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A Closer Look in Honor of America’s Birthday

I love cake! Especially, specifically a pink cake with

pink frosting — or icing, I’'m not all that picky! Sadly,
since developing a gluten intolerance
several years ago, my relationship
with cake has changed dramatically.
While I've had to deny myself
the conventional ingredients, I'm
never one to turn down a gluten-less
cake. However, thus far, I’ve been
unsuccessful in finding or making a
comparable substitute that has the
same soft texture that glutinous cakes
offer — but I refuse to give up!

Since this month holds America’s
birthday (as well as my own), my history-loving brain begged
me to find out where birthday festivities and traditions began —
particularly the expecation of eating cake.

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the word cake is
traced back to an Old Norse word from the 13" century, kaka,
perhaps because cakes haven’t always been as delicious as they
are now. Sugar was very expensive and more often than not,
unavailable to most, with only those of privilege having access.
Before the Industrial Revolution, cakes were more reminiscent
of sweet bread, made out of ground grain, cheeses, honey, nuts
and dried fruits — think fruit cake, the kind that can last for
months! Hmmmm, not for me, thank you.

When refined flour and baking powder replaced yeast as a
leavening agent in the middle of the 19" century, the cakes more
similar to the ones we know and love today began to appear.
In the February 2021 issue of ThumbPrint News’ cover article,
I described how I attempted to make a chocolate cake from

By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

Fannie Farmer’s Boston Cooking School Cook Book, originally
published in 1896. I can say that despite following the recipe
exactly — minus a coal oven — the result was tasty (I
was told by my family as it had gluten), but it left me
a little disappointed because the chocolate shavings
did not melt as expected. I basically had a white
cake full of teeny-tiny chocolate bits. I should have
melted it first! Ah well, even with my love of cake,
baking is an art I have never truly mastered.
In the 1920s, ready-made cake mixes became
available and really caught on in the 1940s when
Betty Crocker came on the scene. I was surprised
to learn that Betty was never a real person. She
was the creative genius of a marketing campaign
of a flour milling company, Washburn-Crosby Co., that later
became General Mills. From what I could find through my
research, cake has generally not changed much since then,
besides in experimental flavoring and alternative ingredient
developments.

Now, onto the best part of the cake — in my opinion — the
frosting! (Which I can thankfully still partake of and have been
known to leave pieces of “naked” cake in my wake!) Before
icing/frosting, you might have enjoyed a honey drizzle or in
later years a sprinkling of powdered sugar or sometime in the
early 16" century, fondant, but the term “icing” doesn’t make
an appearance until the late 1600s.

In the mid-1600s to “frost” a cake you would place egg
whites, beaten stiff with rosewater which was then poured
over the top of the cake, and sprinkled with fine sugar. This
confection would be finished in the oven to make it hard and
glossy. It is believed it was called “icing” because the shiny

See BIRTHDAY Page 6
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VETERAN
SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

A L;L'—aa’ing HAmerican Jcon

In April 1951, General Douglas MacArthur, one of our
nation’s greatest military leaders, addressed a joint session
of Congress. His speech that day is best known for its final
lines in which he quoted words from an old army ballad
that state, “Old soldiers never die — they just fade away.”
Possibly there’s much more truth to those well-remembered
words than we really want to accept.

I have chosen to focus my attention this month on a
group of organizations that have truly been important to
our nation over several decades but are rapidly decreasing
in size for several reasons. So, you may ask, why the
importance and why the loss of membership?

If you are closely related to a veteran, you may come
closer to answering one of those questions than others
who are not. If you are a veteran member of one of several
veteran service organizations (VSOs), you won’t have
difficulty not only answering the questions but expanding
on them.

Allow me to begin by defining the membership of many
VSOs in our nation today. They, of course, are veterans
of military service to the United States. From the most
recent Census Bureau figures, there are approximately
16.5 million veterans in the United States, and, while that
may seem like a large number of people, it represents only
6.4% of the nation’s total adult population. As an example,
in Michigan’s seven-county Thumb region, there are less
than 50,000 veterans. And only a small percentage of these
veterans are members of a veteran’s service organization.
Ask yourselves, how many of your family, friends or
neighbors are veterans?

VSOs have had many purposes but are primarily in
existence to serve veterans. Their activities may encompass
awiderange of services, such as providing programming for
veterans in their communities. These programs may relate
to helping veterans find employment, raise funds to assist
veterans and their families in need, and guiding veterans
to obtaining needed medical services. VSO members are

the people who plant the thousands of American flags on
deceased veterans’ grave sites each Memorial Day. They
are the ones that conduct the numerous Memorial Day
parades and ceremonies each May. They provide most
of the Honor Guard observances at thousands of veteran
funerals each day. Members of VSOs are the veterans who
give their time visiting ill and dying veterans in hospice
care and in hospitals nationally. To capsulize who they
are, we need to use such words as caring, compassionate,
proud and patriotic. But they are rapidly fading from the
American scene.

Some VSOs are federally chartered, meaning they are
recognized or approved by the Veterans Affairs (VA)
Secretary of the United States for preparing, presenting,
and following VA claims submitted on behalf of veteran
clients. A federal charter is not necessarily an endorsement,
but to many, it indicates that the agency in question has a
favorable record with the Department of Veterans Affairs.
It should be noted here that VSOs are not federal agencies
and are mostly nonprofit organizations. They, however,
provide a tremendous service that supports governmental
agencies and do it at no cost to the American citizenry.

There are over 100 VA-recognized, national Veterans
Service Organizations in our nation and VA works most
closely with the larger of those VSOs. Many maintain
locations in numerous communities throughout the nation.
You will find them in several areas of the Michigan Thumb
area.

To identify just a few that are probably recognizable
to many are The American Legion, American Veterans
(AMVETS), Disabled American Veterans (DAV), the
Marine Corps League, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW),
and Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA).

I have only mentioned a few reasons why VSOs have been
so important to American veterans and to the communities
where they are located. If you need more, just ask any
member of a VSO. However, to answer the other questions
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as to why they are fading, you need only attend a VSO membership meeting,
take a good look at those veterans serving as members of an Honor Guard at a
veteran’s funeral, or watch those who proudly carry the American flag in next
year’s Memorial Day parade. With some exceptions, most are noticeably aging.
For a VSO like the VVA, most of their members are in their 70s and 80s and
whose names can be found monthly in the member death notices. There are
only so many veterans of the Vietnam War. When they’re gone, their VSOs
will no longer exist. Couple the aging process with what appears to be a lack
of interest on the part of many younger veterans. They just are not aware of the
importance of the VSO in America’s society.

Those who are considered a part of the “Greatest Generation” also fought in
World War II between 1939 and 1945. As 0£2022, there were still approximately
167,000 surviving WWII veterans. That number is decreasing quickly, and
they were the veterans that created the effectiveness of the veteran service
organizations. They were the inspiration and the backbone of VSO development.
This strong motivation for VSO membership and services is also fading.

Is there hope for VSOs? I would like to think there is, but to what extent is
only a guess. They certainly will not exist in their current local numbers and in
their membership size. The scope of their services may need to be reshaped and
their objectives re-evaluated. I truly believe there is a place for the camaraderie,
compassion, patriotism and desire to continue serving others that currently

exists. They need our support and, if you are a veteran,
your membership.

THUMBPRINT NEWS CONTEST

Each month, ThumbPrint News
prints a photo of an object, person or
a place for our readers to identify. If
you think you know the answer, go to
www.thumbprintnews.com and enter
your answer. Of all persons submitting
the correct answer by the 12% of the
month, one person will be randomly
selected to be entered into a drawing
for a wonderful surprise gift at the end
of the year! On December 13, 2023,
one winner will be drawn out of all the
monthly winners and that lucky person
will be notified via email, and we'll
share the winner's name in our January
2024 issue.

For our June
2023 contest, we
asked our readers
to identify what
is pictured to the right.

Of the many who

submited the correct

answer, Karen Fleenor of St. Clair,
Michigan, was randomly chosen as June's
winner. Karen correctly identified this as
vintage hair dryer.

The model featured here is from the
1960s. Check out the advertisement
to the right to learn all about the Lady
Sunbeam hair dryer!

For our July 2023 contest, we are asking our readers
to identify where they have seen this emblem before.

If you think you know, visit www.thumbprintnews.com
toanswer. GOOD LUCK!

NEW HOMES _ 3.

Marysville Farms

ON MINNESOTA ROAD

BETWEEN RAVENSWOOD & DOVE

HOME
OWINERSH IR
SR

NEWHOME
810-364-3600
www.MARYSVILLEFARMS.com
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There is so much to love about Michigan; yes, even the snow. I so enjoy
the four seasons — especially summer, when it finally arrives. I look forward
to planning my garden, what to plant and when. Oh, my goodness, last year,
that first tomato didn’t get ripe until late July, but it was so delicious. The
flowers started blooming in the front garden bed and it was wonderful.

When summer arrives, [ always feel the urge to be near water, which is
why I love visiting Port Huron. A few weeks ago, after mentioning this to
my sister, she reminded me that she had never been there before. Upon
hearing this, we agreed a trip up the Thumb was in
order on a free Saturday. We were able to convince
a couple of friends to join us as well!

We did a little shopping downtown before
stopping in at the farmers market located next to
Desmond Landing. It was simply lovely as the
water and sunshine made for a beautiful day. Once
getting our fill of the market, my sister reminded me
that it was time for our much-anticipated beach visit.

I sat back as the other three were determined to park
their chairs right at the water's edge and stick their
feet into the water. I watched as they encountered all
those small rocks and pebbles leading up to the water
—in a word, OUCH!

While they braved the rocks to dip their feet, |
began to wonder about how all those rocks got there.

Our beautiful state of Michigan has so much to share,
the Petoskey stone, copper, quartz and more! So
beautiful but such a pain to walk over. Regardless

of the pain, we were able to enjoy everything
else that beach has to offer, the sailing ships and

a lovely view of the Fort Gratiot Lighthouse.
And of course, seeing freighters go by.

Being on that beach and near the water made
for a perfect day. What else could I ask for?
Mother Nature had it covered! I sat and relaxed
and truly enjoyed the moment. My sister kept
remarking on how peaceful it was there and how

she never wanted to leave — I had to agree, but in spirit only as we both had
jobs and homes to get back to!

Before we left for the day, I looked down at the rocks covering the
beach once more and this time instead of thinking about how they got
there I wondered about them leaving. Maybe I could take a couple home

as a memento of the day. Thinking of having them at home
reminded me of my friend Bev and her rock collection. I
called her up that night and told her about my adventure
with my sister. She invited me over to see her collection
and catch up face-to-face.

When that day arrived, Bev showed me the many
rocks she has — which even included Petoskey, copper
and quartz! Then we moved to her backyard and her
huge cedar tree caught my eye. It is just massive! Its
big long limbs stretch out like arms reaching for a hug.
Bev told me all about how her grandchildren would climb
up and sit in the tree for hours when they were
younger. Seeing that tree, how beautiful and
tall it is now, and picturing those little kiddos
climbing in it made my heart do a flip-flop.
Gee, if I were younger, I would love to climb

up and sit in that giant tree too!

I know that the season of fall will be here
before we know it, and I’m looking forward
to lots of apples and peaches for eating and
baking and visiting the fruit stands and cider
mills along the way. But before it gets here, 1’11

do my best to soak in and enjoy every
moment of the summer! I love our state
of Michigan, each time I step out the door
in the morning to walk my dogs I breathe
the air, and it is so nice!

Whether I’m sitting in my yard, at a
friend's or on the beach, Michigan is
beautiful and I'm so happy to always call
it my home.
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REGI-\INING INDEPENDENCE

~ ., /1 THIS 4™ OF JULY .

As we approach the 4™ of July
holiday, more formally known as
Independence Day, it’sa good time
to consider what independence
means for us individually. When
we’re young, we craved it. That
desire to be on our own and do
things our way is a strong driving
force. In our middle-age years,
we are in total control of our
independent destiny and live life
on our own terms. However, as we
begin to enter our golden years,
sometimes physical ailments and
health conditions pose a threat to
our independence that cause us
to have to hecome dependent on
others for things we’ve done for
ourselves our whole lives.

As we age, we develop
conditions, such as hearing
loss, which can be extremely
debilitating. Research from Johns
Hopkins University has shown
that adults with hearing loss
experience a 30 - 40% faster
cognitive decline than those with
optimal hearing. If you’'ve ever
experienced or can imagine losing
your hearing, it’s evident how it
can hinder our independence. For
some people, it’s missing phone
calls, the doorbell or normal daily
conversations. For others, it leads
to cognitive decline, increases
risk of falling and increases the
chances of developing dementia
and Alzheimer’s. Scientists have
shown that when we experience
hearing loss, the brain attempts to

\\\\

health conditions such as hearing
loss are treatable. It has been
said that approximately 90 — 95%
of people with hearing loss can
be treated with hearing aids. A
hearing aid has three basic parts:
a microphone, amplifier and
speaker. The hearing aid receives
sound through a microphone,
which converts the sound waves
to electrical signals or codes
and sends them to an amplifier.
The amplifier increases the
power of the signals and then
sends them to the ear through a
speaker which are passed along
to the brain. Hearing aids make it
possible for a person with hearing
loss to listen, communicate and
participate more fully in daily
activities, which in turn exercises
our auditory system and can help
prevent cognitive decline.

This 4™ of July holiday and
always, please bhe sure to protect
your hearing health from the
beautiful fireworks that emit loud
noises which are very damaging.
Wearing ear plugs or muffs and
staying a safe distance away from
ignition sites are good forms of
protection. Additionally, limiting
excessive noise exposure, limiting
ototoxic medication intake and
staying in overall optimal health
are keys to preventing hearing
loss. Happy Independence Day!
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Beltone’

Skoric Hearing Aid Center
BAD AXE e« CARO « FORT GRATIOT e HARBOR BEACH
LAPEER * MARINE CITY « SANDUSKY

@ BeltoneSkoricHearing.com n u E m
CALL TODAY: (989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559

ASK ABOUT 0UR FREE SUMMER HEARING HEALTH CLINIC
< N vl | + 1 s
-—HEARING HEALTH QUIZ--
Y | | I | N NN N

Do you often ask people to repeat themselves in conversations?
MYES HNO

Do you experience ringing in your ears?
EYES HNO

Do you have difficulty hearing during telephone conversations?

HYES HNO

Have you been told that you speak louder than others?
EYES HNO

Do your loved ones complain that you play the TV too loud?
MYES HNO

If your quiz looked like this K4YES BINO on any of the questions
above, please contact us to schedule a completely free, no
obligation hearing exam to determine your hearing health status.

NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF UNTREATED HEARING LOSS

2@

work harder as hearing becomes BIINGRERSED SH{INGRERSED 320 0INGRERSED) DERRESSIONIG
more impaired, attempting to RISKORERIING RISSORDEMENTIARRISIAORHOSRITALIZAT ONESOCIRIISOIATION
focus and comprehend what is = 0000 e e e e e e e e e e e = = = = = = — "
going on. Many connections in CALL TODAY

UTY (R

7

TO SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE HEARING HEALTH

the brain then begin to reorganize
themselves to try to compensate

for the increased workload, which
results in cognitive decline. When
this happens, we often hecome
dependent on family, caregivers,
medications, etc.
Butwhatiftherewere atreatment
that would allow us to gain some
of our independence back? With
the advancements in technology,

Editorial note: Beltone Skoric Hearing
Aid Center has been serving the hearing-
impaired community in Michigan for
over 30 years. They have made it their
mission to educate about the negative
effects of untreated hearing loss. For more
information, please visit their website
www.beltoneskorichearing.com or call to
schedule a free hearing exam at one of
their 38 locations: (810) 356-0559.

[ ————

EXAM AND SAVE

%

(989) 607-4576 & (810) 356-0559

*Towards the purchase of the Belton Imag
$500 off of a single instrument. Disc
other offer or discount

M hearing system, based on two instruments.
unt taken EMSRPC !b ombin dwnh y
it. Not v ld n prior purchases. Limit one check per per:
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FIREKEEPERS SOARING EAGLE

712,812,823  7/5,7/26,8/16

Departures From:

+ 8:30 am - Exit 257 - St. Clair Park & Ride
+9.am - Port Huron - Sam’ s Club
+9:15 am - M19 / Park and Ride
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FUNDRAISER W[I]N[SI]AY Aucust 9" 3py - Opu
Supporting the Survivors /“ I:UXHR[ HX‘N S

of Human & Sex Trafficking

Please show your support for
ending this extreme cruelty that is
tragically destroying lives here in
our local communities. Join with us
on August 9™ at Foxfire Fixin’s and

20% of all meals* purchased
between 3rm and 9pm will be donated
to help OurR LADY oN THE RIVER
AcAINST HumAN & SEX TRAFFICKING
MinisTrY fund the important work of
putting an end to this atrocity and
helping survivors heal.

All proceeds from the fundraiser goes to the
United States Catholic Sisters Against Human
Trafficking (USCSAHT) whose mission it is to
raise awareness through public events and
provide support to the survivors by giving them
shelter, counseling, spiritual support, job
placement and educational scholarships.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!

7200 River Road, Marine City, Ml 48039
(810) 765-9255 ~ www.foxfirefixins.com
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A Great Time!

BIRTHDAY

Continued from Page 1

finish combined with sugar granules resembled ice. It wasn’t
until well over 200 years later, in the 1950s, that buttercream
frosting made an appearance. The actual difference between frosting and icing is
that frosting is usually much thicker, creamier and spreads easily, whereas icing is
much thinner and used for piping and drizzling and will harden when it cools.

Onto plating the cake — I’ve always, rather unimaginatively, cut a round cake into
wedges like a pie chart and a sheet cake into squares, but while researching for this
article, I found that there are many, many ways to slice it. One that captured my
attention was a tutorial on a mathematical method of cake cutting, invented in the
late 19" century by mathematical scientist, Sir Francis Galton, that will keep the
frosted cake fresh and soft for several days without covering it.

1. Cut the cake fully, right down the middle, then make an identical cut about
an inch from the first cut.

2. Pull it out from the center, plate and slice it into whatever size piece you
need.

3. Slide your knife under one half of the remaining cake and gently push the
two halves together, making it look like an unsliced cake again.

4. Next time, cut in the opposite direction of the center cut previously made,
then slide the ends together.

5. Keep cutting the rest of the cake in the same manner until gone.

I will be trying this method when I have a slice (or two) on my upcoming birthday!

So, where did the idea of celebrating the day of our birth begin? It can be
traced to the ancient Egyptians (3000 BCE) who believed that pharaohs become
gods on the day they were crowned, thus their
birthday and coronation day were one and the
same and involved one big celebration. There
is no record of them being given cake as
part of the festivities, that tradition
is credited to the ancient Greeks
(700-480 BCE), who decided that
the Egyptians had the right of it and
celebrating the day we were born was
a good idea with the addition of cake
as an offering to Artemis, goddess of
the moon, childbirth and wildlife. They
baked moon-shaped cakes and added
candles atop each so it would glow
like the moon; when the candles were
extinguished, it was believed the smoke
from the candles carried your birthday
wish(es) to the goddess.

It was also the ancient Greeks who
started the boisterous birthday party
tradition. Their common belief was that
evil spirits would seek you out every year on the day of your birth trying to cause
mischief and mayhem, making it important for friends and family to gather together
to make lots of noise to scare the evil spirits away. Thus, our modern-day gatherings
and noisemakers.

Moving along to less ancient traditions, we can thank the Germans of the 18"
century who adapted the Greek’s moon-cake with candles into a larger round cake
with a candle for each year of the person’s life, plus one additional candle in the
center, called “the light of life”, to represent the hope of another year.

This tradition, started among German peasants, became known as kinderfeste
which translates to children’s festival or children’s parties. They did not, however,
light the candles immediately before serving the cake and then blow them out after a
wish was made. Instead, they would light the candles in the morning and keep them
burning all day long, replacing them as needed, until after the evening meal when
the cake could finally be enjoyed. The birthday child would blow out the candles as
a symbol of celebration and good luck in the coming year.

In America, it wasn’t until the Victorian era that children in all walks of life
celebrated growing older with a party. Prior to that, American birthday celebrations
took place only for the wealthy and important individuals. Colonists celebrated the
king’s birthday annually until July 4, 1776, when instead some began to hold mock
funerals for King George III on that day. In the years that followed, Americans
began to celebrate “America’s birthday” or Independence Day. Since the early 20®
century, our country’s take on birthday traditions See BIRTHDAY Page 15

Apulian stemless cup showing a
processional dancer bringing cake
offerings, c. 350-325 BCE. From the
Ure Museum of Greek Archaeology
via World History Encyclopedia,
August 20,

2021
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Sitting at the dais as a non-member of the club and as
a recent groom, having married into an extended Italian
family, my new bride at my side; now 40 years later looking
back in hindsight the significance of the moment in 1969,
at that hall, completely escaped any semblance of cognition
my young brain could conjure up.

My place at the head table was where my mother-in-law used to
sit prior to her passing away a few years previous.

The assembled group of club members and guests were waiting
to hear from their club’s president and officers to commemorate
their great event.

I looked around the hall and took in the multicolored mural
extending on a wall from one end to the other. A village was
portrayed with pristine mountains surrounding the town with a
stream running through the valley below.

Some of these members and guests had attended my wedding
only months prior. That night before the ceremony, my new bride
and I were toasted by these individuals to lead a loving, prosperous
life. Most spoke fluent English. There were a variety of professions
represented from doctors and lawyers to bricklayers and teachers.

That night before my wedding I felt that I was truly marrying into
an extended family which would give me love and encouragement
to push on into the many tomorrows I hoped to share with my bride.

The occasion we were at the hall to celebrate was the 50

of Italy, located about three hours southeast of Rome.

Later that evening, it was explained to me that the club’s
name, Loyal Wing, came about in 216 BCE when the residents
of this small, isolated, mountain town actually fought Hannibal
and his army and successfully defended Rome from the
potential onslaught.

In the years since that celebration, my wife and I have attended
numerous weddings, showers, confirmations, baptisms and
funerals which club members also attended.

I am proud to be part of this great Italian extended family. Never
have I been slighted or overlooked by any member of the club. My
father-in-law passed away in the early 1970s, but the family always
continued into the next generation and the next.

The history of these individuals from that small town, Alfedena,
is but one story of thousands that made our country great. These
Italian immigrants became educated and lent their talents to the
fabric of the melting pot of America.

May the Loyal Wing (4/a Fidelis) continue to flourish albeit in
whatever positive form it may take.

My family will know the social, historical and economic impact
this club has had on the great American landscape. I am proud to
have married into this extended family. I now know the significance
of sitting on that dais in 1969, enveloped by the accumulated years

of the most loving, caring, productive Italians who were members
anniversary of the founding of the Italian Loyal Wing Club of  of the Detroit area Loyal Wing Club.

ThumbPrint News
Columnist

WE KEEP YOUR WATER CLEAN & SAFE WITH BIOGUARD CHEMICALS

L ——

64 S. Range Rd.| .
St. Clair Twp. Q. Qfj| <==>

Detroit, made up of individuals and families who came from the
town of Alfedena in the province of L’ Aquila in the Abruzzi region

Editorial note: This article first ran in Senior Living — Macomb, April
2011, but was written in by Bob in 2009.
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VocasuAry VovAGE

compiled By Laura Irwin, ThumbPrint News Staff

Le poulagendan 1a poo-ya a gén dan

Translation: “When chicken have teeth”, a fun way of saying “never”!

voye fle vo-yé flay
Translation: “Throwing flowers”, can mean to flaunt or strut, thinking more of
yourself than you should or to really goof up, completely flub a performance or task.

kreyol pale, kreyol konprann kray-owl pale, kray-owl ko-pon
Translation: “Speak Creole, understand Creole”, meaning do not complicate
things - get to the point.

han m zoréy mwen bian m zor-hay m-whah

Translation: “Give me my ear”, meaning be quiet or shut up!

chape poul shape poo-ya

Translation: “Escape his chicken” meaning to escape or flee.

alo aa-low Nnawe naaway

Hello. See you later.

| beg forgivness, in advance, for the (mis) pronunciations, they are the best | could devise
based on listening to recordings of them spoken over and over on translation websites.

A good vocabulary is a powerful tool, making communication simpler. Readers can contribute to

our learning journey by submitting underused, misused or uncommon words they’ve discovered
to thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Your name will be credited as the contributor.

United Construction Homes
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MODEL CENTER Full-Service Construction Company

I luxury homes -
FAIRMONT
| | HOMES

stick-built manufactured homes

site-built homes - stick-built modular homes
energy-efficient, permanent, wood foundations
demolitions -+ renovations . remodels

garages - pole barns - porches - septic « wells
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Over 100 Custom Floor Plans
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does not include grandstand or rides.

HARNESS RACING

= Splash Park Open Daily! o

RETURNING AGAIN THIS YEAR!
(Saturday, July 22 and Sunday, July 23,
Post Time 5:30pm)

PROPERTY POTPOURRI

Don Alcorn, GRI &

Barbara Alcorn, GRI

Specializing in River Front, Golf Course Properties, Military Relocation

HOME OWNERSHIP MONTH

The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) celebrates home
ownership month every June. According to NAHB’s April Housing
Trends Report, 18% of U.S. adults surveyed have indicated plans to buy
a home within a year. Of these prospective buyers, a majority said they
would be first-time home buyers.

Following a brief uptick in new home sizes in 2021, NAHB reports that
the average new home size dropped slightly in 2022 from 2,525 square
feet to 2,480 square feet; 33% of new homes had 3+ full bathrooms
and 17% had 3+ car garages. The percentage of new homes with 4+
bedrooms rose slightly to 48%, believed to be in part because of the
usage flexibility that bedrooms can provide. It is expected that home
size and amenities will continue to grow in 2023, before dropping again
in 2024,

NAHB’s Assistant Vice President of Survey Research Rose Quint said,
“The decrease in new home size reflects the escalation of home prices
in 2022, and builders scaling back to try to meet demand. The move
toward larger homes and more amenities in 2023 reflects the preferences
of those who can afford higher interest rates, and in 2024, size will
fall back as affordability improves with lower mortgage rates and more
buyers re-enter the market.”

As part of a post-pandemic shift, Donald Ruthroff, AIA, Design Story
Spaces LLC, says, “Home buyers are looking more and more to their
homes to provide a sense of well-being; they want their homes to support
their day-to-day health — physically, emotionally and mentally.”

This is being addressed by builders and designers with paths and other
outdoor spaces connected to the home. Builders report a large jump in
the demand for exterior amenities, such as patios, decks and porches,
along with increased demand for home office space — which appeared
on the list of buyers’ most-wanted features for the first time this year.

Other home features reported to resonate with both first-time and
repeat home buyers include:

* Laundry rooms

» Exterior lighting

* Ceiling fans

* Patios

* Walk-in pantries

* Hardwood flooring on the main level

New buyers recognize that housing affordability remains a struggle,
and the majority (91%) are willing to compromise to afford a home. The
top three areas are a smaller house, simpler more basic interiors and
fewer exterior amenities.

MARKET MATTERS

New residential listings in our MiResource
areas' were down 17.6% year-to-date and condo
sales were down 12.3% through May 2023, compared to the same
time period in 2022. Pending residential sales were down by 15.3% and
pending condo sales were down by 11.6%. Closed residential sales were
down 18.7% and closed condo sales were down 19.2%, compared to the
same time period in 2022.
Average days on the market is increasing in most areas. The median
residential and condo sales prices were up 0.4% and 1.3% respectively.
Averages sales prices in the MiRealsource areas were $272,616
for residential and $256,971 for condos, up 1.2% and 2.6%. Further
breakdowns by area include:

County Residential Condo

Genesee 201,420 | 0.9% 223,357 1 1.7%
Lapeer 285,190 1 3.5% $198,340 |18.9%
Oakland $419,816 1 4.4% 285,088 1 1.2%
Macomb $272,263 1 0.9% 208,541 1 7.8%
Sanilac $188,167 114.3% $280,000 734.8%
St. Clair 250,416 1 4.4% %203,167 | 4.6%
Wayne 203,990 | 4.7% 243,347 1 0.7%
GP Area* 3437,996 | 8.3% %367,777 121.1%

*Grosse Pointe Area

Percentage of List Price Received year-to-date through May 2023
was approximately 99%. Months Supply of Inventory in May was at
1.8 Months, reflecting a continuing tight Sellers’ market. Inventory
of Homes for Sale in our market area this May versus last May was
down by 18.6% and condos were down by 13.8%. The lack of existing
inventory continues to impact home sales and competition for the
available properties remains strong.

As of June 12, the national average 30-year fixed mortgage rate was
7.08% and the 15-year fixed rate was 6.48%.

Editorial note: Don and Barbara Alcorn are Realtors® serving St. Clair, Macomb,
Oakland Counties, as well as the Grosse Pointes. Part of an international network
of Realtors®, they are affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty in Michigan, one of the
nation’s largest and most successful real estate brokerages. You can reach them at
(810) 278-6655, donald.alcorn@cbrealty.com or barbara.alcorn@cbrealty.com.

!MiRealsource Areas include the counties of Genesee, Lapeer, Lenawee, Livingston,
Jackson, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, Saginaw, Sanilac, Shiawassee, St. Clair, Washtenaw
and Wayne.
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Mobility Remodelers, LLC

Visit our new showroom in the Birchwood Mall right next to Target!

4350 24th Ave., Port Huron 48060

Flexible Financing ¢ Limited Lifetime Warranty

WE WORK

www.mobilityremodelers.com 810-385-1700
Be Independent in Your Home /5" Vo 12
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CABINET REFACING ®* CusTom CABINETRY
(BEFORE R AFTER | (BEFORE R AFTER |

{ ADA Standard
Grab Bars

@) Martepeson
Since 1967 CABINET RESTYLERS

Visit our new showroom in the Birchwood Mall right next to Target!

marlenesoncabinetrestylers.com ¢ 4350 24th Ave., Port Huron, MI 48060 * 810-385-1700
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ENJOY THE BEST OF SUMMER

THE FRESHEST PRODUCE

DELICIOUS DELI FAVORITES

BAGEL STOP SPECIALTIES

BUTCHER QUALITY MEATS

DON'T WORRY, WE WILL BE OPEN THOUGHOUT ROAD CONSTRUCTION!
1167 S. CARNEY DR., ST. CLAIR, Ml 48079

For Delightful & Delicious Recipes, visit us online at

JOIN OURREWARDS

310-329-4535

NeimansFamilyMarket.com

PROGRAM FAMILY PERKS
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By Rita MacDonald, 7humbPrint News Columnist

Out of the mouths of babes...

I follow a little 6-year-old girl and her mom and dad on Instagram who are big
into snowboarding — not because I'm into snowboarding, but because they make
it look like so much fun. They travel all over the world and snowboard down
the scariest slopes with the most breathtaking views. I guess one could say I'm
just mindlessly scrolling, but to be honest, after watching a few of their Reels, |
kind of feel like I may have strengthened my calf muscles and burned off a few
calories. Wishful thinking, I know, but say what you will — I enjoy keeping up
with them. The little 6-year-old girl's name is Cash, but they frequently call her
"Cashy", and she has coined this phrase, "If you're scared — do it scared!" Her
mom and dad sell T-shirts and hats and all sorts of merchandise with her words
of wisdom on them.

And then there's the famous missionary, Elizabeth Elliot, whose inspiring
words, paraphrased by me are, "When in dark times, just do the next thing."
Those words have brought me great comfort, especially during one particular
time in my life, and I still often think of them.

Then there's my dad. He coined a number of phrases like, "When in doubt,
don't," and "Just do the right thing," and one of our all-time favorites, "When
you're going to jump in the bathtub, make sure there's water in it."

(Okay, maybe you had to be there for that last one.)

But today! Today, I took my sweet little 6-year-old granddaughter Lyla on a
field trip with her kindergarten class, and when we were leaving to come home,
I asked her if she wanted to stop for ice cream. Well, of course, you know she
said yes, and so I pulled out my phone to Google where the closest Dairy Queen
was. But Lyla insisted she could give me directions. "Gummy, I know how to get
there! You don't need directions!"

By this time, I'd found the directions and plugged them into the GPS, but I

wasn't going to steal her thunder, so I let her believe she was directing me to the
Dairy Queen in town.

"Okay, Lyla! Which way should I go?" I asked as I
parking lot.

"FORWARD, Gummy! Go FORWARD!" And then she said, "Oh shoot, I can't
remember which way is left, and which way is right!" But I turned, and she got
her bearings, then promptly directed me. "Gummy, pass the Tractor Supply store,
and then pass McDonald's, and then Dairy Queen will be next! See! There it is,
Gummy!" And she was right!

Those were some precious moments with Lyla, and she found out how much
she loves a good old-fashioned chocolate shake, just like her daddy and her Uncle
Ian did when they were her age. So did her siblings, Owen and Maci, because we
brought some back for them too!

But at the end of the day, I thought her words, "Go Forward!" were as profound
as Cashy's and Elizabeth Elliot's. I don't think I'll be selling T-shirts or baseball
hats, and I doubt if people will quote her 20 years from now, but I most
certainly will be reflecting on it with a little chuckle for decades,
and will definitely be recording it in my little notebook of
funny things the kiddos say. (If you have kids or grandkids,
and you don't do that — you should start! It will give you
laughs for the rest. of. your. life.)

I'm heading to bed now, but tomorrow morning is my
first day back to work after a little vacation. I need to
jump back on the treadmill, lose the couple of pounds
I managed to find, and get back into the daily groove
again, and I'll start at 6:00 a.m. by taking Lyla's advice
and go forward!

If you want to have fun pretending like you
burned a few calories snowboarding, you can
follow little Cash Rowley and her family at
www.rowleyadventures.com.

started to pull out of the
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= Implementing both print
ADVERTISING 101%  anc cisital acvertising can
help strengthen your
TH U M BPR | NT N EWS marketing campaigns and
make them more effective.
THE IMPORTANCE OF PRINT ADS
Print Ads Produce Typically cost less D
Higher Customer Recall than digital advertising o
People have more trust Print ads are not higher response
in print ads annoying like popups  from consumers
To find out more, call (810) 794-2300 or visit ThumbPrintNews.com!
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A lot of people | know get so excited about the end-of-the-year holidays,
especially Christmas. They prep for months and plan everything around that
joyful season. | am the same way with the month of July. This month, by far, has
my favorite holiday and always has been since | was a little kid. | love to celebrate
and get excited around the Fourth of July. Not just because of the hot summer
weather, but because | like to pause and remember what a great country this
really is and what our celebrations are for.

July is to celebrate our beautiful America and the freedoms our forefathers
created, planned and fought so hard for. We will celebrate our history, our people
and the heroes who proudly defend our country and our flag.

Thank God we have our Constitution and the Bill of Rights to back us. It's funny
how our forefathers knew back then what political battles we would encounter
in the future with government power struggles and takeovers. Those documents
and creeds are what is standing in the way of our freedoms being totally stripped
away from us in the blink of an eye. They are not just old pieces of paper displayed
in a historic museum somewhere.

While none of us are completely happy with the path our country is going down,
we still hold strong to our American values. With the chaos going on in our nation’s
capital, we must remember that We the People are the majority. The Constitution
and our Bill of Rights were not written to keep the people in line, but to keep those
in power in line. The powerful elected elites work for us, not the other way around!

Never lose sight of your hopes and dreams for a better America. Try to relish
the colors of red, white and blue on Old Glory this month. Our national anthem
should be heartfelt when we recite it, not just words that are sung at sporting
events. Hats off, hand on heart, standing up. There is no other way to pay respect
to that song and our country.

Our beautiful American flag should be well cared for when being flown. One of
the five American flag rules states that our flag should fly above any other when
on display.

In 1923, the U.S. National Flag Code was created and became Public Law in
1942. Another rule is that our flag should always be damage-free and without
wrinkles or frays in the fabric. Once a flag has been retired, disposal of the flag
should be done in a dignified manner. There are a lot of military and veterans’
establishments that will take worn-out flags to recycle or to be properly disposed
of. No place for a flag...? Buntings are a good way to display the national colors
and decorate for Independence Day without discrediting our flag.

While having some exterior work done at my little cottage, | had to relocate my
flagpole. Without my flag up, it just doesn’t feel right. Those colors need to wave
in all her glory!
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Have a safe and happy month of July!

Prought to you by Foxfire Fixin’s Restau

“May the sun bring you new energy by day, may the moon softly restore
you by night, may the rain wash away your worries, may the breeze blow
new strength into your being, may you walk gently through the world

and know it's beauty, all the days of your life.”
— Apache Blessing

HEARING CLmiICS

PORT HURON
1391

CARO LAPEER
989-673-8419 | 810266421961

Kevin Sturtz, MCAP

Preferred Provider Authorized OTICON Provider

for
Blue Cross
Blue Shield,
TruHearing,
MESSA, BCN

and others

1-800-982-7391

~

Family Owned Since 1952
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Yellow Jacket
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July is here, and unfortunately, that means aggressive and territorial
yellow jackets are too. These flying insects are becoming more active
and increasingly protective of the nests they’ve spent time
building up and have been known to attack those who get too
close. An attack from them can be scary since just one sting
can be extremely painful, made worse by the fact that they
do not lose their stingers, meaning you can get stung over
and over again. Not only that, but each colony can grow to
upwards of thousands of workers. Because of this, attempting
to remove one of their nests without proper knowledge and
gear can be very dangerous.

Now that you know to stay away, maybe it would be helpful
to understand what to look for? Yellow jackets themselves
look very similar to the European paper wasps, but with a few distinct
differences. First, their antennae are black, whereas the European paper
wasps’ are a yellowish-orange color. Second, yellow jackets are noticeably
smaller measuring on average a 1/2 inch long, as opposed to the 3/4
inch length of the European paper wasp. Third, the type of nests built
by yellow jackets are very different than those of the European paper
wasp. A description of a visual nest is usually enough for a professional
to identify which insect you have over the phone.

Yellow jackets have three main nest types they build: an aerial paper
nest, ground nests or a wall void nest. The aerial paper nest will almost
always be attached to a tree branch and look to be mostly enclosed with
a single entry/exit hole at the bottom. Construction of the nest will
normally begin in early spring, but they generally remain unnoticed
until they're the size of a basketball this time of year.

Ground nests can be dangerous since they aren’t easy to spot, but
they will have one or two entry/exit holes. If you start to see several
insects constantly entering or exiting one area of your yard, it is a
safe bet there’s a ground nest. The activity will be constant due to the
fact that they need to be out hunting for food and materials that aid

Informational Tips and Advice on Common Household Pests from
Nicole Szymczak, President of ABC Home & Commercial Services.

in expanding their nests. Despite the constant flow of
activity, these nests can be hard to spot and are often
discovered inadvertently by disrupting them. Stepping
on it or running the nest over with a lawn mower will
cause these stinging insects to attack! It is important you
know not to start swinging your arms; they will feel more threatened
and call for help from others in the nest to aid in the attack. RUN!
Put as much distance between you and them as possible until
they stop following you.

Perhaps the most disturbing place for yellow jackets to
build their nest is in a wall void. They will find gaps or holes
in, around and underneath siding or even cracks in bricks
that can lead into a wall void of your home or garage. This
can be exceptionally unsafe because yellow jackets have
chewing mandibles, which means they are able to chew
through drywall. Blocking the nest entry hole will cause them
to search for an alternate escape route which just may be
directly through the drywall into your home. Alternatively,

using over-the-counter products can also worsen the situation. By law,
over-the-counter products are required to have a smell. If you can smell
it, they can smell it! The scent will push the yellow jackets further into
the wall void to get away from the bad smell, and in their attempt to
escape, they may possibly chew through your drywall and pour into
your home by the hundreds or thousands.

So, what can you do? Unfortunately, there is no preventative
treatment for yellow jackets. You have to treat them as they appear.
Due to the high number of insects in the colony by this time of year,
their nests are exceedingly difficult to eliminate completely. Couple
that with the fact that each insect can sting repeatedly, and you have a
potentially perilous situation. Nevertheless, calling for professional help
is the best way to proceed. Self-treating these nests can be much more
dangerous for you! If you notice yellow jacket activity in your yard
or home, call immediately because the longer the nest goes untreated,
the larger and more aggressive the colony will become. At ABC Bees,
we understand how dangerous yellow jackets are. Give us a call at
(810) 794-5678 to set up treatment, letting our trained technicians
tackle your yellow jacket infestation!

VA VA VA VA Wh Wb Wh Wb Wb W Wb W Wh Wb Wh Wh Wh W Wb Wb Wb WA WA WA W W W

CAUTION CAUTION

CAUTION

CAUTION CAUTION

VA VA Vh Vh Wh Wh Wb Wb Wh Wh Wh Wh Wh Wh Wh Wh Wh Wh Wb Wb Wb Wb Wb W W W ™™™ W

ItisiStingingiSeascn

ARE ACTIVELY AND

§

YELLOW JACKETS ano BALD FACED HORNETS 2

PROTECTING THEIR GROWING NESTS!

SBEES

810.794.5678

{AB(

ABC Bees will provide a treatment to kill the entire colony, greatly
reducing the chance of problem colonies next year and provide you abchees@comcast.net
with a safer, more enjoyable atmosphere in your outdoor space.

abcbees.com

Licensed and Insured
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Make sure to
Book our Potties
for your Parties!

Graduations, Weddings, Backyard BBQs, Festivals, Fairs, Cottages and More!
Whatever the occassion, give us a call to clear out the pests before the guests arrive.

PROTECT YOUR

PARTY-PEOPLE
- ROM
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CALL TODAY TO GET
B E E _ONTHE SCHEDULE! _

Indoor and Outdoor Treatments Indoor and Outdoor Treat

810.794.5678 | m off for new customers .

abcbees@comcast.net | abcbees.com | GROUP DISCOUNTS, PREPAY SPECIALS |

Licensed and Insured L — EIID_REF_ERR_AI._SAV_IIIG_S —_
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BUY TICKETS! ‘ www.LexingtonVillageTheatre.com or call 810-359-5108

July1&2 July 9 July 15 July 22
Almost Queen: A Tribute Glenn Miller 2080 - The Ultimate ThunderBeard - Tribute
to QUEEN w/ Steve Leonard Orchestra Led Zepplin Experience to ZZ Top
e —r— —r— e —r—
e — R — R —
July 7 July 14 July 21
731 8 H uron A\Ie nue Natural Woml!r - The Music Double Vision - The L‘om!dian
Lexin 1] ton , MI 48450 of Stevie Wonder & More Foreigner Experience Michael Palascak
On
this
day in 1941, Bulova
Watch Company pays
$9 for the first ever
WHAT HAPPENED ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY? —
- commercial.
On this day On this day On this day On this day On this day On this day
in 1850, in 1767, in 1939, in 1971, the in 1930, in 2021,
Benjamin Norway’s oldest Lou Gehrig is the first 26" Amendmentto | On this construction begins a sketch done by
Lane newspaper still in MLB player to have the U.S. Constitution | day in on the Boulder Dam, | Leonardo da Vinci circa
patentsa | print, Adresseavisen, his jersey number is certified, reducing | 1957, John Lennon (16) later renamed the 1480, Head of a Bear,
gas mask is founded. retired on his the voting age to 18. | and Paul McCartney Hoover Dam. 7x7 centimeters (the
with a “Appreciation Day” (15) meet for the first size of a Post-It) sells
breathing at Yankee Stadium. time in Liverpool. for £8.9M ($12.1M) at
apparatus. an auction in London.
On this day On this day On this day On this day On this day On this day
in 1956, in 1796, in 1960, in 1939, Frank in 1946, in 1876,
American actor and Carl Friedrich Gauss | To Kill a Mockingbird | On this Sinatra makes his Dr. Benjamin the first no-hitter
filmmaker, Tom Hanks, | discovers that every | by Harper Lee is first | dayin recording debut, with Spock’s officially recognized |
| isbornin positive integer is published 1957, The Harry James Common by the MLB is pitched |
. Concord, representable as a by J.B. Dwight Eisenhower is Orchestra, singing Sense by George Bradley of |
California. sum of at most three Lippincott the first U.S. president | “From the Bottom of Book of the St. Louis Brown
triangular numbers. & Co. to fly in in a helicopter. My Heart” and Baby & Child Care is Stockings.
“Melancholy Mood”. published.
On this day On this day On this day On this day On this day On this day On this day
in 1439, in 1918, the in 1976, in 1941, in 1973, in 1969, in 1918,
kissing is banned in | Romanov royal family | Nadia Comaneci (14) Tom and Jerry are Hong Kong and Neil Armstrong a flock of 504 sheep
England in an effort to | and several of their becomes the first given their names in American martial becomes the first is killed by lightning
stop the Black Death | retainers are executed gymnast in the the cartoon The artist and actor, person to step on in American Fork
from spreading. by a Bolshevik firing | Olympic Games history |  Midnight Snack by Bruce Lee, dies in the Moon at 2:56:15 Canyon in the
squad in the basement | to score a perfectten | William Hanna and Hong Kong at 32. a.m. (GMT). Wasatch Mountains
of Ipatiev House, in at the Montreal Joseph Barbera. in Utah.
Yekaterinburg, Siberia. Games.
On this day On this day in On this day On this day On this day On this day
in1827, /On 1975, the - 01 in 1966, in 1896, in 1377, in 1914,
the first U.S. this | luxury brand 5| The Supremes release | Vitascope Hall, the the first ordered Austria-Hungary On this
swimming dayin | Giorgio Armani * 419g1 " | their single “You Can’t first permanent quarantine law was decides against day in
school 1930, the | isfounded ~ Arnette Hurry Love”. for-profit movie passed in Dubrovnik mediation and 1836,
opensin ~ firstFIFA ' in Milan, Hubbard is the theater, opensin | on Croatia’s Dalmatian | declares waron | the Arc
Boston. ~ World Cup Final | taly. first woman New Orleans. Coast to prevent the Serbia —the first  de Triomphe
is played in president of the plague from spreading.  declaration of war = opens in
Uruguay. National Bar of WWI Paris
Association. : .

Editorial note: This calendar’s purpose is to provide entertainment for our readers and to mention lesser-known historical events. We are aware that there also may be well-known events that have happened on these days, and not listing them does not indicate that we are unaware of their importance.
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BIRTHDAY

Continued from Page 6

with cake, parties and presents seems to have remained steady.
Birthday traditions in cultures around the world look a lot
different than ours — many don’t celebrate with cake at all. For instance, in South
Korea, you start your day with a bowl of seaweed birthday soup, served because
it is healthy, nutritious and delicious — don’t knock it until you try it. In China, it’s
a bowl of longevity noodles; basically, egg and chicken broth over one really long
noodle that fills the entire bowl, symbolizing a long and prosperous life. In the West
African country of Ghana, you’ll nosh on Oto — a mash of yams and eggs fried in
onion-infused oil. Russians prefer personalized pie over cake, the flavor, either
sweet or savory, is up to the celebrant but a personalized message will be carved
into the top crust. Australians serve up fairy bread, which is buttered white bread
covered in sprinkles — called Hundreds and Thousands in the Land Down Under.
The bread is either rolled up jelly-roll style or left flat. Up in the Netherlands, the
popular birthday tidbit is faartes (fruit-filled tarts), and,
if it’s a milestone birthday, you may also be served
powdered sugar pancakes. The Spanish birthday treat
is often the centuries-old dessert of arroz con leche
(rice pudding) instead of cake.

I remember getting birthday “spankings” — one for
each year, plus one to grow on. From what I could
discover, this tradition is most similar to the Irish
practice of birthday bumps, where several people flip
you upside down, then “bump” your head on the ground
in the same manner as the spankings. It’s called “bump to grow an inch” and if you
make it through 21 years of head bumps you’re given a set of keys to symbolize the
unlocking of the door to your future. A little less dramatic than bumps or spankings,
several countries, including Italy, Brazil and Argentina, will pull on the celebrant’s
ear lobes one pull for each year and one extra tug for good luck. In some areas of
Canada, the tradition is to smear your nose with butter, making you too slippery for
bad luck to get a grip on you! The Danes celebrate birthdays by using the Danish
flag on everything from your clothes to balloons, plates and cakes. Hey, it makes
decorating easy. Traditional Vietnamese culture celebrates everyone’s birthday on
the same day, known as Tét — which celebrates the arrival of spring based on the
Vietnamese calendar (set sometime in January or February). Infants turn one on
Tét, no matter how close to the day of Tét the child was actually born. Modern
Vietnamese peoples often choose to celebrate the actual day of their birth and again
on Tét — that’s like getting a bonus birthday without getting any older! The Mexican

tradition has your family and friends trying to distract you by shouting “mordida”
(bite) as you’re trying to take the first bite of cake while your parent, or someone

else, tries to sneak up on you to smash your face in it. Yikes! I don’ think I would
like that very much.

Finally, the all-American, most recognized and highest-earning song in the
English language is “Happy Birthday to You”; however, originally it wasn’t about
birthdays at all. In 1893, in their cabin home, near the southside of Louisville,
Kentucky, sisters Mildred Jane and Patty Hill wrote the melody and lyrics to the
song entitled “Good Morning to All”. Patty, a school
kindergarten principal, and Mildred, a pianist and
composer, collaborated to create a song that would
be easy for the school children to learn and sing.

They published the song in their songbook Song
Stories for the Kindergarten with Chicago publisher
the Summy Company. Updated lyrics that make up
the popular tune we sing today were published in a
songbook by Robert Coleman in 1924. Then in 1935,
the Summy Company registered a copyright for the song, crediting the Hill sisters
as the authors. The value of the birthday song at the time was $5 million. Sometime
in 1957, Summy Co. became the Summy-Birchard Co. which became a division of
the Birch Tree Group Ltd. in 1970, and then Warner/Chappell
Music bought them in 1988, for $25 million. For many years it
was actually illegal to sing “Happy Birthday to You” for profit
(in the movies, television, etc.) without paying a steep royalty
fee. At one point, Warner/Chappell reported collecting about
$2 million per year for commercial use of this song. Finally,
in 2016, the song was cleared of court reprisals and became
public domain. This tune has also
been adopted and translated into
many languages around the
world. Whew! That’s a lot
for a little song!

As we can see, birthday traditions have many
layers (just like really tall cakes); I hope you are
blessed to enjoy many more years of celebrating,
and I hope you give some of the ancient or
international traditions a try! And now, while I
wade through the frosting and continue my quest
for a delectable gluten-free stand-in, go enjoy some
21%-century frosted and layered cake!

Happy Birthday, America (and me)!

Super ginple pichic eolubione Prom

“ FOXFIRE FIXIN'S

HETHER IT'S AT THE BEACH, I THE IAGKYARD
AT THE PARK OR ON THE BOAT, WE HAVE

) §

BE SURE TO ADD

WED & THURS
12 P.M. - 9 P.M

CHOOSE FROM ALL MENU ITEMS OR FRI - SAT
OUR TAKE-OUT ONLY DEALS BELOW
1lb. of Pulled Pork 12.99 Slab of Smoked Ribs 24.99

1lb. of Slow-Smoked Brisket 25.99

Family Pack 59.99 - (Feeds 4- A $90 value!)
Includes: 1 Full Slab of Ribs, 1 Ib. Pulled Pork w/4 Brioche
Buns, 4 Cups - Soup of the Day, 4 Pieces of Cornbread,
8 oz. of BBQ Sauce, Fries or Baked Potatoes for 4

PERFECT PICNIC SELECTIONS FOR ALL OCCASIONS *x

OUR CUSTOM COCKTAILS TO YOUR ORDER! BEER, WINE & MOONSHINE ALSO AVAILABLE.

11 A.M. - 10 P.M.

7200 RIVER RoAD, MARINE CiTY, Ml 48039
810-765-Y’ALL WWW.FOXFIREFIXINS.COM

Call Ahead, We'll Get Your Order Ready Lickety Split!

SUN.
11 A.M. - 9 P.M.

CLOSED
MON & TUES

DELIVERY OPTIONS AVAILABLE
WE ARE LESS THAN
3 MILES NORTH OF THE
ALGONAC STATE PARK,

3 MILES FROM DOWNTOWN
MARINE CITY AND ONLY
5 MILES FROM DOWNTOWN
ALGONAC!
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Start a Free Life this July

By Patricia Cosner Kubic, 7humbPrint News Columnist

Each July, my mind circles around
the concepts of freedom and
independence, and my heart fills
with gratitude and thankfulness.
Those importantemotions are more
intense after watching updates
on the Russian war in Ukraine. |
had such high hopes that a fierce
Ukrainian defense would shut
down Russia in just a few months.
But, close to a year and a half later,
we're still discussing it, desperate
for some military strategy to be
the final and triumphant launch
against Russia

During the initial days of the
invasion, | saw an interview with a
Ukrainian citizen who | will never
forget. The woman looked so typical:
she was about 45 years old and
had (hopefully still has) a family,
a job and a home. She summed
up her emotional whiplash in one
sentence: “Last Wednesday, | was
at my Pilates class; this Wednesday,
my gym is demolished,” she said
with a blank look. |, too, have
a strength-gaining class each
Wednesday; I've never taken that
class for granted since that short,
poignant sentence.

So this July, I'm thinking about all
sorts of freedoms. Yes, our rights to
vote, gather, worship and so many
others are things to cherish. What
about other freedoms - liberties
that are not mentioned in legal
documents? Maybe July is the time
to list the liberties we want and
more importantly, need to have.

For example, unfortunately, toxic
people have found their way into
my little world. But after some
decisions, these people are no
longer around me. And, every few
days, | find myself exhaling that
the toxic residue continues to fade.
How would you feel free from the
negative people in your world?

Speaking of being free from
negative people, I'm reminded of a
comprehensive investigative study

| read about years ago on women
trying to escape stalkers. This
report stated that about 75 percent
of stalked women were eventually
murdered by their stalkers. Chilling.
Gratefully, the study was filled with
at least a dozen escape strategies.
The description of being free
reminded me of how people track
their sobriety. “I've been sober for
over two years,” some recovering
addicts report. A previously stalked
woman in this study said: “I've been
free for one year, five months, and
three days.” That type of freedom is
as important as our right to vote.

(If you are being stalked or know
someone who is, please consider
these two resources: The 24-hour
hotline at Turning Point is
(586) 463-6990. Also, the National
Domestic  Violence Association
has some critical ideas to help
someone who is being stalked.
Visit the website www.thehoteline.
org, and in the search bar enter:
Stalking Safety Planning.)

There are so many other types of
freedoms waiting for us: Freedom
from smoking, vaping, eating the
wrong foods, over-spending, porn...
so many other pressures preventing
us from having a lighter life. What
if we used this July to start a new
story? What would it feel like next
July if we could say that we don’t
have to worry about toxic people,
cigarettes, cupcakes, or even
shopping? Can you imagine what
we could do with the energy that
was no longer wasted on people and
things that didn’t benefit us, even
hurt us? Thinking back to that study
on women who escaped stalkers, |
can’timagine how their life bloomed
after their escape. They went from
being in a prison to a life of choices.
And that is something everybody
wants this July here in the Mitten
of our country and, especially in
Ukraine.

You can reach Patricia at pckubic@gmail.com

By Laura Irwin
ThumbPrint News Staff

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE IS FROM

HAITI
TAKO POUL

WITH EPIS AND
JUC DE CITRON

We are headed to the west side of Hispaniola island in the Greater Antilles archipelago

in the Caribbean region to visit Haiti. (The eastern side of the island

is home to the Dominican Republic.) The weather in Haiti is always

summer-like which makes these recipes perfect for this time of year

in Michigan. We're making tako poul with epis, which translates to

chicken tacos marinated in a Haitian seasoning base with a side of

Jjuc de citron, aka lemonade! Truly a wonderful combo that

I was excited to make!

WHAT WE LEARNED ABOUT HAITI
1. The name Haiti derives from the Taino people who lived
on the island for thousands of years before Europeans arrived. They called the island
Ayiti which translates to “land of the mountains.” (Within 25 years of Europeans
setting foot on Hispaniola, most of the Taino people were dead from disease, slavery
and massacre.)
2. Haiti is roughly the size of Maryland with 75% of the population living in rural areas.
3. It is the first country in the western hemisphere to abolish slavery. In 1791-1804,
the Haitian slaves revolted under the leadership of Toussaint Louverture (aka 'Black
Napoleon'). It is the only revolution in history initiated by a slave uprising that led to
the founding of a state.

4. All of Haiti’s first leaders were former slaves and it became the first black-led republic.
5. Haitian Creole (Kreyol) is the most
spoken Creole language in the world.

6. The peanut butter in Haiti, called Mamba,
is not only made with peanuts but also hot
peppers, ginger and other local spices.

7. Haiti, formerly called Saint Domingue
while under French rule, was also known
at that time as "the pearl of the Antilles".

8. TheNational History Park includes Haitian
monuments dating from the beginning of
the 19" century when Haiti proclaimed
independence. The Palace of Sans Souci,
the buildings at Ramiers, and the Citadelle
Laferriére are universal symbols of liberty
and independence constructed by black
slaves who had gained their freedom.

9. Haiti possesses beautiful beaches,
mountains, cascading waterfalls and
meandering hiking trails.

Citadelle Laferricre, completed in 1820

Remains of the Palace of Sans Souci,
completed in 1813

Saut d'Eau waterfalls is said to have healing powers.
1t is believed that the Virgin Mary (or the Vodou spirit
Erzulie Dantor) was seen here in the 19" century

Abaka Bay, Haiti — ranked the 57" most
beautifil beach in the world
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INGREDIENTS

For THE Juc DE CITRON FOR THE EPIS (SEASONING BASE)

(LEMONADE) « % ¢ chopped
 4lemons (cut in halves) fresh parsley

o 3 cof water « 10 sprigs thyme
o 1csugar o 1tbsp cloves

o 1tspvanillaextract o 10 cloves garlic
o Y tsp kosher salt o Y cbell pepper
o ice o Y% conion

« mint (optional) « 1cgreen onion

o 2 tbsp basil

o 2tsp salt & pepper

« 2 tsp cayenne pepper

o 1colive oil

« Y capple cider vinegar

o 2 tbsp Better than Bouillon
vegetable base

For THE POUL (CHICKEN)

« 4 boneless chicken thighs
o 2tbsp epis

o 1 tbsp taco seasoning

« 4 tortillas

o 1 tbsp olive oil

o Y tsp kosher salt

« Y tsp ground black pepper

DIRECTIONS

For THE EP1S
1. Place all the ingredients
in a blender or food
processor. Blend to
desired consistency but
do not liquify. It should
be a thick paste, similar

FOR THE LEMONADE
1. Wash and cut lemons in half.
2. Squeeze the lemons over a
large pitcher to release the
juice.
3.Add in the water, sugar,
vanilla extract and salt. :
4. Stir well and refrigerate for in texture to pesto.

at least 30 minutes before | 2- Placeina 16 oz jar.
serving. 3. Refrigerate for later use

on various meats, fish,
beans, rice, stews and
soups.

5. Pour over ice when ready to
serve.

6. Garnish with fresh mint
leaves, if desired.

Author's note: All of these were easy, tasty and worth
it to make! The epis is a fantastic seasoning blend that
I will be keeping on hand and using to flavor many
dishes but I did leave out the cloves because it's one
of the few things I truly dislike the flavor of. (It's right
up there with goat meat!) We pan seared the chicken in
a cast iron skillet and used double the amount epis. It
was very delicious. If you wanted to serve to a crowd, 1
feel putting the chicken, epis and additional seasonings
in the crockpot with a little chicken broth would work
well. The lemonade was my favorite, the addition of the
vanilla and salt really enhanced the fresh citrus.

A rural home in Haiti

1.

2

3.

. Season with epis, salt and

. In a large skillet, heat the oil

. Add the taco seasoning and

. Serve with warm taco shells

. Traditional Haitian toppings

FoR THE CHICKEN

Wash, pat dry and cut chicken
into strips.

pepper.
Cover and let marinate for at
least 30 minutes.

then put the chicken with the
marinade into the skillet and
cook for 5 minutes, stirring
constantly.

cook for an additional 10
minutes on medium low heat.

and your favorite toppings.

include: marinated tomatoes
(chopped tomatoes, onion,
with oil and vinegar dressing
with salt, parsley, lemon juice
and garlic powder) and Pikliz
(pickled cabbage, carrots,
bell peppers, scotch bonnet
peppers seasoned with garlic
and onion, pickled in white
vinegar.)

Dancers in traditioanl attire perform during
the parade at Kanaval (Mardi Gras). The
celebration lasts several days with people

celebrating freely on the streets.

If you would like to submit
a recipe, please contact us

Housing in the capital city, Port-au-Prince

at (810) 794-2300 or email
thumbprintnews@comcast.net.

Lake Superior Day has been celebrated on the third
Sunday in July every year since the 1990s. It was
started by lake lovers in Thunder Bay, Ontario.

Well-Known Facts about Lake Superior:
e It is the world's largest freshwater lake by
surface area, a whopping 31,700 square miles and
it is the third largest lake in the world by volume.
e Lake Superior holds 10% of the world's

fresh water.
e It holds more water than all of the other four
Great Lakes combined with the deepest part of the lake
measuring 1,332 feet deep.

* There is evidence of people being in the Lake Superior region 10,000 years
ago. Artifacts from the Ojibwe people dating back to 5000 BCE show they
had settlements along all along it's shores and called it otchipwe-kitchi-gami
(the sea of the Ojibwe people.)

e It is home to over 350 known shipwrecks and upwards of 10,000 people have
perished in its icy waters. (The average temperature of the lake is -30° F in the
winter and 45° F in warmer weather.)

Not So Well-Known Facts about Lake Superior:

e A process called karstification is believed to have caused sinkholes, caves,
lakes and rivers in Lake Superior's limestone and dolomite lake bed, which
created an entire lake underneath Superior, named Lake Inferior. It was first
discovered by a team of geologists in th the 1900s.

e There is a fish that is only found in Lake Superior — the siscowet lake
trout. It thrives in the lake's deep waters and is considered to be the
lake's main predator.

e The highest wave ever recorded on Lake Superior was 29 feet on October 24,
2017, near Marquette, Michigan. The waves that sank the Edmund Fitzgerald
in 1975 were measured at 23 feet.

Even if you don't live on Lake Superior's shores, there are still things you can
do to show your appreciation of this natural wonder and all the Great Lakes'
essential, life-giving natural resources.

* Adopt a beach or a bit of shoreline: clean up plastic and trash to prevent
lake pollution.

* Contact your legislative officials and let them know that keeping our Great
Lakes clean and safe is important to you and your community.

* Help young people in your life understand the importance of the Great Lakes
and their waterways.

e Wear natural fiber clothing (cotton, silk, linen, wool). Synthetic clothing
(fleece, acrylic, nylon, polyester) releases pollution in the form of microscopic
plastic fibers into the water system that are too small to be filtered out by
wastewater treatment plants.

* Choose phosphorus-free fertilizer and native plants that filter out pollutants
that are causing toxic algae blooms.

e Clean your boat bottoms (including paddle boards and kayaks) and let it dry
completely before taking it to a new body of water.

* Dispose of unused pharmaceutical drugs properly (antibiotics, hormones,
psychoactive drugs, etc.) Flushing them down the toilet causes traces to end
up in our groundwater, lakes and rivers disrupting delicate ecosystems.

We cover six counties and
have nearly 1,000 Drop Locations!

You can find our entire list at www.THUMBPRINTNEWS.com,
or you can make a suggestion for a new location near you!

GET THE PAPER MAILED TO YOUR HOME - LEARN MORE ON PAGE 18!
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|Classified Marketplace

(

CLASSIFIED ADS .
CALL (810) 794-2

)

ISSUES FOR $

OTHER: $3 Per Issue M

B 6 moNTHS For $16.50
MAIL FORM & PAYMENTS TO: TPN Subscriptions — 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI. 48001 START MY SUBSCRIPTION

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLET0: ThumbPrint News [ cash Clcheck

Fill it out this form and return it to the address below, or call (810) 794-2300 to order by credit card.

CRAFTERS WANTED: for Craft Show
and Rummage Sale, held on Saturday,
September 2, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
and Sunday, September 3, 11:00 a.m.

- 4:00 p.m.at Romeo United Methodist
Church, 280 N. Main, Romeo. Call Becky
at (586) 337-1361.

LOOKING FOR CRAFT VENDORS
AND VINTAGE CARS for Algonac-Clay
Historical Society Craft, Vendor and Car
Show event on August 12. For more
information call Paula at (810) 278-4466
or (810) 794-9641.

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN
ALGONAC! The Algonac Lions Club Hall
is available for rental for all occasions.
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac.
For questions or to book, call the Club at

FISHING BOOK FOR SALE: Over 200
pages of presentations. Formulated to
excel at taking whatever species we
choose. Fishing for Answers. Get it for
just $29.95 (regularly $34.95).

Call (586) 781-5777.

CASH FOR COLLECTIBLES.

Coins, currency, pocket watches, vintage
fishing and hunting, postcards, military,
police and much more. Inquiries invited.
Bank references available.

Call (586) 784-5861, ask for Ron.

1983 FORD LN7000 FOR SALE,

16 ft. dump box with plastic liner, 3208
Cat engine, 10-speed with 2-speed rear
axle. Starts, run and rides well. $3,000.
Call Ron at (313) 690-2218.

WILL PAY CASH for guitars! Electric or
Acoustic. American-made only. Fender,
Gibson, older Epiphones, Rickenbacker,
Gretsch, Taylor, Dobro, Danelectro,
Mosrite, Martin, Guild and more.

Call (586) 491-5405.

BUYING, SELLING AND BROKERING:
Used metalworking

We are an Independent, Michigan Owned and Operated Newspaper.

ThumbPrint News

An imprint of places and people at work and play in the Thumb of Michigan
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S (810) 512-8020. STAINLESS machinery. CNC or
2 BESTUS PIPES manual. One
s FOR SALE machine or
o~ $700, like new. entire plant.
(] MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 13-6IDx161in., Lathes,
CONDO sleeps six, low summer rate 2-8IDx30in., plus  machining
g starting at $87 per night (plus taxes, various connections centers, mills,
2= cleaning and fees). Wireless internet, included. Call Ronat  grinders, etc.
S o” hot tub, pool and enclosed heated pool. (313) 690-2218. Call (586) 754-9200.
%5 ‘gg’ Visit us online at gilliganscondo.com or BRICK BUYING WWII, VIETNAM & ALL
3585 call (586) 648-6168. RANCH MILITARY ITEMS, Helmets, Uniforms,
=3 FOR Patches, Medals, Flags, Daggers,
Help Wanted SALE Pictures and more. Cash paid! Will travel.
OR Call or text Jay at (586) 601-8516.
MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC WANTED.  RENT, ALWAYS BUYING: old outboards and
xperienced & own tools. Email located

richmondcycle@frontier.com or call
(586) 727-3697.

CEMENT FINISHERS & LABORERS
WANTED. Pay commensurate

with experience. Salvaggio & Co.
Construction, call (586) 344-4325.

NEED A HANDYMAN OR SOME
PAINTING DONE? Handyman,/Painter
with 24 years of experience. High quality
work and competitive rates. All work
guaranteed to meet your satisfaction.
Call Dave at (810) 824-2888.

in Ortonville, MI. 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath
with full basement and attached 2.5-car
garage. 5 acre corner lot, new furnace,
central A/C and well. Call Ron at

(313) 690-2218.

3 LARGE STANDING WALNUT TREES
FOR SALE. You cut and haul, or | can
cut and deliver for additional fee. Make
offer. Call Ron at (313) 690-2218.

SHOP AVON ONLINE

anume.avonrepresentative.com

Join Our Mailing List bit.ly/DiscoverAvon

Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/AvonDirectwithCrystal

Join Avon Today! bit.ly/BeautyGig

inboards, pre-1950, and old pond model
boats. Call (586) 463-4456.

MOTORCYCLES & ATVS WANTED.
DEAD or ALIVE - cash waiting!

Also buying motorcycle parts.

Email richmondcycle@frontier.com

or call (586) 855-9420.

WANTED CLASSIC CAR

From 1930 to 1995. Up to $15,000
paid. KELLY (248) 338-0852.
Macomb Twp. Call 7 days.

OLD GAS & OIL SIGNS, OLD GAS
PUMPS, AIR METERS AND OLD
FARM & SODA SIGNS. Willing to pay
cash. Honest and fair. Call or text Steve
at (248) 245-7845.

MAKE BANK

You get 20% of purchases* & free event advertising
for your non-profit, charity or organization!

*excludes alcoholic drinks, tips and taxes

Have Your Fundraiser

at Foxfire Fixin’s!

Call for full details and to

reserve the best date!

7200 RiverR Roap, MARINE CiTY, MI
810-765-9255 » www.foxfirefixins.com
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Business
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Helping you find
the right product
or service
locally.

CALL
TODAY
FOR
OUR
RATES

(810) 794-2300

JAnchor

Glass & Screen 11, LLC B

N\/L& .
&7 Doors
|  Windows
Screen Repair V2
Shower Doors |
Insulated Glass
Custom Mirrors

: ' EdBickley |* -
.(586) 725-7107
. Fax .(586) 725-7112 .
8900 Dixie'Hwy. |
Fair Haven, Ml 48023

REGISTER ONLINE FOR OUR

14-Day Free Pass!

AFFORDABILE
FITNIESS [FOR

EVERYONE!

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

2iGreatj]lfocations

Marysville
782 Huron Boulevard
810-364-4650
St. Clair
301 North 9th Street
586-330-1342

OpE
N 24 Hours 7 DAYS AWEES

W\X/\/.VIKINGFITNESSCENTERS.COM

SEWER AND DRAIN CLEANING
VIDEO INSPECTIONS ¢ FLOOR DRAINS
MAIN LINES ¢ BATHTUBS ¢ SINKS

0 WITH
IOA OFF +isao

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

RJL Company LLC

Carpentry & Roofing | Custom Builder
Robert Lee 586-531-9631
rjlcompanyllcegmail.com
rough carpentry ¢ roofing
siding - gutters
additions * polebarns
Lenox, MI 48048 licensed & insured

COUNTRYSIDE
PLUMBING

Licensed &Insured

Fast, Friendly, Professional
Shawn Miles

Master Plumber

810-324-2024

Commercial & Residential
Free Estimates - 24 hr. Service
Serving St. Clair and
Surrounding communities

4770 Galbraith Lane
Clyde, MI 48049

In-Line Video
Inspection

storage solutions

Indoor / Outdoor * Boat * RV
Classic Car Storage

20
84741.%%r:ti70t§v§ ;t.70I7ai r6MI7
MIKE’S HAULING 750 zemovaL

586-531-3103
SAVE YOUR BACKS,
WEEKENDS

OWNER PRESENT ON EVERY JOB
& FRIENDS!

{3 Y60 DOPT COALT .0 02 A i

. Basements ¢ Barns * Deck/Shed Removal « Estate Sales C.
Garages BAtﬁcs « Fire & Flood Damage * Complete Clean-Up Servicear Removal

. w4c3< 3% QUICK, CLEAN & THOROUGH ¢+ 4.

Complete Trash-Out Specialists ~ Uniformed Staff
40 Years Experience ~ Same Day Service ~ Fully Insured & Bonded

Qo 100
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 4th Street Antigues )

Vintage & Casual Décor

Quality Furniture, Collectibles, Linens, Books,
Vintage Jewelry, Art, Architectural Pieces

| 347 N. Cedar Street ¢y Buy, Sell, Appraisals {
§ Imlay City, MI 48444 fzxg% 810-724-1800j

8 (I-69 Exit 168 N. 1.8 miles) Beth Murawski, Proprietor

N q
] ANTIQUE4THSTREET@AOL.COM | FIND Us oN FACEBOOK

9 Mon, THUR, Fri, Sat: 10am - 4pM | Sun: 11aM - 4pm o
GOt )

GOT A CHAIR THAT'S NOT USEABLE?

CALL = ® KARL TRIMBOLI
WOODEN CHAIRS ¢ WICKER REPLACED
BROKEN PARTS REPAIRED & REGLUED

= N S S = N A 4 e I

OOV WSS A Ll oJV
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE ¢ YETERAN OWNED
THECHAIRMANFURNITUREREPAIR.COM

Affordable Stump Removal

Reasonable Rates and Prompt Service
Servicing St. Clair & Sanilac Counties

Free Estimates

(810) 357-3152

Owned & Operated
By Hugh Doherty

Flexible Hours
Licensed and Fully Insured




Visit www. ThumbPrintNews.com to read for free online today!

July 2023

If you have an event in August that you would like listed in the August issue of ThumbPrint News, email it to
ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by July 12, 2023. There is no charge for the listing. Limited space is available for publishing
events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize.
Events that were submitted earliest and non-profit events will be given the first priority.

Editorial note: Before traveling beyond your hometown to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any

changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

GENESEE

None submitted this month.

LAPEER

July 4 - Hadley
Hadley 4" of July Events! Hadley
Mill Museum, 3633 S. Hadley Rd.,
varying times for the different events.
The Hadley Run (5K Walk/Run) will
start at the museum at 8:00 a.m. For
more info visit runsignup.com and
search “Hadley”. The Hadley Children’s
Parade will begin at 10:00 a.m., the
famous Hadley 4" of July Parade will
begin at noon, and we’ll have a craft
show at the Old Town Hall from 9:00
a.m. —2:30 p.m. For more info find the
Hadley Township Historical Society on
Facebook, at HadleyTownship.org or
email HadleyHistorical @ gmail.com.

July 4 - Hadley

Hadley Mill Museum Open, Hadley
Mill Museum, 3633 S. Hadley Rd., 9:00
a.m. — 3:00 p.m. Stop by to see three
floors of Hadley Township history and
don't miss 1929 Durant automobile
on loan from the Stahls Automotive
Foundation. For more info find the
Hadley Township Historical Society on
Facebook, at HadleyTownship.org or
email HadleyHistorical @ gmail.com.

July 12-14 - Lapeer
4-H New Adventures Day Camp,
Camp Lael, 2062 Ferns Rd., Wednesday
and Thursday 9:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m.,
and Friday 9:00 a.m. —8:00 p.m. with
families are invited to join their camper
for dinner and an activity! This camp is
for kids ages 5-12 who have completed
K-6th grade by July 1. We'll have lots
of activities: arts and crafts, swimming,
games and songs, a scavenger hunt and
special guests! The cost is $90. For more
info call Jean at (810) 667-0341.

July 14 & 15 - Attica
Attica Days Festival! 4350
Peppermill Rd., 2:00 p.m. — midnight
on Friday and 8:00 a.m. — midnight
on Saturday. On Friday, the Attica
Fire Dept. will host a Spaghetti Dinner
starting at 4:00 p.m. and Barb Wired will
supply the music on the main stage at
6:00 p.m. Both days will have crafters
and vendors, food vendors and live

sawmill demos throughout the day. The
Eagles Beer Tent will be open both
days. Saturday will have a kid’s central
tent with the Bubbleman, cupcake
eating contest and more. There will be
a petting farm and for $10 (free for kids
3 & under) there will be inflatable rides,
spider bungee jumping and a rock wall.
Also a car/motorcycle show and an
awesome fireworks display at dusk.
For full schedule of events and more
info visit atticadays.org.

MACOMB

All Month Long
All of Macomb County
Woman'’s Life Chapter 855 Bottles
and Cans Drive, helping those
in need in our community. Make a
difference today by donating. For larger
donations, we have a pickup service.
Call (810) 392-5136 for pickup or drop
off places in Memphis and Richmond.

All Month Long
St. Clair Shores
Diaper Drive, drop off point at Right to
Life of Michigan's Macomb Educational
Resource Center, 27417 Harper Ave.
It's Christmas in July! During the month
of July, we will be collecting diapers
and baby wipes to help local crisis
pregnancy centers and baby pantries
throughout Macomb County. All size
diapers are needed, especially sizes
4-6. For more info call (586) 774-6050
or email MacombRLM @ril.org.

July 1-28 - Roseville
Summer Reading Challenge
2023: All Together Now, Roseville
Library, 29777 Gratiot Ave., visit during
library hours to sign up. Read all the
books you love to read, and compete
in other "challenges" to earn points.
1,000 points gets you into the Grand
Prize drawing! Speak with a librarian for
more details. Open to all ages. For more
info and a full list of library events, visit
rosevillelibrary.org/wordpress/programs-
events or call (586) 445-5407.

July 2,9, 16 & 23
New Baltimore
New Baltimore 16" Season
Farmers Market, on Washington
St., between Main St. and Front St.,
9:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m. July 16" is the
NBFM'’s 16" Birthday Party! We'll have

FREE birthday treats for Market guests
(while supplies last). The market will
run every Sunday until October 29™.

Our market accepts the Michigan
Bridge Card (SNAP) and participates
in Double Up Food Buck (DUFB). For

more info email marketmanager@
newbaltimorefarmersmarket.com
or text (586) 215-7484.

July 5 & 19 - Roseville
Zumba Fitness, Roseville Library,
29777 Gratiot Ave., 6:30 p.m. Join us
for this class that provides a dynamic

calorie-burning form of workout for
people of all fitness levels and age
groups! No registration required. For
more info and a full list of library events,
visit rosevillelibrary.org/wordpress/

programs-events or call (586) 445-5407.

July 5, 12, 19 & 26 - Memphis
Wednesday Night Bingo, Memphis
American Legion Post 566, 34330
Bordman Rd., 5:30 p.m.—9:15 p.m.,
games start at 6:30 p.m. Concession
stand available, light dinner served at
7:30 p.m. for a small charge. For more
info call and leave a message for
Mary Beth at (810) 392-3237.

July 7, 14, 21 & 28 - Memphis
Friday Night Euchre, Memphis
American Legion Post 566, 34330

Bordman Rd., doors open at 6:30 p.m.,
start time is 7:00 p.m. Cost is $10.

For more info call and leave a message
for Mary Beth at (810) 392-3237.

July 8 & 9 - Chesterfield
World War Il Reenactment, The
Chesterfield Historical Village Green,

47275 Sugarbush (north of 21 Mile
Rd.,), 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. on
Saturday and 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. on
Sunday. Join the Chesterfield Historical
Society as they host the Michigan
Military Technical & Historical Society
in public demonstration of authentic
WWII combat, both Allied and Axis
encampment life and vehicle displays.
There will be two public battles on both
days at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Food

and drinks will be available for purchase.

Entrance fee is a donation of $1 per
person or $2 for a family. For more info
visit chesterfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

July 10 - Ray Twp.

The Reptarium: Bring the Zoo to
You! Ray Township Public Library,
64255 Wolcott Rd., 6:00 p.m. —7:00

p.m. This is a hands-on learning
experience for all ages by Reptarium
Keeper with 10-15 of their favorite
reptilian friends that you won't forget!

This event is FREE but please register

in advance so we know approximately

how many friends to expect. For more
info on this, or other library events,
visit raylibrary.org.

July 11 - Chesterfield Twp.
Food Truck Roundup, Brandenburg
Park, 50050 Jefferson Ave., 3:00

p.m. — 8:00 p.m. Blankets with Care
is partnering with the Chesterfield
Township Parks & Rec for this
awesome summer event! Blankets with
Care will be selling beverages to raise
fund for their mission of bringing joy to
the homeless, veterans, elderly and
those in need in Macomb and St. Clair
Counties. Admission to the park will be
free! Blankets with Care will be at the
booth with the purple top. There will
also be additional vendors and fun! This
event will also be happening on August
8"and 29", same place and times! For
more info call (586) 219-5015 or visit
blanketswithcare.com.

July 12 - Roseville
Teen Tabletop Game Night,

Roseville Library, 29777 Gratiot Ave.,
5:30 p.m. Gather with friends for a night
of strategy and RPG games! We'll have

a variety of games, including Disney
Villainous, Dungeons and Dragons and
more. This event is for teens going into

grades 7 through 12. No registration
required. For more info and a full list of
library events, visit rosevillelibrary.org/

wordpress/programs-events or call
(586) 445-5407.

July 14 - Utica
Lions Bear Lake Camp 2
Annual Baseball Game & Picnic
Fundraiser, Jimmy Johns Field,
7171 Auburn Rd., buffet picnic is from
6:00 p.m. —7:30 p.m., game starts at
7:05 p.m. Come out and support Lions
Bear Lake Camp while watching the
Utica Unicorns take on the Westside
Wooly Mammoths. Tickets are $36 and
includes pregame buffet, two drinks
and a seat at the game — $10 from
each ticket sold is donated to the Lions
Bear Lake Camp. There will also be a
Fireworks Spectacular presented by
Magna. For more info call
(248) 330-1101 or (248) 521-6293.

July 15 - Mt. Clemens
Crocker House Museum Garden
Walk, Macomb County Historical
Society, Crocker House Museum &
Gardens, 15 Union St., 9:00 a.m. — 4:00
p.m. Come out and get a behind-the-
scenes look at some of Mt. Clemens’
beautiful gardens! Start at the Crocker
House Museum Garden, where
you can enjoy refreshments and an
optional museum tour, then pick up
a map leading you through nearby
neighborhoods. Tickets are $12 for
members, $15 for non-members and
are available at the door. For more
info call (586) 465-2488, email info@
crockerhousemuseum.org or visit
crockerhousemuseum.org.

July 21 & 22 - New Baltimore
Blankets with Care Joining the
Bay Area Sports Show, Walter
& Mary Burke Park, 36300 Front St.,
4:00 p.m. —9:00 p.m. on Friday and
10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. on Saturday.
Blankets with Care will be at the Craft
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& Vendor Section (organized by
Coordinated Crafters Connection LLC
— ccconnectionlic@yahoo.com) of the

show (bayareasportsshow.com). There
will be a lot of activities for the whole
family at this Sports Show and Fishing
Tournament. Come see Blankets the
Caring Elephant and BABY (Be a Better
You) Peanut! Get some coloring pages.
For more info on Blankets with Care
visit blanketswithcare.com, find us on
Facebook, call/text (586) 219-5015 or
email blanketswithcare @ yahoo.com.

July 23 - Warren
Warren Garden Club 2023 Garden
Walk, 5750 Chicago Rd., 10:00 a.m.
—4:00 p.m. Join us as we “Return to
our Roots” with our garden walk around
the historic Village of Warren and
Chicago Road (once a Native American
trail). Besides seeing gardens, you
will experience historic buildings from
1840-1941, including the outbuildings
of a historic farm, a restored 1920s auto
dealership, Historic Union Cemetery,
the 1857 1stBaptist Church, as well as
the newly installed Beebe Park. Tickets
available at many locations, $8 in
advance or $12 day of walk. For more
info call (810) 656-6490.

July 25 - Roseville
Piano Concert: Music of the
Motor City, Roseville Library, 29777
Gratiot Ave., 2:00 p.m. Join pianist
David Rodgers for a trip through the
1960s sounds of Detroit. Featuring
solo piano performances of hits by
Smokey Robinson, the Supremes, the
Temptations and many more, Rodgers
will offer historical background info and
stories behind the songs, musical trivia
and a Q&A session. No registration
required. For more info and a full list of
library events, visit rosevillelibrary.org/
wordpress/programs-events or call
(586) 445-5407.

OAKLAND

All Month Long (Wednesdays -
Sundays only) = Bloomfield Hills
Cranbrook on the Green,
Cranbrook Art Museum, 39221
Woodward Ave., 10:00 a.m. — 5:00
p.m., and 8:00 p.m. on Thursdays.
Come experience the artist-designed
mini golf course that will be open to the
public until September 3. Visitors are
highly encouraged to purchase tickets
online in advance. Each ticket includes
admission to the galleries to explore
other exhibitions also on view. $15 for
adults, $10 for ArtMembers and
Detroit residents and $8 for children
under 12. For more info visit
cranbrookartmuseum.org/mini-golf.

July 7, 14, 21 & 28 - Oxford
Friday Fish Fry, American Legion
Post 108, 130 E. Drahner Rd., noon
— 8:00 p.m. Average cost is $12/
person. We have walleye, cod and
shrimp, combo plates and have carry
out available. Every Friday! Building is

sanitized daily. For more info
call (248) 628-9081.

ST. CLAIR

All Month Long - Algonac
Algonac-Clay Twp. Historical
Society Ticket Sales for the
Larger than Life Cash Raffle,
tickets sold by the Algonac-Clay
Historical Society members. Raffle
drawing will be held on October 24. Get
your tickets now before they sell out
(typically before the end of August!).
They are $100 each and only 300 will
be sold. 1% prize: $10,000, 2™ prize:
$3,000 and 3 prize: $2,000! Federal
and state tax will be withheld. For more
info call Paula at (810) 794-9641 or
email paulaburgess @comcast.net.

All Month Long - Port Huron
Diaper Drive by the St. Clair
County Health Department’s

Maternal and Infant Health

Program (MIHP), drop off point St.

Clair County Health Department, 3415
28" St., during their regular business
hours: Monday 10:00 a.m. —6:30 p.m.
or Tuesday through Friday 8:00 a.m. —
4:30 p.m. Donations of new packages of
baby diapers (all sizes), including baby
wipes, rash creams or baby hygiene
items are being requested. 100% of
donations will be given to eligible MIHP
participants. Monetary donations can
also be made via St. Clair County
Treasurer's PayPal at paypal.com/
paypalme/sccmitreasurer. For more
info or to schedule a donation pick-up,
call (810) 987-4903.

July 5 - Fort Gratiot
St. Clair Kennel Club General
Meeting, Denny's, 4010 24" Ave., 6:00
p.m. We meet the first Wednesday of
the month at an area restaurant. Come
to see what we’re all about! For more
info visit our website stclairkc.org or
email stclairkennelclub @ gmail.com.

July 5, 12, 19 & 26
Marysville
Knights of Columbus #9526
Wednesday Bingo, Knight Club,
1195 Gratiot Blvd., 6:20 p.m. start time.
(Doors open 2 hours prior.) For more
info call (810) 364-6800.

July 5, 12, 19 & 26
Port Huron
Veterans Walking Group, Blue
Water River Walk, starting at the
Tuskgee Airman Memorial just north of
the Blue Water Bridge, 9:00 a.m. This
group is open to all current and former
service members and their families. No
registration or commitment required.
We'll be meeting every Wednesday.
For more info call (810) 966-3755.

July 6, 13, 19 & 26
Marysville
Weekly Bingo that Benefits
Blankets with Care, Knight Club,

1195 Gratiot Blvd., 6:20 p.m. start time.
(Doors open 2 hours prior.) Join us
every Thursday for Bingo, as well as
helping us make Blessing Bags for the
Homeless and do Acts of Caring for
veterans and seniors in Macomb and St.
Clair County. For more info on Blankets
with Care visit blanketswithcare.com or
call (586) 219-5015.

July 7 - Smiths Creek
All You Can Eat Fish Fry, American
Legion Post 525, 7150 Smiths Creek
Rd., 4:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. First Friday
of every month! Cost is $10 for adults
and $4 for 12 and under. For more info
call (810) 367-6351.

July 8 - Port Huron
Summer Walk and Talk Book
Club, Blue Water River Walk at
Desmond Landing, 51 Court St., noon
—1:00 p.m. Join the Main Branch of
the St. Clair Library System as they
celebrate the county parks with this
summer club! July's book: Blood and
Fire: The Unbelievable Real-Life Story
of Wrestling’s Original Sheik by Brian
R. Solomon. All are welcome to come,
even if you haven'’t read this selection!
We'll gladly talk about other books
too. Registration is required. For more
info or a full list of library events, visit
stclaircountylibrary.org/events and
select your local library or call
(810) 987-73283.

July 11 - Algonac
Genealogy Circle, Algonac-Clay
Library, 2011 St, Clair River Dr., 6:00
p.m. —7:00 p.m. Come out and support
fellow genealogy searchers in their
quest to trace their family history.
Share your knowledge, success and
pitfalls of research. We have WiFi for
laptop and our desktop computers, all
will have free access to our in-house
database: Ancestry Library Edition. For
more info or a full list of library events,
visit stclaircountylibrary.org/events and
select your local library or call
(810) 794-4471.

July 11 - Algonac
Woman's Life Chapter 883
Meeting, Maritime Museum, 1117 St.
Clair River Dr., 6:00 p.m. We meet on
the first Tuesday of each month (unless
otherwise stated). Everyone is welcome,
and we're always looking for new
members. For more info contact Paula
at paulaburgess @comcast.net,
(810) 278-4466 or (810) 794-9641.

July 15 = Ira Twp.
Blankets with Care Joining
the 51 Annual Immaculate

Conception Family & Fun
Festival, Immaculate Conception
Church, 9764 Dixie Hwy., 1:00 p.m. —
11:00 p.m. Blankets with Care will be at
the Craft & Vendor Section (organized
by Coordinated Crafters Connection

History

You're Invited to the
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Christmas Tree Walk
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Algonac, M1
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16 DATES IN DECEMBER 2023

Now with 300+
decorated Christmas
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9,500 sq. ft. log home!

Tickets On Sale Soon
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OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UPDATES
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LLC — ccconnectionlic@yahoo.com) of
the Festival (icperchfestival.org). There
are a lot of activities for the whole family
at this long running Catholic Church
Festival. Come see Blankets the Caring
Elephant and BABY (Be a Better You)
Peanut! Get some coloring pages.
For more info on Blankets with Care
visit blanketswithcare.com, find us on
Facebook, call/text (586) 219-5015 or
email blanketswithcare @yahoo.com.

July 16 - Port Huron
AYCE Breakfast, Port Huron Masonic
Lodge #58, 927 St., Port Huron, 9:00
a.m. —1:00 p.m. Join us every third
Sunday of the month for our All You
Can Eat Breakfast. We'll have choice
of eggs, pancakes, sausage, bacon,
potatoes, amazing coffee, as well as
juice and water. Cost is $12 for adults,
with a discount for veterans, service
members and seniors. For more info
call (810) 982-5044.

July 17 - Port Huron
Port Huron Elks Lodge #343’s
52" Consecutive Blood Drive,
Port Huron Elks Lodge #343, 3292
Beach Rd., noon — 6:00 p.m. We have
been supporting the American Red
Cross since our first blood drive on
January 7, 2013, and have collected
over 205 gallons of blood. To make an
appointment, please call (800) RED-
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or go to
RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor
code: porthuronelks343. For more info
email elks343@comcast.net or call
(810) 982-8531.

SANILAC

July 7, 14, 21 & 28
Port Sanilac
Sanilac Famers Market, Sanilac
County Historic Village & Museum,
228 South Ridge St. (M25), 1:00 p.m.
—5:00 p.m., rain or shine. The Market
will be open Fridays from May through
October! Buy fresh, buy local! We'll
have many vendors for you to visit
each week, as well as a fundraising
dinner on the last Friday of each month.
For more info or questions email
sanilacfarmersmarket@gmail.com.

July 8 - Port Sanilac
Thumb Dance Club & Euchre,

7066 Main St., 1:30 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Please join us for fun, fellowship, live
music and good fun for only $5. Please
bring a snack to share or a dish to
pass. This is a smoke and alcohol-
free environment. Hope to see you for
dancing and euchre! For more info call
(810) 310-2715.

July 16 - Port Sanilac
Troop Train Open House &
Ghost Army Presentation, Sanilac
County Historic Village & Museum, 228
South Ridge St. (M25), 1:00 p.m. — 3:30
p.m. Everyone is welcome to attend this
open house! Tickets are $15. Join us
for this important lecture on The Ghost
Army by Rick Beyer. Learn all about
the artists, designers, radio operators
and engineers who pretended to be
the 603 Armored Division of General
Patton. For more info or questions visit
sanilaccountymuseum.org, follow on
Facebook or call (810) 622-9946.

July 22 - Peck

Thumb Dance Club & Euchre,

St. John Catholic Church's Carmen
Banquet Hall, 5335 Sandusky Rd., 1:30
p.m. —5:00 p.m. Please join us for fun,
fellowship, live music and good fun for
only $5. Please bring a snack to share
or a dish to pass. This is a smoke and
alcohol-free environment. Hope to see
you for dancing and euchre! For more

info call (810) 310-2715.

July 22 - Port Sanilac
Open Mic at the Museum, Sanilac
County Historic Village & Museum, 228
South Ridge St. (M25), 4:00 p.m. —6:00
p.m. Join us as we team up with Quad
Productions to bring you an afternoon
of free live music one Saturday a month
from May through September! Be sure

to bring a lawn chair, your cooler and
your talent! We have space for 12
performances, and sign up begins at
3:30 p.m. All genres, instruments, ages
and abilities are welcome! Individual
performers can play two songs, and
duos and groups can play three. This
event is free, but donations to support
the Sanilac County Historical Society
are gratefully accepted! For more info or
questions visit sanilaccountymuseum.
org, follow on Facebook or call
(810) 622-9946.

coming, please and thank you!

MaryAgnes S. via Facebook

NOTES FROM OUR READERS

All of your historical stories are so enlightening and interesting. Keep them

enjoy the paper so much.
ThumbPrint News Staft

Thank you, MaryAgnes! We appreciate your kind words and are happy you

Building Bridges & Understanding
Between Customers & Businesses

ENTICING SUMMER SALES

The Fourth of July embodies the celebration of our nation’s independence
and everything that represents America. Many believe that this holiday
would be incomplete without an all-American barbecue cookout, parades
in shades of red, white and blue, and a grand finale of fireworks.

Engaging in holiday sales has become a beloved American tradition,
and July Fourth is certainly no exception. However, it’s unfortunate that
some advertisements promoting these sales and enticing savings can be
misleading. Better Business Bureau® Serving Eastern Michigan and the
Upper Peninsula advises you to exercise caution and be wary of deceptive
advertising while indulging in the sales.

Amidst the allure of enticing deals, let us remember that deceptive
advertising can be a stealthy predator, preying on unsuspecting consumers.
A price promised may not be a price honored, and a dream deal may vanish
like smoke.

Year after year, BBB receives numerous complaints regarding
advertising-related issues. In the majority of cases, consumers express
frustration when businesses fail to honor the advertised price or when the
item advertised for sale is already sold out.

To ensure that you are shopping smart this Fourth of July, BBB advises
you to:

* Determine if the item is available for a limited time. Read the
fine print to determine the guidelines for the sale. Some sale items
are only available for the advertised price during certain days or
even certain hours on a specific day.

e Consider “on sale” or “sale” claims. Look for clear end dates
on sales. A “sale” is defined as a temporary reduction from the
usual price of an item. If the sale price is offered for more than 30
days, an advertiser will need to show that the sale price is indeed
reduced and not their regular price.

¢ Be careful with “free” offers. Free offers should be temporary.
If offered continuously, they may become combination offers,
no part of which is free. Also, if you must make a purchase in
order to receive the “free” item, the information should be clearly
disclosed in the ad.

e Clarify the specifics of “meet or beat a competitors’ price”
offers. Some businesses may offer a refund on the difference
in price if a shopper finds the same product for a lower price
elsewhere. Consumers should take the time to understand the
specifics of these offers, including what proof is necessary.

* Research lowest price claims. Prices for products and services
can fluctuate, making it extremely difficult for businesses to claim
that their prices are lower than competitors’ prices. Consumers
should engage in comparison shopping to make sure they are
getting the lowest price available.

For more tips to avoid deceptive advertising, visit bbb.org.

Editorial note: Melanie Duquesnel is the president and CEO of
the Better Business Bureau serving Eastern Michigan & the Upper
Peninsula, which is a non-profit organization that fights fraud
and promotes ethical business practices in the local marketplace
through its business accreditation, consumer education and
dispute resolution programs. Contact your local BBB by calling

(248) 223-9400 or by visiting bbb.org. £] wlinlo]

Melanie Duquesnel
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By Dr. Elizabeth Gray. ThumbPrint News Columnist

With increased legal access to marijuana and
marijuana-infused products for people, veterinarians
are seeing an increase in cases of marijuana poisoning
in pets. The active compound in marijuana that makes
people high, THC (delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol), is toxic to pets. Pet
Poison Helpline® has experienced a 448% increase in marijuana cases over
the last six years.

THC and CBD (cannabidiol) are the most known and studied cannabinoid
compounds in marijuana, but hundreds more chemical compounds have
been identified in marijuana plants so far.

CBD is not psychoactive and is thought to be non-toxic or to have limited
toxicity. Advertised products claim CBD can treat a multitude of issues, but
at this time there is limited evidence. One of the first studies regarding the
positive action of CBD in dogs was done at Cornell. This study concluded
that CBD can help with pain management for many dogs. In the study, more
than 80% of the dogs with osteoarthritis experienced a decrease in pain,
allowing them to be more comfortable and active. Other studies in recent
years may prove CBD can help control seizures and skin disorders in dogs.

It takes just a few clicks to find pet CBD products for sale, but their
efficacy and safety may not be reliable. CBD products are not FDA
regulated or approved. Products that claim to contain only CBD can be
contaminated with THC, posing a risk of using CBD products for pets. A
2020 Wakshlag study published in Vet Med looked at 29 CBD products.
The results found heavy metal contamination in four of the products. Two
products had no cannabinoids in them at all. Of the remaining products,
only 10 were measured to have a total cannabinoid concentration that was
within 10% of the amount that they claimed to have on their label.

Other studies done with CBD have shown that it can affect liver enzymes
involved in the metabolism of certain prescription medications.

This means that there is a risk that using CBD in combination with other
drugs could change how the medications perform. Always check with your
veterinarian before giving CBD or any supplement to your dog.

A major risk for pets is marijuana-infused edibles for people. These
are made with oil or butter used to extract THC from the plant material.
As a result, these products often contain higher levels of THC than plant
material (buds, leaves and stems) and pose a greater risk of poisoning pets.
In addition, they may contain chocolate or other substances that also are
toxic and/or that could make an animal sick.

Because THC is toxic to pets, animals that are accidentally or intentionally
exposed are not just “high or stoned”. They don’t simply need to “sleep
it off”. They should be taken to a veterinarian for an examination and if
needed supportive care.

Common Signs of THC Exposure to Watch For
* Inactivity
e Incoordination
* Increased sensitivity to motion, sound or touch
* Urinary incontinence

Your vet may also note depression of the central nervous system and
an abnormally slow heart rate. More severe signs include restlessness,
aggression, slow breathing and low blood pressure. Rarely, animals can
have seizures or become comatose. Death is extremely rare. Signs can last
for less than an hour or for several days, depending on the amount of THC
to which the animal was exposed.

Owners who know or suspect that their pet has eaten or was exposed
to marijuana (plant material, edibles, oils, prescription medications and/or
smoke) should be completely honest with their veterinarian. Being honest

and open helps them provide the best and most appropriate care quickly
while avoiding unnecessary tests or treatments.

While diagnostic laboratories, such as the Michigan State University
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, can test for marijuana exposure, those
tests take days to run, and animals have typically recovered by the time
results are available. Urine tests widely available for human use often have
false negative results when used on animals. This is because dogs process
THC differently than people. Their urine contains different compounds that
tests designed for people do not detect.

Supportive care may involve inducing vomiting, using activated charcoal,
providing IV fluids and warming or cooling therapy as needed. Additional
medications are used for animals experiencing more severe signs, such
as agitation, tremors, seizures or
slowed heart rate.

Marijuana  products (plants,
edibles, lotions, oils, etc.) in the
home should be kept securely
away from pets, just like alcohol
or medications. Pet owners should
be particularly careful about how
they store and use products with
concentrated levels of THC. If you
suspect poisoning or notice signs
of potential poisoning in your pet,
contact your veterinarian or a pet
poison hotline immediately.

Editorial note: Dr. Gray serves the

St. Clair County area with In The Pink

Mobile Veterinary Services. She is based out of Goodells, Michigan. To reach out to
Dr. Gray, please call (810) 985-3011 or visit her website at inthepinkpetcare.com.

Halle Blu Berry loves playing with her
toys and enjoys going for walks. She is a
true greyhound and loves running!
Summertime and pup cups are her
favorites! She passes the time waiting
for summer by reading ThumbPrint
News and going to work with her mom.

;HUMBPRINT NEWS
PET PHOTO
CHALLENGE

We ar;featuring cla‘s,sy‘(’
| HalleBlu Berry, sentin {A =
il mom, KatieS. of Migonac, M!

—

Thank you, Katie,
for sharing Halle
Blu Berry with us!

YOU CAN VIEW OUR ENTIRE MENAGERIE AT
WWWbItly’TPNPETS (make sure you type the link

in with all uppercase letters

JOIN THE FUN! How to submit: *Please submit good quality .jpeg photo(s) of your pet or another animal
posing with our paper (it can be a physical or digital version) to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net.
Include a few sentences about your pet(s). When your submission appears in the paper, we will be
sure to mail you a complimentary copy, so please include your full name and address in your email.

Submissions can also be mailed to: ThumbPrint News 8061 Marsh Rd., Clay, MI 48001. "2 g0 MO7 share your
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Twin
Mattress

198

compare
at $499

Mattress

reg. $1299

Queen
Mattress

5798

reg. $1699

Queen Queen

Mattress

$1799

Queen Box Spring
Queen Power Base

$300 Instant Gift

FREE

Pillows
with purchase of Tempurpedic set

Ben’s Bonus #1

@ cm Since 1947

Port Huron’s Largest
Furniture & Mattresses Stores

<>

Mattress

Queen Box Spring
Queen Power Base

Queen
Mattress

52399

Queen Box Spring
Queen Up Base.

LOWEST
PRICES...
GUARANTEED

Queen
Mattress

$1598

reg. $3299

Queen
Mattress

1198

reg. $2499

Queen Box Spring

Queen Box Spring
Queen Power Base,

Queen Power Base.

SAVE UP TO

5500

Queen
Mattress

on select adjustable

Queen Box Spring
mattress sets

Queen Up Base.

N HOME SLEEP TR, L

NO INTEREST

Ben’s Bonus #2

NORTH STORE
Fort Gratiot

Across from Birchwood Mall

MON.-SAT. 10-8 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

810-385-6530

Ben’s Bonus #4

OPEN
7 DAYS

YEARS SPECIAL
FINANCING

Ben’s Bonus #3

SoutH STORE
Port Huron

Historic Downtown

MON.-SAT. 10-6 P.M.,
SUN 12-6 P.M.

810-984-4215




