and tell her how much I love her, how much I
cherish our friendship, and just how much I glean
from her wisdom. I'll bring my own coffee cup,
the one that matches hers, and we'll laugh, and
probably cry, and remember our friend Jerry, our
actor friend Paul, the fun plays we've seen, and
good TIMES we've shared.

Friend, here's to the TIME you intercepted and
invited me to your class, and the good TIME we're
going to have eating this pie! And here's to all of
the TIME in between those two TIMES. You are
one of my life's greatest treasures, and walking
through these years with a friend like you — well,
I'm not sure it gets any better than this ;)

I wanna be like you — when I grow up.’#

“Beware of practicing your
righteousness before other
people in order to be seen
by them, for then you will
have no reward from your
Father who is in heaven.
Thus, when you give to the
needy, sound no trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in
the streets, that they may be
praised by others. Truly, | say
to you, they have received
their reward. But when you
give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, so that
your giving may be in secret.
And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you."

— Matthew 6:1-4 ESV




Visit www.ThumbPrintNews.com to read online anytime! January 2021

S
INVESTMENT

N YOUR BUSINESS

Combining print advertising with digital marketing
increases your return on your advertising investment

. \ » ’ 3 " v r . y .' 1 } "
’ . ‘_“‘ & .' % -(2 ,‘ ,-I o
Calendar of Activities and-Evente
If you have an event in February that you would like listed in the February issue of ThumbPrint
News, email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by January 12, 2021. There is no charge
for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes

necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events
that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.

Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events,

please call ahead for any changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

No events were submitted for
Genesee County this month.

LAPEER

Attica - January
11, 14, 18, 21, 25 & 28
dpen Archery Shootmg,
Lapeer County Sportmen's Club,
1213 North Lake George Rd.
Monday nights (4, 11, 18 and 25)
at 7:00 p.m.: open to compounds
and traditional archery gear.
Thursday mornings (7, 14, 21 and 28)
at 9:00 a.m.: open to compounds and
traditional gear. Thursday nights
(7,14, 21 and 28) at 7:00 p.m.:
open to traditional gear only.
For more information call
(810) 724-6579.

MACOMB

No events were submitted for
Macomb County this month.

OAKLAND

No events were submitted for
Oakland County this month.

ST. CLAIR

Algonac - January
2,3,7,8&9
17" Annual Hlstory of the
Christmas Tree Walk — Deluxe
Tours Only. Buy your ticket
online now for this event! Over 200
Christmas trees, decorated with
authentic ornaments from the 1850s
to the present, are displayed inside
of a 9,500 sq. ft. log home. Due to
COVID-19, we will only be offering
the Deluxe Tour this year. Masks
are highly encouraged. All details are
available at TheChristmasWalk.com,
by calling (810) 794-2300 or see page
__ofthisissue.

SANILAC

No events were submitted for
Sanilac County this month.

Print ads help you establish your brand visibility in
ways online marketing doesn’t. Readers interact
with print advertisments differently; it’'s a more
personal experience, the ads are tangible and often
looked at longer than digital ones. They also have a
longer shelf life, hanging around in peoples’ homes.

Call 810-794-2300 or visit our website at www.thumbprintnews.com

ADVERTISING MADE EASY Great Rates

WITH Srisimienns for the
hPrint News Small to
An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan. M e d I u m
Distribution to six counties in the Thumb of Michigan at no extra cost B u Si n esS

60,000 + Potential Readers Free Graphic Design* Digital marketing available

\ / MADGE ¢WALDO BY LARRY RANN
\ 4 WITH MRS.WEDBETTER
- F |

—_—. 4N - =

" HEY WALDQ S CHO!

To N THE HOLE BIGGER

. > SOT CAN GET MY

appreciateq FISHOUT!

the beautyn
of a
snowflake
itis
“ necessary
to stand
“out in the
cold” }!
- Ar'is’ro‘rle'

“‘I// 4) \‘

((?

N4’

-

@‘i
e
AN

S

THE ONLY “BITE” WALDO GOT WAS A LITTLE

=N

“FROSTBITE".

[ Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

My husband and | were cruising last fall, and went by this building that
someone was restoring. We can't remember the location, other than that
it was somewhere in 5 : R T
the Thumb, probably
between Yale and
Port Huron?

Does anyone from
your staff recognize
it, or maybe one
of your readers
can identify this
location?

We remember
driving also by a hig,
old house on a main
intersection that
needed restoration
and was fenced off. We may have been as far north as Peck, but can't be
sure. Also we remember a car repair place on the main road that had a lot
of old cars in front. Not sure that any of that helps, but we've been racking
our brains and weren't able to find these places when we cruised this fall.

Thanks, Polly Ozga

Editor's note: No one on our staff was able to figure out where this was taken,
so it's up to our readers! If you think you recognize this building, email us at
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
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N i}'i‘ JANUARY DATES ARE

B T T K T 1Y STILL AVAILABLE FOR THIS SEASON’S
YANBY ‘
W HISTORY OF THE CHIRSTMAS TREE WALK

[JISTORY OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE WALK

AN, DeLuxe Tour ONLY
i ; o 16 DATES IN DECEMBER & 5 DATES IN JANUARY

_CLICK THROUGH THE SITE PAGES AT
- 9 WWW.THECHRISTMASWALK.COM
LI FOR MORE INFORMATION

OR CALL (810) 794-2300

PARKING INFORMATION & DIRECTIONS ARE DIFFERENT

-y"ﬂi WE’EK‘END DAfE*S 0 AV A".ABEE . DEPENDING ON WHICH TOUR IS CHOSEN. YOU CAN FIND

SPECIFIC DETAILS BY CLICKING THE TOUR TICKETS IN SITE PAGES

NE&E%%J%R 9500 S0. FT. LOG HOME WITH OVER 9()() TREES INSDy .

DELUXE / DELUXE TOUR TICKETS
R D e Bl s Limited Time Slots Available Total Ticket

TOUR
s Quantity Availap ;
9 101112 65 per person ONY 1050

Lunch Tour: 3:00pPM - 5:00PM 25 0penings per date & meg!gime
1315 1618 19 Dinner Tour: 5:15pM - 7:15PM

20 E 22 23 Eg 26 Guided Tour with Owner, Souvenir Booklet “gﬁgg%g}\%i‘b\(

and a Takeout Meal provided by Foxfire Fixin's

27 29 30 E= 2 HOUSE IS NOT HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE | NO STROLLERS ALLOWED INSIDE
i

Due to COVID-19 and for the health and safety of all involved,
we have decided to cancel the Standard Tour dates for 2020.

ALL DETAILS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO EVOLVING GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS
DUE TO EVOLVING GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS AND MANDATES,
WE ASK ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE
DELUXE TOUR TO PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE MOST CURRENT INFORMATION!
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SALE

*698

Compare at $1,699

Flexsteel Wallsaver Recliner

SALE

$1 498

Compare at $3,199

Flexsteel Sofa

SALE

*1,698

Compare at $3,599

Flexsteel Reclining Sofa

Qm Since 1947

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattresses Stores

<>

NoORTH STORE

Fort Gratiot

Across from Birchwood Mall

810-385-6530

AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY

1. FRAME . . . LIFETIME WARRANTY

Precision engineering of moisture-resistant, cross-grain
laminated wood lets us create frames so strong you

can count on them for a lifetime — we guarantee it.

2. JOINTS ... LIFETIME WARRANTY

Dado-cut overlapping joints reinforced with additional
hardwood blocks. All base joints are further reinforced
with corner blocks that are glued and screwed into place.
3. SEAT SPRING . .. LIFETIME WARRANTY

Our exclusive, lifetime-guaranteed, blue steel seat spring
delivers unmatched comfort and durability. And, unlike
eight-way hand-tied springs, it never needs retying or
replacing to keep you from getting that sinking feeling a
few years from now.

Flexsteel Sectional

SouTH STORE
Port Huron

Historic Downtown

810-984-4215

4. FABRICS

Choose from over 100 fabrics at one
price on all Flexsteel® sofas and reclining
furniture.

5. CUSHION ... LIFETIME WARRANTY
The Plush Cushion features 2.5 Ib. high
resiliency, polyurethane foam topped with
1.2 |b. density polyurethane foam and a

1 oz. fiber wrap — all in a white fabric
wrap

% FLEXSTEEL®
$ SALE
Compare at $5,499

OPEN 7 DAYS:

MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

YEARS SPECIAL
FINANCINQ

ned by & freepik.com

desigr



