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YOU DIDN’T COME THIS FAR TO LOSE EVERYTHING.
Estate – Retirement – Wealth Preservation - Nursing Home – Elder Law    

 586-468-6793 . simaskolaw.com 
319 North Gratiot Avenue • Mount Clemens, MI 48043

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

Planning for the future is the best thing you can do as you approach 
your golden years. A comprehensive estate plan from Simasko Law 
can do wonders to keep them comfortable and bright. It’s an 
excellent way to preserve your assets and ensure the financial 
security you and your loved ones deserve. Appointments also available in Fort Gratiot, MI

See FALL COLOR TOUR, Page 22

By Gerald Nyquist
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

With few exceptions, each year for about the past quarter 
century friends Marijean and Charlie and I have embarked on a 
trip to enjoy nature’s fall extravaganza, the changing colors of the 
leaves. Tours have taken us as far north as Thunder Bay, Ontario, 
as far south as Louisville, Kentucky, and as far east as The Bay 

See LEXINGTON,  Page 14

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

Many cities, such as Detroit and Chicago, have prospered 
immensely due to the Great Lakes. Even though Lexington is 
considerably smaller than the aforementioned areas, it owes a 
great deal of its success to the bodies of fresh water, as well. 

When the early stages of development began for Lexington 
in the late 1830s, the nearest settlement was Port Huron 22 
miles away. Only a small trail winding through the thick forest 
connected the two. The region was perfect for settling, offering 
an abundance of elk, deer, bear and fish, as well as good soil and 
wild berries. One of Lexington’s first claims to fame was the 
abundance of strawberries grown there, which gave the settlement 

its early nickname “Berry Town”. When people began building 
permanent residences, the area was given the name Greenbush, 
believed to come from the lush green scenery. 

The first white man to build a permanent residence in
Lexington was John Smith in 1837, bringing his family of 
twelve and constructing a home near the lake. Smith and his 
family didn’t reside in Lexington long, leaving shortly after due

LEXINGTON, MI

Spotlight on
Lexington

of Fundy; but most often we have stayed in good old Michigan. 
Our 2013 adventure began October 2 and was a round-trip from 
my Traverse City area cottage to the Keweenaw Peninsula - - a 
1,180 mile journey. Lower Peninsula color was just off to a 
good start, but in the U.P. it was spectacular.

Upon crossing the Big Mac Bridge we headed for 
Tahquamenon Falls State Park via the town of Paradise which 
hugs the shore of Lake Superior’s Whitefish Bay. Lunch at the 
Berry Patch Restaurant in Paradise was heavenly - - what else 
could it be - - with a delightful senior-citizen waitress who kept 
all entertained while waiting for food. The upper and lower falls 
never cease to impress, and to my mind are right up there in the 
running for Michigan’s most beautiful site. From Tahquamenon 
we proceeded to Grand Marais for the night, enjoying stout 
beer with dinner at Lake Superior Brewing Company. We were 
pleased to see that the famous Pickle Barrel House has been 
restored and is open as a museum. It was built in 1926 for

Celebrating Labor Day on September 1st!
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Each year on the first Monday in 
September, Americans observe Labor Day,
a holiday that pays tribute to the 
contributions and achievements of 
American workers. Created by the labor 
movement in the late 19th century, it
became a federal holiday in 1894.

During the late 1800s, which was the 
height of the Industrial Revolution in 
America, the average American worker was 
working 12-hour days and seven-day weeks 
just to make ends meet. Although some 
states set a minimum age for employees, in 
other states children as young as five or six 
were employed in factories, mills and mines 
across the country. People of all ages often 
faced extremely unsafe working conditions. 
This was not the best of times for American 
workers.

Labor unions, which had first appeared 
in the late 18th century, began organizing 
strikes and rallies in an attempt to improve 
working conditions, hours worked and 
pay earned. On September 5, 1882, 10,000 
workers took unpaid time off to protest 
these deplorable conditions when they 
marched from City Hall to Union Square in 
New York City. This is considered to be the 
first Labor Day parade in U.S. history.

As other protests took place over the next 
few years, other cities and municipalities, 
and finally states, began to recognize a 
Labor Day Holiday. By 1894, President 
Grover Cleveland had declared the first 
Monday in September to be a national 
holiday, Labor Day.

For many of us, Labor Day also 

symbolizes the end of summer and for 
children, time to go back to school. Parties, 
parades and athletic events are often held.

I was reminiscing as I wrote this article 
about my places of employment during my 
first 60 years.

My first “job” if it could be called such, 
was when I was probably six or seven 
years old and my father “hired” my sister 
and me, plus four of our neighborhood 
friends, to pick up the “whirly birds” that 
were littering the lawn. (These were the 
seeds of the maple trees.) In exchange for 
each soup can full of seeds, we received 
a penny. Some arguing must have ensued 
among the young entrepreneurs, because 
eventually my father roped off lanes in the 
grass and each of us had to execute our 
hours of employment in our own lane. I still 
am not sure why he disliked those maple 
seeds so much.

My next job at 12 years old was 
babysitting. I remember taking a course at 
the local community center and earning a 
certificate that I had been trained in how to 
properly take care of these young beasts. I 
was pretty good at what I did and often was 
employed until wee hours of the night (only 
I was next door to my parent’s house, so 
they could keep an eye on me). I remember 
how difficult it was to stay awake.

The kids I watched seemed to like to 
have me there because I would make up 
stories and they would always be the major 
character in some adventure of piracy (if it 
was a boy) or of the rescue of a princess in 
a castle (if it was a girl).

Billmacdonaldford.com (810) 329-6601
1200 S. Carney Dr. St. Clair

Billmacdonaldford.com

SERVICE ACCESSORIES FULL DETAILING TIRES
       The Works
• Oil Change • Tire Rotation
• Brake Inspection
• Multi-Point Inspection
• Fluid Top Off • Battery Test
• Filter Check • Most Cars up to 5qts.
With This Ad. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Expires 9/30/14

$4795

$2995 $3995 $4995
With This Ad. Not Valid With Any Other Offer.  Expires 9/30/14

FREE MULTI-POINT INSPECTION
with Additional Pot Hole Inspection 

With This Ad. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Expires 9/30/14 With This Ad. Not Valid With Any Other Offer. Expires 9/30/14

$12900
Cars

$14900
SUVs & Vans

GET YOUR VEHICLE DETAILED

Front End Alignment 4 Wheel
COMPETITORS TIRE PRICES

Most Major Brands 

MEET OR BEAT

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

My first “real” job came at 15, when I 
worked at Kentucky Fried Chicken (now 
called KFC). The major thing I learned 
there was that the Colonel had a secret 
recipe for his chicken. I found out the secret 
would remain a secret because the special 
herbs and spices came prepackaged and 
even the manager professed not to know 
what the ingredients were. Unlike today’s 
food regulations, the package gave no clue 
to the ingredients.

Next it was on to college and the need 
to earn spending money in addition to 
studying hard for a degree still existed. I 
tried working at Pier 1 Imports temporarily 
when they were opening a new store. I 
learned how to unpack new merchandise, 
price and display. But most of all, I learned 
how to stucco the walls which may (I doubt 
it) come in useful someday. 

After that ended, I worked for Domino 
Pizza and learner how to be an “itemizer”. 
That was the person who had the highly 
esteemed honor of putting the toppings on 
the pizza that the customers wanted. It 
was the only job from which I was fired. 

See LETTERS,  Page 10

Happy
Labor
Day!
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT YELLOW JACKETS?

Sat.	
  Sept.	
  20th	
  10am-­‐6pm	
  	
  &	
  	
  Sun.	
  Sept.	
  21st	
  10am-­‐5pm	
  	
  

Macomb	
  Sports	
  &	
  Expo	
  Center	
  
at	
  12	
  Mile	
  Road	
  &	
  Hayes	
  Road	
  in	
  Warren	
  	
  

Exhibitors	
  Call	
  248-­‐250-­‐2988	
  or	
  go	
  to	
  YourHomeShows.com	
  to	
  parIcipate	
  

Free	
  Admission	
  -­‐	
  Free	
  Parking	
  	
  

-­‐	
  

	
  
	
  

Don’t	
  Miss	
  The	
  	
  Spa	
  &	
  Hot	
  Tub	
  	
  
Super	
  Sale!	
  	
  Get	
  The	
  Lowest	
  	
  Year	
  End	
  Prices	
  	
  	
  From	
  Master	
  Spas	
  

It’s the LARGEST Fall Home Show on the East side!   

Meet	
  with	
  over	
  100	
  	
  home	
  

improvement	
  professionals	
  

under	
  one	
  roof!	
  	
  	
  

Get	
  all	
  your	
  home	
  
improvement	
  

projects	
  done	
  before	
  
the	
  holidays!	
  

Save	
  BIG!	
  Take	
  advantage	
  of	
  “show	
  only”	
  discount	
  pricing	
  from	
  exhibitors!	
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THUMB BIRDS GET TOGETHER
IN ALGONAC

Enjoy the experience of
real service with a smile

Local Butcherat
your

www.j imrankinmeats.com

4319 Lapeer Rd in Port Huron
(810) 984-1628

Mon. - Thur.
9-5:30
Fri. 9-6
Sat. 9-5

Closed Sun.

Bob’s Special! $369996 - 3# Chuck Roasts
12 Family Steaks
12 Swiss Steaks
15# Hamburger
4 - 3# Pork Roasts

36 Center Cut Pork Chops
6 Pkgs. Link Sausage
6 Pkgs. Sliced Bacon
2 - 3# Boneless Hams
6 Cut Up Chickens

Find
us on

120# 
Net Weight

Specializing in 
freezer packages

for over 20 years!

NOW MAKING CUSTOM ORDERS OF VENISION SAUSAGE!
Bring in your vension and have some Delicious Sausage Made!

To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at

888-530-3426
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT BATS?

FREE FIBER OPTIC VIDEO EAR EXAM
Find out what you are
hearing and what you
are not. We will do
computerized audiometric
testing on your hearing.
This will tell you if you
have a hearing loss, how
severe it is and whether or
not hearing aids will help.
We will also inspect inside
of your ear canal and
eardrum. On a computer
monitor, you will see if your
hearing problem is simply
caused by excessive ear
wax.

A Fiber Optic Otoscope
exam may reveal such
common problems as:
• Excessive wax build up
• Damage to eardrum
• Fluid accumulation in
 the  middle ear

FREE
Hearing

Screening
$130Valued at

Beltone Brand 100% Digital

Hearing Aids
as low as
$995

BeltoneTurn75 OpenFit
Cannot be combined or applied toward any previous purchase

or any other offer. Available at locations listed only. Expires 9/30/14

Michigan Public School
Retiree Services

May Receive  Up To

$2,500*

Towards Two Hearing Aids*

*Certain  restrictions   may    apply

FREE
in Office Repair on
Any Make or Brand

of Hearing Aid.

First Time Visitors
Receive One FREE
Pack of Batteries

Offer expires 9/30/14

Ford, GM,
& Chrysler

                   UAW
entitled to

2 FREE*

digital hearing aids
*Certain restrictions may apply

Fort Gratiot
4011 24th Ave
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

Sandusky
85 Argyle St.

810-937-6894
800-352-4816

MarineCity
430 S.Water St.
810-937-6894
800-352-4816

www.beltone.com

Skoric Hearing  Aid Center

LJ-0001042400-01

Expires 9/30/14

BELTONE
has the only

2.4GHz streaming 
wireless technology

in the USA

Easy
Payment

Plans
Available

Easy
Payment

Plans
Available

It’s Travel Time

3233 Dove Rd., Port Huron, MI 48060

to reserve your seat call or visit

810-982-RIDE
www.982ride.comFind us on

Facebook!

Pick up and drop off at
Super K-Mart in Port Huron.

Other pick up locations
avaliable, along with a full

list of events on our website

$45 PER PERSON
vs Giants - Sept. 6th & 7th

vs Indians - Sept. 13th & 14th

vs White Sox - Spet. 24th

vs Twins- Sept. 27th & 28th

$25 PER PERSON

FIREKEEPERS: Sept. 3rd & 17th

SOARING EAGLE: Sept. 10th & 24th

The bus departs Port Huron at 9AM

$599 PER PERSON
September 24th - 28th

The bus departs Port Huron at 6AM

Detroit Tigers GamesDetroit Tigers GamesDetroit Tigers Games

Nashville 2014 TripNashville 2014 TripNashville 2014 Trip

Casino Day TripsCasino Day TripsCasino Day Trips

Renaissance FestivalRenaissance FestivalRenaissance Festival

Detroit Lions GamesDetroit Lions GamesDetroit Lions Games
$159 PER PERSON  SOLD OUT
vs Giants - Sept. 8th

$129 PER PERSON
vs Packers - Sept. 21st

$39 FOR ADULTS
$29 FOR CHILDREN (5-12)

September 14th

The bus departs Port Huron at 9AM
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3555 Electric Avenue
Port Huron, MI 48060
810.987.2666

Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sat. 7 a.m.-1 p.m.

Family-owned and operated since 1946, we are a full line do-it-yourself and contractor building center
serving home owners and professional contractors in Port Huron and the Thumb area.

Port Huron
Building Supply
Port Huron
Building Supply

Since 1946Since 1946

ALSO OFFERING: • Brick • Block • Lumber • Hardware • Paint • Plumbing • Electrical • Windows 
• Cut keys • Re-key locks • Cutting & Threading Pipe • Computerized Kitchen Design

Blue Print 
Estimates

Window 
& Screen 

Repair

NATIONAL READY MIXED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION MEMBER

GUARANTEED TOUGH.®
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT SPIDERS?

Blue Water Area
    Humane Society

Sunday,
September

28th!

$200 Cash for Most Pledges Rec’d
$150 Cash for 2nd Most Pledges
$75 for 3rd Most Pledges

Sweatshirt for Pledges $300+
T Shirt for Pledges $100+

Try Your Dog
on the Course

•Games •Best Costume
•Best Trick

Agility
Demo $2 Donation:

FALL GUTTER CLEANING SPECIALS
GOING ON NOW!

HEAVY FALL RAINS ARE COMING!
Have your gutters cleaned professionally today!

Before

After

Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

810.794.5678
Call ABC Home & Commercial Services

810.794.5678

CLOGGED GUTTERS?

Lick granuloma, also known as 
acral lick dermatitis, is a 
skin condition commonly 
seen in dogs. “Acral” 
refers to an extremity (leg) 
and “dermatitis” means 
inflammation of the skin. The 
“lick” is thrown in because 
incessant licking behavior 
is what causes the problem. 
These lesions typically occur 
on the front legs between 
the elbows and toes but can 
develop anywhere your pet is 
licking excessively. 

There are many factors that 
may contribute to the development of a 
lick granuloma, but almost always, the 
condition is self-perpetuating. It may be 
initiated by something that traumatizes 
or irritates the skin such as infection, 
allergy, or an embedded foreign body 

such as a thorn or splinter. Some experts 
feel licking may represent a self-soothing 
behavior (like thumb-sucking) associated 

with the release of endorphins.  
Another possibility is that if 
arthritis is present in the joint 
underlying the affected skin 
surface, licking is equivalent to 
a person massaging a sore joint. 
There can also be psychological 
components, such as boredom, 
stress, and separation anxiety. 
But, regardless of the inciting 
cause the cycle begins with 
licking and progresses. 
The chronic self-inflicted 
irritation eventually results in 
thickening of the skin, increased 

pigmentation (skin appears darker than 
normal), an ulcerated surface with 
bleeding, and infection complete with pus, 
redness and tenderness.  The diagnosis of 
acral lick dermatitis is officially made by 

doing a skin biopsy. Your veterinarian may 
also do a skin scraping to rule out mites 
on the skin or collect samples for bacterial 
and fungal cultures.  However, making the 
diagnosis is the easy part.  It’s stopping the 
licking that is the most difficult part. 

Ideally, identifying the underlying cause 
would help determine a treatment plan. 
Since in many cases the underlying cause 
is not found, there are many therapeutic 
options to try. Keep in mind that what 
works well for one dog may not work for 
another. The options include: 

• Bandaging the leg (making sure it is 
not too tight)

• An e-collar around the head to prevent 
access to the area, though some dogs do 
not tolerate these very well

• Applying topical antibiotics and 
anti-inflammatories 
frequently if the 
licking can be 
prevented

• Oral antibiotics 
and anti-
inflammatories if 
there is a deep seated 
bacterial infection

• Laser therapy to 
help the skin heal

• Acupuncture 
and/or chiropractic’s 
(have been used with 

some success)
If anxiety is the primary underlying 

issue, working with a behaviorist and 
developing a behavioral modification 
program along with the medical 
treatments to stop the licking may be 
necessary. The best option may be to seek 
early intervention before the granuloma 
gets chronic and much more difficult to 
cure.  

Editor’s note: Dr. DiBenedetto is a 
veterinarian at Maple Veterinary 
Hospital located at 2981 Iowa in Troy, 
Michigan. The hospital website is:     
www.MapleVeterinaryHospital.com.  
Dr. DiBenedetto can be reached at (248) 
585-2622 for other pet related questions.

   Lick
Granu lomas

586 727-3837
BOARDING AND GROOMING

ANIMAL REIKI HEALING

2394 Palms Rd - Columbus, MI 48063
Website: PugsleysPlace.net

Foster Home for The Detroit Bulldog Rescue

10% Military Veteran Discount

Unsatisfied
  Judgement?
We collect or you don’t pay.

586-279-DEBT(3328)
www.mutualequitynow.com

Do you have an uncollected Judgment? Is your Defendant avoiding
collection? Are you owed money for promissory notes, contracts, 
landlord tenant, child support or money loaned and are not getting 
                        paid? We are experienced in Debt Collection, Garnish- 
                        ments, Contract Enforcement and Loan Workouts, and 
                        can assist you in collecting the funds you are owed!

MUTUAL EQUITY
Holdings
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The Visiting Nurse Association Specialized Adult Day Program sponsored 
the first annual Wine on the Water event held on July 17. The non-profit 
affair took place at Vinomondo Wine Bar & Brew Pub located in Port 

Huron at Vantage Point Marina. The evening was held to promote Alzheimer’s 
awareness and all proceeds went to provide care for affected individuals living 
in St. Clair County and included a full progressive Spanish tapas style dinner and 
wine tasting. Dr. Annette Mercatante, St. Clair County Medical Officer, covered 
resources available for people affected by Alzheimer’s during her keynote speech, 
with entertainment performed by Joe DeHeno and Joe Santoni. 

Wine on
the Water
By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

Guests socialize before the food and wine is served.

A couple admires the beautifully decorated 
memory display boards.

Vocalist Joe Santoni listens as Dr. Annette Mercantant 
delivers the keynote speech on Alzheimer’s and Dementia.

By Gerald Nyquist
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

I’ve been reminiscing about 
experiences related to me by my father 
Paul G. Nyquist and my maternal 
grandfather Adolph H. Reiter. When 
prohibition started in 1919 my father was 
five years of age and Grandpa was 28; the 
dry spell (which apparently wasn’t all that 
dry) lasted until 1933.

Sometime during these dry years, as 
a teenager Dad made one dollar per trip 
for pulling a booze-laden sled across 
the frozen Detroit River from Windsor, 
Ontario to Detroit. Interesting enough, 
but Grandpa’s story is the really good 
one.

Grandpa and his brother-in-law 
Andrew C. Schmidt ran a garage on 
Division Street just north of downtown 
Detroit. They did maintenance and light 
repairs on automobiles, washed cars 
and provided indoor parking. It turned 
out that this was just what the famous 
Purple Gang needed for their Buick 
touring cars used in transporting booze. 
Grandpa said that the garage’s location 
was in a bad part of town even back then. 
The Purple Gang was his best customer; 
they made no trouble and always paid 
their bills promptly. The Buicks hit the 
road with 55-gallon steel drums filled 
with alcohol positioned in place of the 
rear seats. Sometimes the cars arrived 
back at the garage with bullet holes. A 
gang member told Grandpa to tap-off 
as much whisky as he wanted for his 
own consumption; did he do so - I don’t 
know! One of the gang made a dramatic 

change of profession; he became a 
revenuer, now out to catch his old chums 
for participating in the illicit alcohol 
trade. He was foolish enough to say to 
a gang member, “I’m going to get you.” 
Shortly thereafter, one morning when 
Grandpa went to work there was a group 
of people in the lot next to the garage, 
staring upward. Atop some sort of pole 
was the revenuer’s head - - just the head, 
no body. It didn’t pay to mess with the 
Purple Gang! The garage was a profitable 
business, but along came the stock market 
crash in 1929 and subsequent depression. 
Grandpa and Andy had extended credit to 
some of their customers, who no longer 
were able to pay, so the garage crashed 
too. Alas, I didn’t interrogate Grandpa for 
more detail before he passed-away in Port 
Sanilac, Michigan, just short of his 82nd 
birthday. 

Dad and Grandpa
Rubbed Elbows 

with The Purple Gang 
During Prohibition

Adolph Reiter at Age 80
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT BED BUGS?

!
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LETTERS
Continued from Page 2

The artistic side of me decided that the 
toppings would look better arranged in 
happy faces, or other pictures. I guess the 
manager was not an art aficionado. 

From there I worked for W.T. Grant 
Company, a small chain department 
store, now long since bankrupt. I was 
hired as a debt collector. My job was to 
make phone calls to those people who 
had charged merchandise but had failed 
to meet the terms of their contract. I got 
so good at that that I was “promoted” 
to a “skip tracer”. This was where I 
had to find people who still owed debts 
but who apparently seemed to have 
vanished (skipped) off the face of the 
earth. I tell you, I actually liked that 
job. I felt as important as a detective or 
FBI agent when I actually made contact 
with someone who the management had 
figured would be a write-off.

However, none of these jobs were to 
be my profession. When I graduated 
from Western Michigan University in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, with a B.S. degree 
in Elementary Education, I was fortunate 
to have two interviews on the same day I 
graduated in different parts of Michigan. 
I missed my graduation to attend both 
interviews in the same day. The first was 
in Cement City. Yes, I know, I wasn’t sure 
where that was either at first, but it turned 

out to be a tiny town below Jackson. My 
interview was in a school in the middle 
of a cornfield. I had my second interview 
that afternoon at Washington School in 
Marine City, Michigan. Both principals 
offered me a job. I accepted the Marine 
City position, I believe mostly because 
at the time the promise of living near the 
St. Clair River seemed more attractive 
than living near a cornfield. Regardless, I 
hired into East China School District and 
remained with them for 29 years.

After I retired from teaching, I opened 
a floral, gift and pet shop called Foxfire 
Farm. It was good to me and I enjoyed 
every minute of it. However, after eight 
years and with the downturn in the 
economy, it seemed time to move on.

While still the owner of Foxfire Farm, 
I took on the position of ThumbPrint 
News editor, where I still remain today. I 
love this job. The writers, advertisers and 
readers all add such a wonderful positive 
element to where I am at this moment in 
my life. I imagine it will be the place I 
will stay for a very long time. However, 
thinking back about all of the “jobs” I 
have had in my life, I truly believe each 
contributed to who I am, how I think, and 
where I am headed today.

On this 2014 Labor Day, relax and take 
a day off from your job. But, also reflect 
on how your current job and the jobs you 
have had in the past have all made you the 
person you are today. BioGuardDIMENSION ONE SPAS®

Mon. - Fri.: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

7210 Lakeshore Rd. • Lakeport • MI 48059 

Visit us online at lenspoolandspa.com

FREE Water Testing

Service - Sales - Chemicals - Spas

In Ground & Above Ground Pools (810) 385-6063

Your One-Stop-Shop
for ALL the supplies you need 

to close your pool for the season

Financing
Available!

By Carol L. Christensen
ThumbPrint News Contributor

In case of unforeseen illness, accident, 
or death of you and your spouse, would 
your children have any idea of who to 
contact or where to find your important 
papers and keys? If not, now is the time 
to provide one of them, or the executor 
of your will(s), with a full written record 
regarding these matters.

When my husband and I recently did 
this, our son-in-law commented that he 
wished his parents would do the same 
thing, as he and his brothers would have 
no idea about how to obtain this kind of 
information. It is possible your family 
may be equally in the dark. I would urge 
you, no matter what your age and family 
situation, to compile a list for your loved 
ones.
Here’s what to include:

1. Where to obtain legal advice - the 
name and phone number of your lawyer 
(if you have a lawyer in another state, 
remember to list them as well). Also, 
where your will is located. If you don’t 
have one, get one ASAP.

2. Names and phone numbers of close 
friends and neighbors (winter/summer, 

if you have two different seasonal 
homes). Also who, if anyone, has a spare 
key to your home or where you keep one 
hidden. This will provide a nearby contact 
in case your family becomes concerned 
about your welfare. If you live in a condo 
community, also list the phone number 
and hours of operation of the condo office. 
(The office also should have the names of 
your children on file for purposes of proper 
identity.)

3. Location of your safe deposit 
box(es) - name of bank, address and box 
number, as well as where you keep the box 
key. Place one child’s signature on file at 
the bank, so they can easily access your 
box after you die or are too ill to be able to 
access it on your own.

4. Location of bank statements, 
investment statements, annuity 
paperwork, and the like. These may be 
either in your home strong box or on your 
computer or both. If you use the internet 
for banking and other financial matters, 
then provide the location of the access 
codes and passwords you use for these.

5. Where you keep past and present 
income paperwork and records, 
including yearly income tax records; 

PROVIDE YOUR FAMILY WITH IMPORTANT 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION

titles for car(s), boat, and other 
vehicles; plus real estate paperwork.

6. Names, addresses, and phone 
numbers of your various doctors, 
dentists, and hospitals.

7. The location of your Living Will 
and Power of Attorney, if you have 
these (you really should).

8. Include all the needed details 
regarding each of the life insurance 
coverages you own. This is extremely 
important, as the insurance companies do 
NOT contact heirs; the heirs must contact 
THEM. Give the $ amount of the policy, 
policy number, and the name and address 
of the insurance company for each one 
you own. Unfortunately, billions of dollars 
worth of coverages are never claimed 
because families are unaware of their 
existence. There is no law which makes it 
mandatory for the insurance companies to 
seek out possible heirs. Ten years after he 
died, we learned, by chance, of a policy 
on a bachelor uncle.

9. You may also want to include 
your funeral preferences as to burial 
or cremation, type of service, etc. 
Biographical materials and church 
affiliation information, including the name 

and phone number of the church or temple 
office can also be helpful.

It will take awhile to compile these 
details the first time, but can save your 
family MANY hours scouting them 
out. Once you’ve put the information 
together, all you need to do in the future 
is to review and quickly update your 
list every two or three years. You may 
believe everything remains the same, but 
when you read through the details you’ll 
be surprised at the number of changes 
which have been made over time. Banks 
change names and account numbers; 
YOU change banks or lawyers or doctors; 
contacts die or move away; internet access 
codes change; you may have chosen a 
different hiding place for your jewelry or 
coin collection or you may even have sold 
them in the interim! 

There is no need to provide the details 
of what are essentially your private 
money matters... that is, exactly how 
much money you have in total, how your 
will reads, and so on... but your family 
does need clues as to where to find those 
details in order to help you when you have 
emergency needs which you cannot attend 
to yourself.
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GOT SQUIRRELS?

CELEBRATING

1985-2014

29
YEARS

A  M A R I N A  C O M M U N I T Y

A L G O N A C

Conveniently Located
On the Mainland in Algonac

1999 Pte. Tremble Road
Algonac, MI 48001

(810) 794-4448
ahc@algonacharbourclub.com

Back Up Generators
Competitively Priced

Sprinkler System in All Buildings

Open 7 Days
Courteous Staff

24 Hour Security

Heated Inside Winter Storage

Available
Winterize Engine,
Shrink Wrap and

Stored Outside in a
Fenced in Marina

with Security

New This Year!
Affordable Outside Space for Pontoon Boats
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CottageLiving

By Pamela Grey-Pugliese
ThumbPrint News Columnist

If I were to keep up a sort of “theme” 
when writing this Cottage Living article, 
my thoughts for this month should really 
be saved for February, the month of 
“love”.

What I mean by the “love” part, is the 
fact that I am full of love for bricks and 
mortar! Yep, I am talking about my little 
cottage getaway in Michigan’s beautiful 
Thumb area! My little place may not be 
a huge home, but it can sleep about 
eight people if you include the comfy 
couches and the roll away beds! It is not 
surrounded by acres or rows of land, but 
it can accommodate a huge bonfire and 
seating for 10 adults and a volleyball 
net!

The décor is not something you would 
find in a Better Homes and Garden 
magazine, but it emanates my own 
quirky style: bits and pieces of old and 
new family photos, wall hangings and 
knick-knacks from my home in the city, 
antique items from my grandma’s home 
in Hamtramck, framed funny sayings 
about the dinners that are cooked at the 
cottage, comical instructions on how to 
behave in the cottage hang on the walls, 
and you’ll see the unusual statue that I 
picked up at a garage sale that quickly 
became a conversation piece. If my 
guests enjoy their time at my place and 
create fun memories then my mission 
has been accomplished!

I love it that I don’t have to freak out 
if the place gets a little messy with wet 
beach towels, occasional dog hair on 

the chair or a few dirty dishes in the 
sink. I actually am okay with seeing 
the occasional ladybugs trying to find 
their way out of the light fixture in the 
bathroom. I have grown to love the slight 
“cottagey” scent my place has even after 
it’s been closed up for a week or two.

When I first bought the place, I knew 
instantly what I would change and add 
to make it “mine”. The painted walls do 
not match in all the rooms, but that’s 
what gives personality to the place. The 
carpet isn’t plush, but that makes it okay 
if Lake Huron sand or occasional mud 
gets tracked in! 

The dog gets to sleep on the couch up 
north, the kids stay up late with friends, 
walking with flashlights at night, and the 
kitchen clock is rarely glanced at! In fact, 
time seems to be irrelevant most of the 
weekends spent up north.

So, I guess I am “in love” with my little 
place in the Thumb, so much so that I 
continue to write articles about my love 
of owning a cabin and how much we 
enjoy it! I hope you enjoy reading it as 
much I enjoy writing about it! 

unitedconstructionhomes.com

Fire Restoration Headquarters – Barrier Free Design & Remodeling

810-648-3299

One Stop, Full Service General Contractor Builder

Hometown Values — Answers you can Trust!

Custom Stick Built
and Modular Homes

OUR HOMES HEAT
FOR 80% LESS!!

Home Energy
Specialists

• Blown Fiberglass
• Spray Foam

Locally Owned & Operated
Kimball, MI

810.956.8700 InsulationPlusllc.com
WE CAN HELP MAKE YOUR HOUSE

COOLER THIS SUMMER!
SEMCO Customers: Rebates available. Call for details
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GOT MICE?

Expires 9/30/2014. Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Marysville Tire & Auto
(810) 364-4700

$1395*OIL 
CHANGE
SPECIAL

* Plus Oil Disposal ($2) and Tax

* Plus Shop Supplies ($2)

Major Brands. No Synthetic. Up to 5 Quarts.

Marysville

291 Range Rd. in Marysville
Visit us Online at www.MarysvilleTire.com or Find us on Facebook

TIRE & AUTO

810.364.4700
Free transportation to home, shopping or work!

ThumbPrint News

To Advertise Your Business With Us,
Please Call Lisa at 888-530-3426
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LEXINGTON
Continued from Page 1

to crowding. Around this time, 
many New England residents 
headed west to escape the 
crammed conditions of their 
homeland and often settled in 
Michigan, where land was easily 
obtained. The transition was 
anything but easy, forcing residents 
to leave land and fortunes behind, 
for a new life in the United States. 
In addition to forfeiting their life 
savings, they also risked being 
labeled a rebel and faced jail time 
for their connections with the 
emigration. 

Lexington’s natural allure was what 
set it apart from other settlements, and 
Charles Lathrop Pack wanted the elegance 
to remain throughout development. 
Pack was born in Lexington in 1857 as 
a third-generation lumberman, devoting 
a majority of his life to conserving the 
forests. Prior to WWI, Pack was one of the 
five richest people in America, investing in 
real estate and banking, as well as lumber. 
A doctor by the name of Walter P. Brown 
came to the area around the same time and 
shared Pack’s view of the settlement, often 
saying, “Nature has endowed Lexington 
with more beauty than any place in 
Michigan. There will a perfect town here 
someday.” While Lexington had a great 
deal of assets making it an ideal place to 
call home, people developing the land 
faced many obstacles. John B. Hyde came 
to the area in 1836, bringing along horses 
that he eventually traded for oxen, used by 
everyone in town for hauling. Corn and 
hay were yet to be grown, so he was forced 
to cut down a large maple tree every night 
in order to keep his oxen nourished. 

As with many other settlements in 
the Thumb, lumber was very important 
in the early years of development. For 

Lexington in particular, a large portion of 
the trees were used for making shingles. 
With about three million shingles coming 
out of the town by 1844, people from the 
area quickly earned the nickname “Shingle 
Weavers”. When the banks’ negligent 
credit policies caused a panic, handmade 
shingles were used as currency. A day’s 
work earned 1,000 shingles, which were 
worth about $1.00, but were seldom sold 
for currency. A barrel of pork could be 
purchased for 20,000 wooden squares. 
Although timber was extremely abundant 
in Lexington during the early years, the 
wood quickly became scarce and the 
community profited very little from the 
resource. Speculators purchased up to 72 
percent of the land, stripped the majority 
of the timber and then sold the cleared 
land for a higher price, leaving little for the 
residents. 

As the need for establishing a residence 
subsided, focus shifted to becoming self 
sufficient by planting crops to feed the 
families. An 1840 census shows 413 
residents of Lexington, which covered 
a larger portion of the state than it does 
today. The boundaries of Lexington 
changed a lot during this time because 

Sanilac County was laid 
out in 1822 to include 
Huron and Tuscola 
counties. One hundred 
thirty-seven people 
listed their occupation 
as a farmer, although 
it wasn’t done for an 
income yet because 
most of the land was 
still wilderness and 
there was no way to 
ship out the goods. 
Greenbush’s name 
was changed to 
Lexington when R.B. 
Dimond and his wife, 

who was related to the Revolutionary 
War hero Ethan Allen, came to the area in 
1842. Dimond was the second white man 
to build in the area and held positions of 
importance, such as the first Justice of the 
Peace and a teacher in Lexington’s first 
school. 

Once the Civil War broke out in 1861, 
the task of farming the land was put on 
hold and many residents of Sanilac County 
dropped everything they were doing to 
serve in the effort. Captain Israel Huckins 
came in search of volunteers and quickly 
rounded up 60 of the area’s finest. The first 
military company formed in the area was 
the Sanilac Wolverines, which quickly 
changed to the Sanilac Pioneers, but 
were better known as Company D, Tenth 
Michigan Infantry. The company reached 
its maximum quota by January, 1862, 
taking part in capturing Alabama and the 
Grand Review in Washington. 

Unfortunately, the war resulted in 
many casualties and the need for more 
volunteers to join the fight was prevalent. 
The 22nd Michigan Infantry was formed 
shortly after the war began and Sanilac 
residents who couldn’t serve contributed 
by raising $3,000 to aid in the effort. While 
the women of Lexington didn’t see action 
unless they disguised themselves as men, 
as some did, they also contributed greatly 
during the war. By creating a Soldiers’ 
Relief Society, troops in the hospital and 
at camps were supplied with much needed 
goods, such as clothes, bedding, food and 
reading material. By the time a draft was 
held to increase the number of soldiers on 
the front line, it had no effect on Lexington 
because all able citizens were already 
serving long before a draft was thought of.   

The town experienced impressive 
growth up until this time despite the war, 
but many setbacks graced the town starting 
around the 1880s. When the county seat 
was lost, it was a big hit to the economy. 
Adding to the already tough times, the 
railroad bypassed the area and fires 
frequently swept through the Thumb of 
Michigan, making it tough for the town 
to continue prospering.  Lexington did 
eventually lose the county seat, although it 

took three attempts over 10 years to get the 
task accomplished. All the paperwork was 
completed and the county officers were 
advised of the move during the second 
attempt, but the workers remained where 
they were because some of the paperwork 
lacked dates or signatures. 

Once Lexington obtained docks, it 
became mainly a trading center, using 
the lakes to transport goods, but that 
industry ceased to exist when the docks 
were destroyed in a storm. As a result of 
losing the heart of its economy, the town 
flirted with death until the 1940s, when 
several small shops and manufacturing 
plants came to the area, helping the 
economy and population bounce back. 
With road conditions greatly improved 
and automobiles becoming more reliable, 
tourism came to the area and replaced the 
trading business. 

Today, people frequent Lexington for 
the sandy beaches of Lake Huron, offering 
endless water activities and unique small 
town shops. Although the development 
experienced trying economic times, it is 
safe to say Lexington has become exactly 
what Dr. Brown envisioned it to be when 
he first graced the landscape in 1853.  

Lexington High School circa 1914

Main street in Lexington, MI 1910

Lexington, Michigan MI 1930s YWCA Camp 
Cavell Horseback Ride
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GOT SPIDERS?

By David Odziana
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer and Reporter

The Great Lakes are marvels essential to 
their surrounding economies, being used 
for everything from transporting goods to 
chartering a fishing trip on a sunny summer 
day. The world’s largest surface fresh 
water system on earth can be described in 
many ways, but one of the most dangerous 
waterways on earth isn’t usually one of 
the first to come to mind.With over 6,000 
known shipwrecks scattered all over the 
lakes’ floors and more than 30,000 lives 
claimed in the process, it is easy to see why 
they are considered so deadly.

In 1913, the Great Lakes were 
experiencing perfect weather with record-
high temperatures and even though 
November was known to bring the famed 
November gales, many believed the next 
few days wouldn’t be any different than 
they had been. These storms would often 
come with no warning, caused by the 
mixing of the warm air from the Gulf of 
Mexico and Atlantic Ocean, with the frigid 
Canadian air. 

During the worst storm to ever grace 
the Great Lakes, nearly everyone was 
caught by surprise, ultimately resulting in 
the loss of at least 12 ships and more than 
250 lives. The storm lasted for four days 
starting November 7, bringing hurricane-
like winds reaching 90 mph, 35 foot walls 
in the form of waves and snow causing 
white out conditions. Not only did the 
storm paralyze anything on the lakes, it 
also devastated surrounding states with 
up to four feet of snow, knocking down 
telephone and telegraph lines and bringing 
cities to a standstill. The storm came to be 

categorized as an “extratropical cyclone”. 
Although the warning flags were hoisted 

across the Great Lakes cautioning the 
arrival of a violent storm once it was 
realized by the weather forecasters, many 
ships remained on course. Reason being, 
most seasoned sailors assumed the flags 
were typical warnings for November 
conditions. Creating the forecast at this 
time in history was very much a guessing 
game, using observation more than any 
other tool. Meteorologists often looked 
at historical records for trends and with 
reports only coming twice a day, the issue 
of the information being outdated by the 
time it was created and even more obsolete 
once mailed copies arrived days later, 
caused problems.

With weather changing on the Great 
Lakes within seconds, the forecasts for 
the area were even less helpful than for 
other areas of the country. The national 
forecast only predicted a possible drizzle, 
which changed in an instant when the 
already rough waters became impossible 
to navigate as the wind speeds tripled in 
just 30 minutes. By the time many of the 
ships left the safety of the St. Clair River 
and entered Lake Huron to experience the 
weather first hand, the option of turning 
around was just as dangerous as taking 
the storm head on. With cyclone strength 
winds, the U-turn would expose the full 
length of the ship to the elements, making 
it highly possible to get caught in a trough 
and cause the vessel to capsize.

One of the ships to go down in the 
treacherous storm was the S.S. Charles 

S. Price, which had a length of 504 feet 
and weighed 6,322 tons. Built in 1910 by 
the American Shipbuilding Company, the 
freighter was mainly used to haul coal.
The 1913 shipping season was breaking 
all previous records of goods transported 
across the lakes and every vessel was 
carrying a larger cargo than usual. Many 
ships were setting sail for one of the last 
voyages of the season before the water 
froze over for the winter, when the storm 
hit. The ship and crew of 28 people 
departed November 8 from Ashtabula, 
Ohio, with the waters appearing calm and 
the ship unknowingly sailing right into 
the mouth of the storm on Lake Huron. 
The last to see the Charles S. Price before 
it went under was said to be the Henry 
A. Hawgood, which survived the storm 
by turning around after experiencing the 
power of the storm, passing by the Price as 
it was fighting through the cyclone. 

Once the storm passed, a steel freighter 
was spotted floating belly up covered with 
a thick layer of ice and no identifying 
marks visible. Many believed it was the 
Regina and thought it collided with the 
Charles S. Price because some victims 

Charles S. Price

Shipwreck Near Lexington
From 1913 Cyclone

were wearing Regina life vests. A diver 
identified the floating shell to be that of 
the Charles S. Price on November 15 
with no one aboard the ship surviving the 
powerful storm. After the vessel floated for 
a little over a week upside down, the ship 
eventually sank and settled on the lake bed 
in 72 feet of water 11 miles southeast of 
Lexington. Although it is unknown exactly 
why the Price went down, divers later 
exploring the ship found that its rudder 
was missing, which would have disabled 
the steering, most likely contributing to the 
vessel’s demise. 

As the body count continued to rise 
following the storm, finger pointing began.
The ship owners blamed the weather 
bureau and President Wilson shot back 
at the ship owners for forcing captains 
to make the dangerous November trips. 
Nothing came as a result of the claims 
besides a rise in insurance costs for ships 
and their cargo. 

Coal, which is believed to be from the 
Charles S. Price and other ships carrying 
similar cargo in the storm, continues to 
wash up on shore to this day during rough 
storms. 

Great Lakes Freighter Charles S. Price 1910

November 1913 storm that knocked out communication on the Great Lakes and in Ohio
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snapshots

  F LEXINGTON

Water Tower Sports Pub is a great place to watch your 
favorite sports team while enjoying our fresh, local, 

one of a kind menu and ice cold Michigan brews. Visit 
us in person at 7245 Lakeshore Road or online at 

watersportspub.com and be sure to 
like us on facebook.

The Celtic Ray Public House 
serves traditional Irish Pub
favorites made from fresh 

ingredients and family recipes. 
Search The Celtic Ray Lexington 
on facebook for events before 

stopping by 7318 Huron Avenue, 
or call (810) 696-2025. 

Gary’s Auto Service & Towing 
has more than 40 years of ex-

perience in providing complete 
auto repairs. They guarantee 

quality work at reasonable 
rates. Visit them in person at 

6845 Lakeshore Road or online 
at garysautoservicemi.com. 
Contact them today at (810) 

359-8332 for a FREE estimate.

The Windjammer restaurant is the place where you 
can sit back, relax and enjoy a beautiful lake view, 

great food and cold drinks. Like on facebook to stay 
updated on specials. Located at 7420 Huron Avenue. 

For more information, visit us online at
thewindjammerrestaurant.com or 

call (810) 359-2712.

Fresh & Fun

SWEETWATER Gourmet Deli & Bakery’s menu is a 
mix of delicatessen inspired favorites, homemade 
soups and unique gourmet pizzas. Stop by 7318 

Huron Avenue or view their menu online at 
sweetwaterlexington.com. Find them on

Facebook and Twitter. Call today (810) 359-7956.

Lakefront Dining

Stop by
for a Drink

40 Years
of Experience

One-of-a-Kind Menu

Need a ride? Liberty Taxi 
& Limo Service can help 

you out! This 24 hour taxi 
service offers airport trans-
portation, wedding, girls’ 

night out, parties, hunting 
season and senior services. 
Visit 7023 Lakeshore Road 

or call (810) 986-2327 to 
learn more today!

Need a 
Lift?

  ThumbPrint News has recently started a new section called Snapshots. Every month a feature in our 
paper is Spotlight, which tells the history of a selected township or city in our coverage area. 

Along with these stories comes the opportunity for small businesses in the chosen city or township 
to make the adjacent areas aware of what the area has to offer. Next month’s Spotlight will be on 
the city of Armada. If you are a business owner in the Armada area and would like to be included in
this advertising opportunity, please contact ThumbPrint News at (810) 794-2300.

Looking for a great dining experience? 
Lexington Brewing and Wine House is the place 

for you. Their winery offers many award 
winning wines and craft beers. Visit them at 

5475 North Main Street or online
at lexingtonbrewery.com.

Craft Beer & Wines
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GOT YELLOW JACKETS?

R & M Auto Repair offers professional and auto 
repair services. Their trained and skilled staff 

can help get you back on the road quickly. Call 
(810) 359-8588 for a free estimate today. Visit 

randmautorepair.com. Located at 
6011 S. Lakeshore Road

Professional & Courteous

Fresh & Fun

Are you planning on some home improvement 
work? Discount Drywall is who you should call at 

(810) 359-7055 today. Quality doesn’t cost, it pays! 
Visit them at 7045 Lakeshore Road to find out 

about services that can finish your next project.

Does your car have rusty parts? Krown Rust 
Control can help you out. Krown is an oil spray 
product that coats the underside of the vehicle 
including brake and fuel lines. Located at 6011 
S. Lakeshore Road, Suite B. Like them on face-

book for more information. Call (810) 359-7880. 

Need a custom T-shirt made? Look to 
Lakeshore Graphics for help today! They 

provide graphic and logo service in the Thumb 
area. Stop by 7047 Lakeshore Road or call

(810) 705-0008 today for more information. 

Premier Properties Real Estate is committed to providing service 
of excellence, professionalism and results. To learn more, you can 

visit them at ppmichigan.com, call (810) 359-2000, or stop by 
5695 Main Street. For up to date listings, make sure you like them 

on facebook today! 

Come and join us at Shady Rest 
Bed & Breakfast for a cozy getaway 
where you can forget about all the 
troubles and stress of modern life. 
We are open from May to October. 

Visit us online at 
shadyrestbandb.com or call (810) 
359-5866 to make a reservation. 
Located at 3288 Lakeshore Road. 

Come! Stay!
Relax!

Let Us Find Your Dream Home!

The Complete Choice
Quality Doesn’t Cost,

It Pays!

Lakeside Building Supplies has been your neighbor-
hood ACE Hardware Store and lumber yard for over 35 
years! Stop on by and give them a chance to help you 
with your next DIY project. Located at 6820 Lakeshore 

Road and online at lakeside-building-supplies.com. 
Call (810) 359-8135.

The Town Shoppe
is a boutique for the 

chic & unique. 
Visit them today at 

7276 Huron Avenue 
to find a cute gift or 
a nautical treasure 

or call 
(810) 359-5151.

Rust Control

Sweet Graphics!

The 
Chic &

Unique
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Now available at these fine locations: 
Weekends Everyday

   
Weekends Everyday

 
        

406 Water Street
    

7266 Huron Avenue
 

     
Port Huron MI 48060

  
Lexington MI  48450

 
           
(810) 987-8833

         
(810) 359-3388

 
 

Local distributors and sales reps are needed
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 Wax in a matter of minutes
High gloss streak free shine
No chalky residue
Future cleanings require 
no soap





Toll Free 1-855-HOT-WAXX
(855-468-9299)

www.sterlingwax.com

that showroom 

Give 
Your RV

SHINE
in minutes!

JUDGMENT
RECOVERY

CALL US TODAY! WE CAN HELP YOU COLLECT!
 

NO FEE IF WE CAN’T COLLECT 

  

Having Trouble Collecting On 
Your Court Awarded Judgment?

 

www.DangeloAdavanni.com (248) 519-2355

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

I’ve been reading your little newspaper 
for the past two or three years and 
thoroughly enjoy it. I really don’t 
understand how you can keep publishing 
while giving the paper away for free.  
However, since it’s one of the few things 
in life that I have not seen a price tag on, 
I really appreciate it. Thank you for the 
historical information and the little things 
like word searches and recipes. Notes from 
area residents are always interesting as 
well.

Thank you,

Linda Lindblom

Dear Editor,

School supply shopping is a ritual for 
many families at this time of year.  Amid 
shopping sprees, kids and parents in the 
Thumb area are looking beyond their 
own needs and considering the difference 
a pencil or pen would make in the lives 
of needy children overseas.  More than 
300 churches in the Thumb participate in 
Operation Christmas Child and they are 
taking advantage of the Back-to-School 
sales.

For many poverty-stricken children 
around the world, a lack of basic supplies 
is what stands between them and attending 
school. By maximizing back-to-school 
sales, Thumb area families are stocking up 
on school supplies for Operation Christmas 
Child—a massive year-round project in 
which volunteers pack shoeboxes with 
toys, school supplies, hygiene items and 
notes of encouragement for children in 
poverty across the globe.

For more information, go to www.
samaritanspurse.org/occ.

Rev. Cindy Parsons
Media Coordinator
Operation Christmas Child
(269) 268-5248

Dear Al and the ThumbPrint News Crew,

Thank you for the nicely written article 
that you also printed and framed for me.  
The outpouring of support from the local 
communities has made me forever grateful.

All my best, 

Gordon J. F. Birgbauer, Jr.
LumberJack Building Centers, Inc. CEO

(Note:  We received this letter from Mr. 
Birgbauer prior to his passing on August 
13, 2014.)

Dear Editor (via facebook),

I like the stories about towns, etc.  Also I 
like the contest feature.

Barbara Thompson
Sandusky

Bella Matuszak and 
her grandmother, 
Alicia Erenfejcht, 
were out shopping 
the sales and 
purchased crayons 
and notebooks for 
shoebox gifts that 
will be put together 
by Trinity United 
Methodist Church 
in Sebewaing.
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GOT SPIDERS?

By Scherryl Antoniadis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

My dear friend Amanda and I meet 
almost every Friday to have a leisurely 
chicks’ luncheon, or dinner, depending on 
our schedules. Where we eat, and what 
we eat, is of no importance to us. The real 
reason for our get-togethers is to enjoy a 
few, very animated, hours of talking and 
laughing. More often than not, we also 
manage to squeeze in some shopping or 
errands before parting ways.

Amanda and I have been friends for 
several years now, having been introduced 
to each other by her Aunt Marj. Marj 
and I live on the same small island about 
twenty minutes from San Francisco and we 
commuted to and from work on the same 
ferry boat. Shortly after Marj and I became 
friends, Amanda landed a job in the City 
and she began taking the ferry with us. 

Our commute soon became one of the 
highlights of our day. While many of our 
fellow passengers were content to spend 
their voyage reading, working on laptops, 
or grabbing a quick coffee or glass of 
wine, our table of rabble-rousers would be 
regaling each other with stories of psycho 
bosses, dates from hell, and misadventures 
of our youth. Our table was always the 
rowdiest on the boat and . . . of course, we 
took great pride in that.

The more I got to know Amanda, the 
more I liked her. I found her to be smart, 
engaging, and very bubbly -- quite like a 
flute of champagne! I also soon discovered 
that her external beauty is surpassed only 
by her internal beauty; turns out she is one 
of the kindest and most thoughtful people 
that I have ever known. She is also an 
extremely responsible and hardworking 
young woman. But the trait that I most 
admire about Amanda is her sanguine 
disposition and outlook on life.

[SANGUINE: an adjective meaning 
optimistic; enthusiastic; upbeat; spirited; 
hopeful; confident]

Amanda did not have an “Ozzie and 
Harriet” kind of upbringing, to say the 
least. Now we all know that life is not 
fair, and that each of us is going to face 
obstacles and disappointment at some 
point, but it seems to me that Amanda has 

SANGUINE  (saŋ-gwən)
had more than her share in her young life. 
Considering the turmoil of her early years, 
she could have easily become jaded. But 
-- with a big assist from her Aunt Marj -- 
she has learned to cope with life’s ups and 
downs through determination and positive 
thinking.

I am very proud of Amanda. She is 
working hard to put herself through school 
while holding down a full-time job, and 
still managing to spend quality time (aka 
“partying”) with her family and friends. 
But it’s her bright outlook on things that 
make her special. Amanda always has a 
smile on her face. She is always the first 
to reach out to anyone needing comfort or 
encouragement, assuring them that things 
will get better. 

When Amanda and I started hanging out 
together I thought I could be a mentor to 
her; it seemed logical considering our age 
difference. (As we became closer, I told 
her that she reminded me of my niece; she 
responded by telling me that I reminded 
her of her grandma -- ouch!) In retrospect, 
however, I feel that I have learned as much 
from Amanda as she has learned from me. 
And, without a doubt, the most important 
thing that she has taught me was to never 
stop “making lemonade” when the going 
gets tough. 

While I was composing this article, I 
started to search for other folks who share/
shared Amanda’s sanguine attitude about 
the world around us. Below are quotes 
from just a few of the many that I found.

(Cassandra Clare - author) As long as 
there was coffee in the world, how bad 
could things be?

 (Muhammad 
Ali - boxer, 
social activist) 
If they can 
make penicillin 
out of moldy 
bread, they 
can sure make 
something out 
of you.

(Mahatma 
Gandhi - 
statesman, 

philosopher) You must be the change you 
want to see in the world. 

(Dr. Seuss - writer, poet, cartoonist) 
Don’t cry because it’s over; smile because 
it happened.

(Betty Reese - officer, pilot) If you think 
you are too small to be effective, you have 
never been in the dark with a mosquito.

(Winston Churchill - statesman, 
politician) For myself, I am an optimist 
-- it does not seem to be much use being 
anything else.

(Anne Frank - Holocaust victim, famed 
diarist) Think of all the beauty that’s still 
left in, and around you, and be happy.

(Alphonse Karr - critic, journalist, 
novelist) Some people grumble that roses 
have thorns; I am grateful that thorns have 
roses.

(Montaigne - writer) My life has been 
filled with terrible misfortune; most of 
which never happened.

(Darynda Jones - author) I like to see 
the glass as half full, hopefully of Jack 
Daniels.

(George Jean Nathan - drama critic, 
editor) An optimist is a fellow who 
believes a housefly is looking for a way to 
get out.

W. C. Fields - actor, comedian, author) 
Start off everyday with a smile and get it 
over with.

Okay, that last one may not be the best 
example of a positive outlook, but you get 
the idea.

HOURS: MON & THURS 9pm-8pm • TUES, WED & FRI 9am-6pm
SATURDAY 10am-2pm

Visit us online at www.BillMacDonaldFord.com

810.740.4143
1200 S CARNEY DR., ST. CLAIR, MI 48047

JOE
VASSALLO

Used Car Sales Manager

ADAM
SMITH

Sales Specialist

JERRY
MARTIN
Sales Specialist

Just Minutes 
from I-94 - Exit 257

2011 F-150 4x4
Stock #A9256A

CHECK OUT
OUR HUGE
USED

TRUCK
INVENTORY!
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ABC Septic Service
(810) 794-5678
$10 off for New Customers!
Present this coupon on day of payment.

Proper maintenance and care to your tank and filtering systems 
should be done on a regular basis. Eventually, your field 

water enters back into the ground water. You don’t want to 
contaminate drinking sources. Call ABC Home & Commercial 

Services Septic Division at (810) 794-5678 if you have 
any questions about your septic system.

Nuestra Español Hablando
séptico especialista puede 
responder a todas sus pregun-
tas sépticos. Llame ABC Home 
& Commercial Services en 
(810) 794-5678 si tiene alguna 
pregunta sobre su sistema 
séptico.

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!
Se habla español

Advance Tickets Now on Sale!
$12 per adult  $6 per child (ages 2-15)

children under 2 are free
Starting December 1st tickets will be 

$15 per adult and $8 for children.

For more information
call (810) 794-2300 or

visit TheChristmasWalk.com

Only 102 Days Until The
Next Christmas Tree Walk!

11th annual 
history of the

christmas tree walk
December 12-15, 19-23

from 6:00PM - 9:00PM

1. On this day in 1864, Confederate forces 
under General John Bell Hood evacuate 

Atlanta in anticipation of the arrival of Union 
General William T. Sherman’s troops.

2. On this day in 1666, the Great Fire of 
London, which devastates the city, begins.

3. On this day in 1976, 
the unmanned U.S. 

spacecraft Viking 2 lands on 
Mars, takes the first close-up, 
color photos of the planet’s 
surface.

4. On this day in 1972, Mark Spitz becomes 
the first Olympic competitor to win seven 

medals during a single Olympics Games.

5. On this day in 1975, President Gerald 
Ford evades an assassination attempt in 

Sacramento, California.

6. On this day in 1991, U.S.S.R. officially 
recognizes independence for the Baltic 

States of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

7. On this day in 1888, an incubator is used 
for the first time on a premature infant.

8. On this day in 1988, wildfires in 
Yellowstone National Park, the world’s first 

national park, force evacuation of the historic 
Old Faithful Inn; visitors and employees are 
evacuated, but the inn is saved.

9. On this day in 1969, Canada’s Official 
Languages Act takes effect, making 

French equal to English as a language within the 
nation’s government.

10. On this day in 1623, lumber and furs are 
the first cargo to leave New Plymouth in 

North America for England.

11. On this day in 1916, The “Star Spangled 
Banner” is sung at the beginning of a 

baseball game for the first time in Cooperstown, 
New York.

12. On this day in 
2011, in New York 

City, the 9/11 Memorial 
Museum opens to the 
public.

13. On this day in 2008, hurricane Ike makes 
landfall in Texas.

14. On this day in 1975, Mother Elizabeth 
Ann Seton becomes the first native-born 

American saint in the Roman Catholic Church.

15. On this day in 1959, Nikita Khrushchev 
becomes the first Soviet leader to visit the 

U.S.

16. On this day in 1908, General Motors files 
papers of incorporation.

17. On this day in 1947, James Forestall is 
sworn in as the first U.S. Secretary of 

Defense.

18.On this day in 1980, 
Cosmonaut Arnoldo 

Tamayo, a Cuban, becomes the 
first black to be sent on a mission 
in space.

19. On this day in 1948, Moscow announces 
it will withdraw all soldiers from Korea by 

the end of the year.

20. On this day in 1850, the slave trade is 
abolished in the District of Columbia.

21.On this day in 1989, General Colin Powell 
is confirmed by the U.S. Senate as 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

22. On this day in 1961, President John 
Kennedy signs a congressional act 

establishing the Peace Corps.

23. On this day in 1954, East German police 
arrest 400 citizens as U.S. spies.

24. On this day in 1947, The World Women’s 
Party meets for the first time since World 

War II.

25. On this day in 
1981, Sandra Day 

O’Connor, the first female 
Supreme Court Justice, is 
sworn in.

26. On this day in 1580, Sir Francis Drake 
returns to Plymouth, England, aboard 

the Golden Hind, after a 33-month voyage to 
circumnavigate the globe.

27. On this day in 1996, the Taliban capture 
Afghanistan’s capital city, Kabul.

28. On this day in 2008, SpaceX launches 
the first private spacecraft, Falcon 1.

29. On this day in 1932, a five-day work 
week is established for General Motors’ 

workers.

30.On this day in 1954, the first atomic-
powered submarine, the Nautilus, is 

commissioned in Groton, Connecticut.

Day in History?By Louise Allen
ThumbPrint News Staff Writer

What Happened on This
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GOT BATS?

By David Gillis
ThumbPrint News Columnist

September is the month school begins, 
which is much too soon for a nine-year 
old boy and none too soon for his mother. 
We can assume that mom has been busy 
shopping for school supplies at the nearby 
big-box store or, better yet, accomplishing 
the task with a debit card online so the 
purchases can be delivered to her home. 
It’s a busy time of year, but somewhat 
easy for mom with all the conveniences 
available to her, right? Not really!

 This nine-year old boy will be entering 
the fourth grade, it is 1952, and the mother 
has four children younger than him. Mom 
is preparing him and all but one of his 
siblings for the annual school enrollment 
process. She doesn’t drive, lives ten 
blocks from the center of town, and has 
limited funds to purchase the pencils, 
pens, ink, paper, rulers, erasers and the 

other necessities for a proper education. 
She, too, needs to provide new socks, 
underwear, shirts and blouses for the four 
children she wants to look good for this 
year’s entry in academia.

 So, what’s the answer? How does she 
accomplish all that needs to be done with 
the barriers she’s faced with? The answer 
was simple living in Algonac in 1952. All 
could be acquired at Lenzon’s 5-10¢ store 
in the middle of the village.

 Downtown Algonac’s “Front Street” 
for those who lived there was a shopping 
mecca offering almost anything you might 
want, all in a five or six block area. We 
had our share of places for grownups to 
shop; a department store, two drug stores, 
a couple of grocery stores, two hardware 
stores, two automobile dealerships and 
two gas stations. But, for a period of 
time there was only one dime store until 
DuLac’s 5&Dime opened just two stores 
away.

 As I recall, Lenzon’s was initially 
where my mother got us substantially 
ready for the day after Labor Day entry 
into the three-story brick school building 
that all students, regardless of grade, 
congregated in. For this then nine-year 
old boy the shopping trips were the only 
aspect of the new school year I looked 
forward to and anticipated being a part of.

 Part of the total “back-to-school” 

shopping experience was accompanying 
Mom. Because Dad was at work and, 
again, she didn’t drive, we would all 
walk the several blocks to the shopping 
district. She would remind us numerous 
times during our journey of how important 
manners were and issued some stern 
warnings about the consequences should 
we misbehave or even touch something in 
the store. I believe that’s when I learned to 
keep my hands in my trouser pockets.

 Across the front of the store were plate-
glass windows featuring items that would 
cause you to enter. At this time of year that 
included a couple of mannequins or as I 
identified them, “dummies” of children 
wearing attire just right for the classroom. 

 As you entered the door of the store 
you were immediately confronted with a 
massive glassed-in display of chocolate 
covered candies, roasting nuts and other 
delightful goodies I still drool over. What 
an aroma! And, there was the promise 
that, if we all behaved, as a departing gift 
Mom would provide a treat from that 
counter. Need I say any more about our 
manners while in the store?

 As we ventured to the center of the 
store on the dark wooden floor, we were 
accompanied by its responding creaking 
sound. There were shallow bins with 
dividers resting on waist-high counter 
tops where there might be socks in one 

and underwear in another. Along one 
wall you could find women’s underwear, 
nightwear and hand-bags. The display was 
not as large as the one in the department 
store down the street, but the prices were 
lower. On the opposite wall you could find 
a few men’s wear items.  Although we 
frequented the Lenzon’s dime store and 
later DuLac’s often during the year, this 
time of year seemed so important; kind of 
like a family outing of sorts. It’s one place 
we learned the importance of listening to 
Mom and the difference between good 
and bad manners when in public. The 
consequence of misconduct was passing 
the candy counter without stopping as 
we left the store. The reward for good 
behavior was a brief stop at that counter 
and walking away with a small white bag 
of delightful munchies I can still taste. 

 Some will suggest that the dime stores 
of the past were no more than the dollar 
stores of today. I, however, do not agree. 
There were things you could actually buy 
for a nickel or a dime, and not everything 
was made in another country. You didn’t 
have to wait in long checkout lanes and 
had sales clerks available to help you 
find something. It taught me, too, that if 
I didn’t do something to irritate sisters 
while in the store I would not have a 
prolonged suffering with the thoughts of 
the candy I might have enjoyed.

Dime 
   Store
The

Experience

At the corner of M-29 & Bethuy

10324 Dixie Hwy
Ira Township

810-956-5772

Refrigerators ~ Dryers ~ Stoves ~ Washers 

Appliance Barn

$25 OFF ANY ORDER
with ad as coupon - expires 9/30/14

I think it’s time
for an upgrade!

• Two-passenger capacity
• 23-50 hp* EFI gas and diesel models
• 1,000-lb., 16-cu.-ft. cargo box

Heavy-Duty Crossover Utility Vehicles

TRI COUNTY
E Q U I P M E N T

Working Harder. Doing More.

SANDUSKY
989 West Sanilac
(810) 648-2404

CARO
415 Beibel Rd. (M24 North)

(989) 673-8400

MARLETTE
7454 Vandyke Highway

(810) 346-2761

BAD AXE
1314 Sand Beach Rd.

(989) 269-9249

SAGINAW
6150 Bay Rd.

(989) 791-1234

BURTON
4135 Davison Rd.
(810) 742-3364

BIRCH RUN
8461 Main St.

(989) 624-9356

REESE
9953 Saginaw St.
(989) 868-4165

LAPEER
3120 N. Lapeer Rd.

(810) 664-3798
1 O�er ends October 31, 2014.
See dealer for details.

www.tricountyequipment.net
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FALL COLOR TOUR
Continued from Page 1

William Donahey who wrote the comic 
strip The Teenie Weenies.

On day two we headed from Grand 
Marais to Marquette via Highway H58 
which traverses much of Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore Park. Formerly a 
gravel road, it is now a wide, smooth 
ribbon of asphalt all the way to Munising. 
Marquette is the U.P’s. largest city with a 
population of about 21,400. In Marquette 
we cruised through beautiful Presque Isle 
Park, enjoyed lunch in historic Vierling’s 
Restaurant, explored downtown’s many 
historic buildings, and drove through the 
impressive campus of Northern Michigan 
University. Following motel check-in 
we headed back downtown to The Wild 
Rover Irish Pub for dinner and another 
great stout beer. Our delightful waitress 
said that she was a transplant from the 
Lower to the Upper Peninsula, a “Troll” 
who became a “Yooper,” so she said that 
she was a “Trooper.” New terminology to 
me! We met a surprisingly large number of 
Troopers during our tour.

Our third day destination was the 
Keweenaw Peninsula, jutting out into Lake 
Superior. En route along Highway 41 we 
came upon a sign for Canyon Falls and 
Gorge on the Sturgeon River near L’Anse. 
I hit the brakes and turned in; we decided 
to hike in on the rustic trail. While the falls 
and gorge were beautiful, we were more 
fascinated by the strange forest along the 
trail. Large trees had roots exposed as 
though they were standing on tiptoes (see 
photo on front page). Perched atop a large 
boulder was a pair of trees (one conifer 
and one deciduous) with intertwined roots 
hugging the rock’s periphery on their way 
to the ground. Along with other floral 
oddities, the area seemed like something 
right out of The Hobbit. Maybe Bilbo 
Baggins was watching! We lunched at 
the charming Four Seasons Tea Room 
Restaurant in downtown Houghton. Now 
in its eleventh year, their menu features 
sixty-nine varieties of tea (plus another 
20 available upon request) as well as tasty 
sandwiches, soups, quiche and desserts. 
The interior decor has a warm Victorian 
flair, and lunch was served on English 
china. Heading north, we explored historic 
downtown Calumet, once a booming 
copper mining town, and marveled at the 
large number of churches, many of which 
are no longer in use. Miners came from 
many European countries, and each ethnic 
group had its own house of worship.

Continuing north, we arrived at Sand 
Hills Lighthouse Inn B&B on Superior’s 
shore, northwest of Ahmeek along Five 
Mile Point Road, for a two-night stay. This 
being our third visit, Proprietors Bill and 
Mary Frabotta extended an extra-warm 
welcome. 

The lighthouse has a Victorian 
ambiance, tastefully furnished with 
antiques, and no, you do not have to walk a 
hall to the bathroom from any of the eight 
guest rooms. Not only are the breakfasts 
lavish and delicious, Mary serves gourmet 
desserts each evening to be enjoyed while 
she entertains on an antique grand piano. 
During a stay one learns the history of 
this 1917 lighthouse (see photo) and the 
proprietors’ fifty-plus years’ experience 
in rescuing this once abandoned historic 
landmark, finally opened as a B&B in 
1996. Bill was a professional photographer 
in Dearborn, Michigan, for over forty 
years, and some of his work adorns the 
walls. We dined at Fitzgerald’s Restaurant 
in Eagle River, north of Sand Hills. Our 
two-night stay enabled a day trip (day four) 
to Copper Harbor near the northern tip of 
the peninsula. North of Eagle River along 
highway M26 we shopped for in-house 
produced baked goods and preserves at 
the Jampot store run by monks of the 
Poor Rock Abby, Holy Transfiguration 
Skete, Society of Saint John - - a unique 
experience. We opted for the road over 
Brockway Mountain to reach Copper 
Harbor, and on our return trip south along 
Highway 41 visited Keweenaw Mountain 
Lodge composed of log cottages and a 
sizable main lodge building also of log 
construction, built as a WPA project during 
the Great Depression. Having earlier 
downed Mary’s scrumptious breakfast, 
some snacks consumed in the car were an 
ample lunch, and dinner was later enjoyed 
at “The Hut” south of Ahmeek.

Departing Sand Hills with full stomachs 
and fond memories, on day five we headed 
to Escanaba (population about 12,600) on 
Lake Michigan’s shore and selected a local 
motel. Logging and iron mining enterprises 
led to this town’s development in the 
early 1800s. Today, second-growth timber 
supports paper and lumber industries, and 
millions of tons of iron ore are shipped 
annually. My favorite restaurant here is 
Herford & Hops, a microbrewery where 
one selects a steak from the cooler and 
cooks it on a huge grill fired by charcoal 
briquettes. Thick-sliced bread is available 

for grilling garlic toast, and vats of melted 
butter are at hand for at-will slathering - - 
not exactly diet food. The stout beer was 
excellent! Following dinner we cruised 
around near the waterfront for a look at the 
beautiful old homes.

On day six we proceeded eastward 
along Highway 2 to the Big Mac. Now 
a bit anxious to return to the cottage, we 
skipped historic Fayette State Park near 
the southern tip of the Garden Peninsula, 
having visited there in the past. Founded 
in 1867, iron ore was processed in Fayette, 
but operations ceased in 1891. Several 
buildings and the smelting furnaces have 
been stabilized and/or restored. It’s a 

Bill and Mary Frabotta, proprietors of Sand Hills Lighthouse Inn B & B

Armada
Flea market

25381 Armada Ridge Road
Armada, MI 48005

586-784-9604

Everything from jewelry to collectibles

200
VENDORS
OPEN TUES.  & sUN.  6AM-1PM  aPRIL-oCTOBER

FREE
ADMISSION

Great 
Selection

of Seasonal
Items

must-see for those interested in Michigan 
history. Upon crossing the bridge we 
lunched at Darrow’s Restaurant in 
Mackinaw City, always a great stop for 
wholesome food, pleasantly served. We 
headed south through the “tunnel of trees” 
extending from Cross Village to Harbor 
Springs and arrived back at the cottage in 
time for happy hour and a home-cooked 
dinner. Our color tour was a resounding 
success; the memories will linger. 

Dr. Nyquist is a retired biomechanical 
engineer residing in Macomb County and 
is a past president of the Sanilac County 
Historical Society.

Now Picking Apples
Dates Available for Groups of All Sizes

810-327-6394
5697 Harris Road Jeddo

Locally Grown & Produced | Afternoon Samples Available | 8AM-5PM Everyday
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GOT SPIDERS?

By Rennae Hardy
ThumbPrint News Guest Writer

The spiritual origin of the wand and its magical properties reside in an ancient 
symbolic language presented in certain narratives of Holy Scripture. For example, 
Moses would stretch out his “rod” and miraculous occurrences would follow. A rod or 
wand symbolically represents “power.” Moses’ rod symbolized Divine power coming 
from God. Shepherds carried a traveler’s “staff” which provided support to the body 
and symbolized the power they exercised over their flocks. Kings used “scepters” to 
represent the power of truth from God contained within their proclamations, and the 
Romans used bundles of “sticks” to symbolize the power of law serving the common 
good of society. 

 The wooden wand emerges from the universal language of symbolism. Trees are 
“good” for the balance of nature’s ecosystem, so tree branches (boughs) represent 
the power of this “natural goodness”. Wands however are not always composed of 
wood. Crystal wands derived from any variety of stone are used during meditations, 
massage, and in healing practices. The type of crystal affects one’s focus. Amethyst 
has anti-inflammatory properties associated with it, so using an amethyst wand 
enhances the directed intent to alleviate inflammation. When meditating, point the 
wand toward you to bring in positive energy and point the wand away from you to 
draw negative energy out.

 All wands are an “Extension of Intention” and will provide pin point accuracy in 
directing one’s intent. The pointed shape creates a bottleneck that concentrates and 
amplifies the energy channeled through it. The magic (power) doesn’t lie within the 
wand, but within the heart and moral character of the user.  

Rev. Rennae Hardy
Spiritual Intuitive

Reiki M. Tch

25962 S. KNOLLWOOD DR.
CHESTERFIELD, MI 48051
Located 1/2 mile N. of 21 Mile Rd.
off Gratiot in the Apple Grove Plaza

(586) 949-0112

Visit our website calendar: www.radiantbeings.net

Join Us For A Fun-Filled Day!!

LIVING WELL EXPO
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH • 11AM TO 7PM

FREE Raf�e • Win One of Several Prizes!
Admisssion $500

Ionic Foot Baths * Massage * Reiki
Therapeutic Products * Spiritual Supplies
Hand-Crafted Items * Jewelry * More

Readers: Spiritual Intuitive * Angel
Tarot * Psychic * Palmistry * More

Wondrous Wands

ThumbPrint News travels to Germany & France!
ThumbPrint News has been traveling the world! Not only has it been seen in 

many areas of the Thumb of Michigan (over 1000 businesses in nine Thumb 
counties are now drop locations for the newspaper), but readers have also taken 
ThumbPrint News with them to many different states and countries (listed to 
the right on the chalk board). ThumbPrint News was even seen on television 
on the Tonight Show with Jay Leno and at Walt Disney World in Florida with 
several of the Disney characters! The newspaper has traveled to all of the seven 
continents.

This month, ThumbPrint News traveled to Germany and France with Richard 
and Barbara Platz of Richmond, Michigan. Here is what Barbara had to say 
about her trip:

My husband and I were in Germany for our oldest son’s retirement ceremony 
from the Air Force. Jeff served 24 years. We also attended our granddaughter’s 
high school graduation from Ramstein High School in Germany. We took our 
12 year old granddaughter, Allison with us and showed her the sights.

The picture on the left was taken in Bavaria, Germany, at the 
Neuschwanstein Castle with our ThumbPrint News. The picture to the right 
was taken under the Eiffel Tower in Paris away from the rain. We used some 
of the paper to put on the wet bench so we could sit down. The picture shows 
granddaughters, Ivey Platz of Ramstein Air Force Base, Germany, and Allison 
Watson of Belleville, Illinois, with grandmothers, Barbara Platz of Richmond, 
Michigan, and Diane Bethea of South Carolina.

If you are a reader of ThumbPrint News and have taken our newspaper with 
you on a vacation or to an unusual place – or if you have been able to get a 
famous person or character to be photographed with our paper, you may submit 
an email and photo to us at thumbprintnews@comcast.net. Please tell us a little 
about the photo and include your name, address and phone number. Please 
be patient as you wait for your photo to appear in ThumbPrint News. When it 
does appear, we will send you a complimentary edition. There are many places 
where ThumbPrint News has not yet been – and lots of famous people to track 
down. Who will be the next person to help us in our quest?  

                             has traveled to:
Alaska, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois,

Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, North Carolina,

New Mexico, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Utah

and Washington AND TO THE COUNTRIES OF Afganistan,

Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Barbados, Belize, Bonaite,

Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Fiji, France, Germany,

Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, Kiribati, New Zealand, Mexico,

Morocco, Nigeria, Russia, St. Lucia, Spain and Wales.

ThumbPrint News

THE CASTLE IS
 ONE OF 

THE MOST PHOT
OGRAPHED

BUILDINGS IN 
THE WORLD,

EVEN THOUGH P
HOTOGRAPHY

IS NOT PERMIT
TED INSIDE

OF THE CASTLE
.

THE EIFFEL TOWER IS APPROXIMATELY 984-990FEET TALL. ON A SUNNYDAY, THERMAL EXPANSIONMAY CAUSE THE TOWER TOGROW BY SIX INCHES.
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LET’S GET READY TO HUNT!

LABOR DAYSEPTEMBER 1STHOLIDAY HOURS:8AM-5PM

You can find all your fishing needs at 

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.

®

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.

®

Celebrating 50 Years in BusinessCelebrating 50 Years in BusinessCelebrating 50 Years in Business
Sale good August 25 - September 30, 2014

 

 
 

   
 

 

New Baltimore
35369 23 Mile Rd.

(586) 725-2341

St. Clair
2275 Fred Moore Highway

(810) 329-4781

Marysville
151 North Range Rd.

(810) 364-8877

Marine City
715 Chartier

(810) 765-8827

Algonac
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd.

(810) 794-4921

Contractors Warehouse
875 Chartier

(810) 765-8828

WE SELL
PROPANE!

New Baltimore
35369 23 Mile Rd.

(586) 725-2341

St. Clair
2275 Fred Moore Highway

(810) 329-4781

Marysville
151 North Range Rd.

(810) 364-8877

Marine City
715 Chartier

(810) 765-8827

Algonac
3470 Pointe Tremble Rd.

(810) 794-4921

Contractors Warehouse
875 Chartier

(810) 765-8828

Open 7 Days a Week!
www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together! ™

Open 7 Days a Week!
www.lumber-jack.com
Let’s Build Together! ™

Some items not exactly as shown. Some items not available in all stores. While supplies last. Cash & Carry. Sale prices are 
not valid in conjunction with any other offer, discount or coupon. Prices may vary due to market fluctuation. LumberJack  
is not responsible for printing errors. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

You can find all your fishing needs at 

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.

®

BUILDING CENTERS, INC.

®
 

LICENSES
SOLD HERE!

$4199$4199 (you save $18)
sku A39004

A���� R��� G���� 4' B������
 

A���� R��� G���� 4' B������
 

(you save $18)
sku A39004W�����’� E�� M����

HURRICANE ARCHERY
YELLOWJACKET CROSSBOW
MORRELL YELLOWJACKET

Y�� ���� �� �� $21
 

B������ 
H��� O�

T��� S����
 

$5399$5399

(you save $6)(you save $6)
sku RE500sku RE500

17’ R���� 2-M��
T��� S���� 

 

17’ R���� 2-M��
T��� S���� 

 

$16199$16199

(you save $18)(you save $18)
sku RE634sku RE634

O������ S���� O�
T��� S����

 

O������ S���� O�
T��� S����

 

$7649$7649

(you save $850)(you save $850)
sku RE507Gsku RE507G

10%
OFF

10%
OFF

10%
OFF

25%
OFF

B��� B����� B����
T���� B����

B��� B����� B����
T���� B����

$17999$17999

(you save $20)(you save $20) sku BB01BTsku BB01BT
B��� B����� B����
While supplies last.

B��� B����� B����
While supplies last.

$11699$11699

(you save $13)(you save $13) sku BB87BTsku BB87BT
B�� M��� B����

T���� B���� B����
B�� M��� B����

T���� B���� B����

$15299$15299

(you save $17)(you save $17) sku BM01BBsku BM01BB
B�� M��� B����

T���� B����
B�� M��� B����

T���� B����

$14399$14399

(you save $16)(you save $16) sku BM01BTsku BM01BT
W��� S���� B����

T���� B����
W��� S���� B����

T���� B����

$8099$8099

(you save $999)(you save $999) sku WS175BTsku WS175BT

ALL
BLINDS

PICTURED

10%
OFF

25%
OFF

ALSO STOCKED 
AT MARYSVILLE

Also Stocked at Marysville Also Stocked at Marysville Also Stocked at Marysville Also Stocked at Marysville

ALL ITEMS ARE STOCKED IN ALGONAC ONLY.

EXCALIBUR MATRIX
CROSSBOW

EXCALIBUR MATRIX
CROSSBOW

10%
OFF

10%
OFF

15%
OFF

sku STVWV24NXTsku STVWV24NXT
sku STCU838NXTsku STCU838NXT

sku MMCHCACTsku MMCHCACT
sku MMFHCSBsku MMFHCSB

M������� T���� C�����
A����������

While supplies last.
 

M������� T���� C����� 
A���������� 

While supplies last. 
 sku MMFHUCMsku MMFHUCM

sku MMFHUCMTsku MMFHUCMT

50%
OFFS������ C�� T���� C������S������ C�� T���� C������
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GOT SQUIRRELS?

By Paul Welch
ThumbPrint News Columnist

Children are heading back to school 
which means that it won’t be much longer 
until the weather is too cold to do anything 
outside. Time is winding down to finish 
outdoor projects before the harsh winter 
gets here. After last winter, it is even more 
important to make sure your home is ready 
to survive the snow and freezing cold. 

In previous articles I have talked about 
finishing your deck, protecting your 
concrete, and sealing up the home for 
winter. These are important steps to
protecting your home and helping it 
survive the winter. Other things to look at 
are the areas that are meant to open your 
house to the outside, windows and doors. 
While they are good for letting a breeze 
in and giving you a way to get in and out 
of your home, they can also create a way 
for heat to go in and out of your home and 
drive your heating and cooling bill up. 
Here are some things you can do to prevent 
this from happening.

A Good Seal – Windows and doors have 
strips of foam that create a seal around the 
edge of the windows and doors. Over time 
this material deteriorates and will begin 
to break off. This is easy to replace. Go to 
your local hardware store and buy a roll 
to replace it. They have many options to 
choose from including traditional foam and 
the better EPDM rubber. Remove all of the 
old weather-stripping, peel off the back of 
the new, and stick the new in place. Some 
types might require more work, such as 
replacing trim pieces. Once you replace 
any old weather-stripping, check around 
the window and check out the bottom of 
the doors

Sweeping Doors – Many doors have 
some form of bottom seal that will seal 
where the door meets the threshold. If your 
front or back door does not, it is time to 
look at replacing or installing one. There 
are a few types from which to choose. If 
you have a threshold seal that is worn or 

F
O
R

Alternative Outdoor Energy LLC
St. Clair, MI

(586) 709-7165
All E-Classic outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating systems. 
It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and installed. 

See your local dealer for more information.

No wheels. No engine.
No heating bills.

missing, you can often find a replacement 
for the rubber seal. It is a matter of 
removing the old and inserting the new. If 
there isn’t one to begin with, there are a 
few choices for you. 

There are several types of door sweeps; 
some install on just the one side while 
others install on the bottom. There are 
ones that peel and stick while others are 
screwed in place. Personally I prefer ones 
that are screwed in place because they 
stay attached. Ones with multiple rubber 
strips seal better than ones with only one. 
Once you pick the appropriate door sweep, 
cut it to the right length, and install it on 
the outside of the door. The door swings 
inwards when open so when it closes, the 
rubber will flex under the door making 
contact with the threshold and creating the 
seal.

Gaps and Cracks – If you are able to, 
remove the trim from the inside that is 
around the windows and doors. Fill any 
gap between the window frame and the 
window with a spray expanding foam 
that is made for use around windows and 
doors to give you insulation. It is very 
important that the spray foam is made for 
windows and doors. Regular spray foam 
has a higher pressure expansion and will 
push the frame inwards making the door 
or window difficult to open or close. If it is 
made for use around windows and doors, it 
has a low pressure expansion that will not 

push the frame inwards. Also make sure 
you only fill the gap halfway because it 
will expand the rest of the way. After using 
the foam, cut off any excess and re-install 
the trim.

In With the New – Old windows could 
be the source of your problem. When 
windows are new they do a very good job 
at insulating your home. Old windows 
are not as good at insulating and become 
a source for heat to get in or out. If it 
is within the budget, contact someone 
to come out and replace your windows 
before it gets to be too late in the season. 
If you have the ability and know-how, you 
can buy the windows and replace them 
yourselves. If it is not in the budget, at 
least buy the plastic window insulating kits 
to give you better insulation until you can 
replace the windows.

Have a wonderful and safe Labor Day. 
Summer is coming to a close so I hope 
you can enjoy what is left. If you have any 
questions or comments, please e-mail me 
at thumbprintnews@comcast.net. I will be 
sure to reply in a timely manner. 

Editor’s note: Paul Welch has 15 years of 
experience working in retail hardware and 
has been trained and has learned much 
about home improvement, maintenance 
and repair. He currently is employed 
by LumberJack and runs their paint 
department. 

CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR
PORTA POTTY NEEDS!

AB

C P
ORTABLES

BY THE DAY • WEEK • MONTH

Rent For Your
Parties

Festivals
Weddings

Fairs & More!
Available in ADA, Standard 

and Family Size Units! 
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If you have an event in October that you would like listed in the October issue of ThumbPrint News, 
email it to ThumbPrintNews@comcast.net by September 12, 2014. There is no charge for the listing. 
Limited space is available for publishing events in this section. If it becomes necessary to eliminate 
some of the events that were submitted to us, we apologize. Events that were submitted earliest and 
non-profit events will be given the first priority.

Thumb Area
Activ i tes & Events Calendar

Editor’s note: Before traveling beyond your home town to attend any of these events, please call ahead for any 
changes in dates or times or for any cancellations.

Home & Commercial ServicesHome & Commercial ServicesABCABC Call us today!Call us today!

Yellow Jacket and Wasp season is here.
Call Now. (The Best in Pests)

Yellow Jacket and Wasp season is here.
Call Now. (The Best in Pests)

September

Genesee
Flint - September 5
Solid Foundation C.O.G.I.C. 
Closet Clothing Give Away, 3730 
North St., 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Free. 
For more information call (810) 444-6870.

Huron
Caseville - September 27 & 28 
Halloween in Oak Beach, Oak Beach 
County Park, all day. This is a fun filled 
day for everyone to enjoy, even if you just 
watch the kids. There are many activities 
like face painting, crafts, games, piñata, a 
costume contest, story reading, dancing, 
trick or treating through the park and even 
an outdoor movie (weather permitting). 
Call (989) 856-2344 for more information.

Lapeer
Lapeer - September 7, 14, 21 & 28 
Summer Sunday Flea Market, 
Lapeer Center Building, 425 County St., 
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Up to 50 booths 
inside and outside sell a huge variety of 
items to the public. No admission charge. 
For information on space rental call (810) 
347-7915.

Lapeer - September 8
Lapeer Cruise on Nepessing St., 
downtown area, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Come one, come all! 50/50 drawing with 
proceeds donated to The Refuge of Lapeer 
County. Tons of free parking. Music by B 
& C DJ & Sound. For more information 
call (810) 280-2951.

Attica Twp. - September 14
The Hamill Reunion, Attica Township 
Hall, Peppermill Rd., 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Please bring your family, a dish to pass, 
non-alcoholic beverage and if you have 
a picture of yourself about the time that 
you hired in at Hamill. It’s a great time to 
renew old acquaintances and build new 
friendships. It has been suggested that we 
meet every three to five years, so we’d like 
your input. We meet the first Wednesday 
of the month at Burger King in Imlay 
City at 10:00 a.m. and the next meeting is 
September 3. Contact (810) 724-8247 for 
more information.

Macomb
Bruce Twp. - September 7 & 21
2nd Annual Farmer’s and Artisan’s 
Market, 72955 Van Dyke, 10:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. Table fees are $5 per day. There 
will be a variety of fresh products, crafts 
and antiques being sold by many Romeo 
residents. For more information call (586) 
752-9580 or email macombcd@yahoo.
com.

Richmond - September 7
Richmond Good Ole Days Classic 
Car Show, downtown next to Maniaci’s 
Banquet Hall. Enter your car for $15. Lots 
of prizes. Call Steve at (734) 320-4163 for 
more information.

Richmond - September 9
Woman’s Life Chapter 855 
Meeting, Lois Wagner Memorial 
Library, 35200 Division, 6:30 p.m. Join us 
to learn how you can make a difference in 

our community too! For more information 
call (810) 392-5136.

Clinton Township - September 10
Free Estate Planning Workshop, 
Fern Hill Golf Course, 17600 Clinton 
River Rd., 10:30 a.m. Sponsored by Estate 
Planning Professionals of Macomb. Call 
Laura at (586) 604-7112 to reserve your 
seat. 

New Baltimore - September 13
Walpole Island First Nation 
Program, Walter and Mary Burke Park 
(City Park) at Front and Washington 
Streets. Sponsored by the New Baltimore 
Historical Society. Opening ceremony 
at 51065 Washington, in front of the 
Historical Society’s Grand Pacific Museum 
at 11:00 a.m. Also, vendors and food and 
bake sale items for purchase. For more 
information call (586) 725-2770.

Washington - September 14
Autumn Daze Sale Event, 
Washington Historical Museum, 58230 
Van Dyke, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. All 
items will be featured: crafts, commercial, 
flea market, antiques, etc. Each space is 
$25 with proceeds used to maintain the 
museum. Set up time is 7:00 a.m. rain or 
shine outdoors. For more information and 
an application, go to www.washhistsoc.org, 
call (248) 652-2458, or email holcombj@
comcast.net.

Chesterfield - September 15
New Baltimore Interfaith Choir, 
Christ, the King Lutheran Church, 29920 
23 Mile, 7:00 p.m. Pot luck and season’s 
music distributed. 49th year since its 
founding in 1966. No fee and no auditions 
for the 45 voice ensemble. Call Director 
Bette Carrothers at (586) 725-8051 for 
more information.

Oakland
Bloomfield Hills - September 7
Sunday School Kickoff 
Celebration, Kirk of the Hills 
Presbyterian Church, 1340 W. Long Lake 
Rd., 10:10 a.m. For more information call 
(248) 626-2515.

Bloomfield Hills - September 12
Friday Breakfast, Kirk of the Hills 
Presbyterian Church, 1340 W. Long Lake 
Rd., 7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. First timers and 
guests are free. Presentation included. For 
more information call (248) 626-2515.

Bloomfield Hills - September 27
Mom to Mom Sale, Kirk of the Hills 
Presbyterian Church, 1340 W. Long 
Lake Rd., 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Gently 
used baby and children’s items. For more 
information call (248) 626-2515.

St. Clair
Memphis and other St. Clair 
County Locations - Entire Month
Bottle and Can Drive. Hosted by 
Women’s Life Chapter 855 of Memphis 
and benefitting the Wings of The Harbor 
Transitional Living Program for homeless 
youth in Port Huron. For can and bottle 
drop off locations call (810) 392-5136.

East China - September 3
Low Vision, Legally Blind and 
Blind Meeting, St. John River District 
Hospital, 4100 River Rd., room 2, 11:00 
a.m. – 1:30 p.m. For more information 
contact Paul at (810) 329-5172 or 
dailerpaul@hotmail.com.

Fort Gratiot - September 5
Free Blood Pressure and Body 
Mass Index (BMI) Screenings, 
Birchwood Mall Food Court, 8:30 a.m. 
– 10:30 a.m. Heart Healthy educational 
materials will be freely available as well. 
No registration required. Sponsored by 
Partners at Heart and the St. Clair County 
Health Department. For more information 
call (800) 326-1811 or go to www.
partnersatheart.info.

Port Huron - September 13
19th Annual Walk-For-Life, Pine 
Grove Park, 9:00 a.m. Public is invited. 
Proceeds provide free services to our 
community’s underprivileged mothers 
and fathers. Walkers gathering pledges 
totaling more than $200 receive a 
free commemorative T-shirt. Walkers 
should register no later than August 30, 
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GOT YELLOW JACKETS?
so they have time to ask for pledges. 
Registration forms are available on-line at 
BlueWaterBabies.org, at your local church 
or at the pregnancy center, 1211 Griswold 
Street in Port Huron. For more information 
contact (810) 985-4673.

Fair Haven - September 19
Euchre Party, St. Peter Lutheran 
Church, 6745 Palms Rd., registration at 
6:30 p.m., games at 7:00 p.m. $5 donation. 
Free goodies, coffee and tea. Hot dogs and 
pop $1 donation. For more information call 
(810) 765-8161.

Casco - September 20
Elimination Raffle, Perch Point 
Conservation Club, 7930 Meisner, doors 
open at 5:00 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m., 
raffle 7:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Will benefit 
air, soils, minerals, forest, waters and 
wildlife by educating our young. Donation: 
$100, includes dinner and drinks for 2. 
Only 199 tickets sold. 1st ticket and every 
10th ticket up to 190th ticket will win $100 
and last ticket will win $10,000. Call Bob 
at (586) 917-5796 or Diana at (586) 484-
9175 for more information.

Marine City - September 20
Marine City Chamber of 
Commerce Flea Market, 1300 
Parker, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. For more 
information call (810) 765-4501 or email 
chamber@visitmarinecity.com

Marine City - September 20
Oktoberfest, Marine City Lions Club, 
545 Ward St., noon – 11:00 p.m. Live 
music, food, drink, raffles, bake sale, craft 
show and activities for kids. Call Marine 
City Lions Club at (810) 765-9121 for 
more information.

Marine City - September 20 & 21
Heritage Day, City Hall, 10:00 a.m. – 
6:00 p.m. on Saturday, 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 
p.m., building tours on Sunday, 3:00 
p.m. Trae McMaken performance. Many 
activities, including barn raising, 15th 
Michigan Volunteers Infantry, 8th Arkansas 
Civil War Regiment, dulcimer group, 

blacksmith shop, high wheel bicycles, 
Marine City antique fire truck, petting zoo, 
and much more. For more information go 
to www.friendsofcityhall.com or call (810) 
765-1296.

Columbus - September 23
Woman’s Life Chapter 855 Dinner, 
Tom’s Backwoods Bar & Grill, 8826 
Gratiot Ave., 6:30 p.m. Get out, socialize, 
and meet some new people. Pay for your 
own meal. For more information call (810) 
392-5136.
Port Huron - September 23
Free Blood Pressure and Body 
Mass Index (BMI) Screenings, 
Vantage Point Farmers Market, 11:00 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Heart Healthy educational 
materials will be freely available as well. 
No registration required. Sponsored by 
Partners at Heart and the St. Clair County 
Health Department. For more information 
call (800) 326-1811 or go to www.
partnersatheart.info.

Port Huron - September 24
St. Clair County Family History 
Group, Port Huron Museum, 1115 6th 
St., 7:30 p.m. Guest speaker will be Sally 
Bohs, who will speak about her family 
and “Native Americans: Friends or Foes”. 
Anyone interested in local history or 
researching their family tree may visit 
our programs as a guest or become a 
new member of the group. For more 
information, see our website: http://www.
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~misccfgg/ or call 
(317) 600-7813.

Kimball - September 26
Spaghetti Dinner, New Life Christian 
Academy, three dinner seating times 
available. For more information and to 
reserve your tickets, call (810) 367-3770 
ext. 100.

Sanilac
Sandusky - September 13 & 27
Thumb Dance Club, Maple Valley 
School, 138 Maple Valley Rd., 7:00 p.m. 
– 11:00 p.m. Everyone welcome – bring 
finger foods (for 9:00 p.m.) and friends. 
$5 for members, $6 for guests, $10 
membership per year. On September 13 
entertainment provided by The Natural 
Tones (hot dogs and blue jeans night – hot 
dogs provided by Club); on September 
27 it will be Lighthouse Three. For more 
information call Leola at (810) 657-9349 
or Dorothy at (810) 404-4250.

Deckerville - September 27
27th Annual Indian Heritage Day, 
Reid Music Hall, 4028 Ruth Rd., 10:00 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. This event will feature 
the lives of Indian women. The Wolverine 
State Archeological Society will have 

members present showing Stone Age 
artifacts once used. Special presentations 
will take place throughout the day. At noon 
the famous Indian potluck luncheon will be 
held; so bring a dish to pass. A donation of 
$3 for adults, $1 for 5 to age 12, and under 
age 5 free is suggested. 

Tuscola
Mayville - September 13
16th Annual Mayville Museum Car 
Show and Pancake Breakfast, 
2124 E. Ohmer Rd. (M-24), 8:00 a.m. 
Pre-registration available. Rain or shine. 
Judged show with awards to the “Top 

Expires 10/31/14Expires 10/31/14 Expires 11/30/14

$1500
Off the installation

of a new Geothermal
Heat & Cooling System

$1500
Off the installation

of a new high efficiency
comfort system

ONLY $79
Furnace

Tune-Up Special

Now that kids are back in school, it’s time to gear up for the fall 
by making simple changes to your heating and air conditioning 
routine. These changes could help cut expensive utility bills 
and conserve energy, all while preparing your home for the 
cooler months ahead.

30” and dash plaques to the first 30 cars. 
50/50 raffles and prizes through-out the 
day. Pancake and sausage breakfast served 
from 8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. For more 
information call Julie at (989) 843-5809.

Wayne
Flatrock - September 19, 20 & 21
Flatrock Riverfest, Huroc Park, 28700 
Arsenal, 3:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. on Friday, 
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m. on Saturday, noon 
– 8:00 p.m. on Sunday. Music, car show 
and swap meet, and much more. Fireworks 
at dusk on September 21. For more 
information visit flatrockriverfest.com.

With Coupon. Expires 9/30/2014.
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For Rent

Add your business card to this page
call (810) 794-2300 today!

Patricia                                      Certified PCP

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 

(586) 596-4159

72 & Older Plus
Cancer/Alopecia

Clients

SPECIALIZING IN EYEBROWS,
EYELINER, EYE SHADOW,

BEAUTY MARKS & AREOLAS

MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONDO, sleeps six, low summer rates 
starting at $897 weekly. Wireless internet, 
outdoor enclosed heated pool. Visit us 
online at gilliganscondo.com or call 
(586) 648-6168.

STORE AND WAREHOUSE 
SHELVING, Algonac former gift and pet 
supply store.  Many 15 foot long units - buy 
1 or all - $25 each, cash only.  Great for 
extra storage space in basements, garages 
and sheds as well. Call (810) 614-8034 
to arrange a time to view or go to www.
herbsandflowers.net.

FOR SALE
TEXACO GAS PUMP AND
TALL WOODEN CLOCK
CALL (586) 530-1534

KITCHEN/BATHS • BASEMENTS • DOORS/WINDOWS
FLOORING • DECKS/PAVERS & MUCH MORE!

(586) 531-934920% OFF
With this ad.
Expires 9/30/2014

Call For 
FREE Estimate

Visit us online at www.feyersconstruction.com

For Sale

BAY NURSING
HOME HEALTH CARE

Your Window To 
Quality Health Care

586.752.1111
255 N. Bailey in Romeo

www.baynursinginc.com

Hurry to reserve your seat before the season ends on September 28th!

port huron cruises
Cruising 7 Days/Wk.

Sightseeing Trips, Dinner Cruises
& Private Parties

huronlady.com 810-984-1500

MIKE’S HAULING
Debris Removal

RUBBER
WHEEL

DUMPSTERS

If You Don’t Want It...I will Haul It!

586-531-3103

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

SAVE YOUR BACKS,
WEEKENDS & FRIENDS!

Complete Clean-Up Service
Foreclosure Specialist, Garages, Basements,
Barns, Building Demolition, Indoor-Outdoor,
Estate Sales, Car Removal, Fire and Flood

Damage, Tractor Work Available

Apple Blossom Consignments

There is always something new to discover

New & Gently Used Furniture
and Home Decor

Cathy Winkler, Owner
201 N. Riverside Avenue

St. Clair, MI 48079
In the Riveriew Plaza of St. Clair

810-329-7283
appleblossomconsignments@comcast.net

Lake Huron Veterinary Clinic

Monday - Friday 8 am to 7 pm
Saturday & Sunday 9 am to 5 pm

lakehuronvetclinic@gmail.com
www.lakehuronvet.com

2003 Griswold Street
Port Huron, MI 48060

Phone (810) 985-8300
Fax (810) 213-4832

“Your #1 Source for Quality Concrete & Quality Service.”

READY
MIXED
CONCRETE

CARO
PLANT
989-672-6589
1342 Prospect Ave.

SAGINAW
PLANT

989-672-6589
1701 North 1st St.

SINCE
1946

(810) 395-8746

• EMBROIDERY
• SCREEN PRINTING
• ENGRAVING

• TROPHIES
• TEAM UNIFORMS & JACKETS
• LOGO DIGITIZING

• EMBROIDERY
• SCREEN PRINTING
• ENGRAVING

• TROPHIES
• TEAM UNIFORMS & JACKETS
• LOGO DIGITIZING

WATCHFOR OUR 
Online Design StoreCOMING

SOON!

Doodling Outback
Embroidery, LLC
Doodling Outback
Embroidery, LLC

(810) 395-8746
102 S. MAIN ST. CAPAC, MI 48014

Starting
       at $14 25  Call Today!

(810) 794-2300

Auto Parts

REICHLE AUTO PARTS has a large 
selection of fenders, doors, hoods, patch 
panels, motors, transmissions and more. 

Call for all your auto parts needs! 
CALL JOHN AT (810) 329-3697 

OR (810) 434-1802.
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General

EXPERIENCE ELEGANCE IN 
ALGONAC, The Algonac Banquet Center 
is available for rental for all occasions. 
Located at 1905 Mill Street in Algonac. 
For questions or to book, call Sue at (810) 
278-4395.

ABCABC Home & Commercial Services

A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT MICE?

Help Wanted

Wanted to Buy

WANTED TO BUY: CHRISTMAS 
ORNAMENTS AND DECORATIONS, 
interested in many types. Also unusual 
artificial Christmas trees, such as those 
made out of feathers, aluminum, or other 
unusual materials or those in colors other 
than green – from tabletop size to larger. 
Call if you have just a few or you have a lot! 
Please call (810) 614-8034.

SOD LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY

for Curtis Sod Company in Chesterfield. 
$8.50 per hour. Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - ?. 

Call (586) 598-0270 or email 
curtisod@live.com.

FRANCEK WATER CONDITIONING

1-800-848-5150

NON ELECTRIC
DEMAND OPERATION
TWIN MEDIA TANK

WATER CONDITIONING-DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS
FREE WATER ANALYSIS  SALT DELIVERY

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  RENTALS

home water systems
Kinetico®

h o m e  w a t e r  s y s t e m s
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer

Range Road

Rental

1350 Range Road
Port Huron, MI 48060

Check Out

Our Latest

Products!

DEPENDABLE
USED APPLIANCES

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9-5
SAT 10-3

810-985-8554
4983 Lapeer Rd. in Kimball

residential-commercial
block-brick-stone
concrete-pavers

parking lots-driveways
basements-crawlspaces

septic fields-trucking
licensed-insured

backhoe-dozer
bobcat-trucking

excavator
nolan1316@netzero.net

James Nolan
owner
7831 Lapeer Rd.
Wales, MI. 48027

Masonry
Excavating
Masonry

Excavating
810.650.2868810.650.2868

2B1  ASK  1

810-329-5863
Call

CERTIFICATION & RENEWALS!
MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Medical Records Required
248 990-1234
or AN APPOINTMENT
CALL FOR DETAILS

LOCAL PATIENT
CERTIFICATION CLINICS

THROUGHOUT THE STATE!

Company
A Professional & Trusted

Alternative Solutions Plus, Inc

WWW.VIKINGFITNESS.COM

Port Huron
2422 Laper

810-985-9100

Marine City
260 S. Parker
810-765-4900

Marysville
782 Huron Blvd. 

810-364-4650

3 Great Locations!

AFFORDABLE
        FITNESS FOR

EVERYONE!

OPEN 24 HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK

24 Hour Gym & Tanning Access

www.ThumbPrintNews.com

Read ThumbPrint News Online!
Sign up online to be notified when a new edition is available!

1593 E. Dayton Road
Caro, MI 48723
barrons_repair@yahoo.com
(989) 673-8777

Also buying nonrunning vehicles.
           No pick up fees.

Ready to Buy a New Car?

                   We Will Give You

                 COLD HARD CASH!

SELL US your unwanted/junk running vehicle.

586-222-1268
734-686-4809

DISASTERRECOVERYNOW.COM

free roof CALL TO QUALIFY OR $9900 Roof Repair

Ronald Kraft | 515 Wall Street Port Huron, MI 48060
FIRE | FLOOD | WIND | HAIL

Home For Sale

ROSE CITY/SOUTH BRANCH ranch. 
2 bedroom with basement. Prime hunting 
with 3 acres. Backs up to state and federal 
land. Many updates. $40,000 negotiable.
Call (586) 482-3300.
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treeslogslumber2012@gmail.com ▪ Treeslogslumber2012.wix.com ▪ Facebook

           FOREST MANAGEMENT ▪ CUSTOM SAWMILLING
 CUSTOM MOLDING ▪ KILN DRYING

Tim & Lisa Lamar

▪ ▪ ▪T  (619)208-6330 ▪ L  (619)962-5823 ▪ L  (810)406-2093▪ ▪ ▪

Each month, ThumbPrint News 
prints a photo of an object or a place 
for our readers to identify. If you think 
you know the answer, go to www.
thumbprintnews.com and enter your 
answer. Of all persons submitting 
correct answers by the 15th of the 
month, one person will be randomly 
selected to be entered into a drawing 
for a wonderful surprise gift at the end 
of this year! On December 31, 2014, 
one winner will be drawn and the 
lucky person will be notified.

In the August 2014 edition, we asked 
our readers to identify what the object 
pictured below was:

 All of those submitting the correct 
answer were entered into a random 
drawing and, unfortunately, only 
one person can be the winner for the 
month. Bruce Bulle of Fair Haven 
identified the above object as a pair 
of antique sheep shears. Bob will be 
entered into our year end drawing for a 
wonderful surprise gift.

Sheep shearing is the process by 
which the woolen fleece of a sheep is 
cut off. The person who removes the
sheep’s wool is called a shearer. 
Typically each adult sheep is shorn 
once each year. Sheep shearing is also 

considered a sport with competitions 
held around the world.

 For our September contest we 
are asking the question, “What is 
it?” Identify what the object is that 
is pictured below and for what it 
is used. Remember – go to www.
thumbprintnews.com if you know the 
answer. Good luck! (Picture below 
was provided by Roy F. Rivard of the 
Chesterfield Historical Society.) 

Several Delivery Options Available
810.433.1613
Fax your order to:  810-326-1054
www.CartridgeConnectionInk.com
info@cartridgeconnectionink.com

$5OFF
of Remanufactured/Compatible Ink 

valued at $20 or more. 
One coupon per purchase.

any purchase

“Simple, Dignified, Meaningful & Affordable”“Simple, Dignified, Meaningful & Affordable”

NEW LOCATION
57737 Gratiot Ave. at 261/2 Mile
New Haven 586.749.9585
Kenneth L. White Manager

                                       
1634 Lapeer Ave.

Port Huron 810.985.5123
Alan R. Jowett Owner/Manager
www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com

CREMATION
$995

To Advertise With Us
Please Call Lisa at

888-530-3426
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A multiservice company that you can trust!

GOT SQUIRRELS?

Select In-Stock
Carpet & Vinyl

BIERNOT’S CARPET ONEBIERNOT’S CARPET ONE
Mon. - Wed, Fri. 9:00-5:30
Thurs. 9:00-8:00 
Saturday 9:00-3:00

810-982-3794
1605 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060

CARPET   •   HARDWOOD   •   VINYL   •   TILE   •   AND MORE

WE DO WINDOW TREATMENTS
Draperies • Vertical Blinds • Pleated Shades • FREE ESTIMATES

Remodelers

Luxury
Bath

Company

A

Mobility

1.800.ANEWTUB • WWW.MOBILITYREMODELERS.COM
1222 Water St. • Port Huron, MI • 810.385.1700

• Total Bathroom 
   Remodeling From
   Start to Finish
• One-Day Bath 
   Remodeling
• Full Line of Safety
   & Accessibility 
   Products

Making homes beautiful and accessible
for Blue Water seniors for over 10 years!

Enjoy Mobility . . .
And at a fraction of the cost!

• No Mess
• No Demolition 

Labor for
Mobility 
Product

See store for details. Expires 9/30/2014

Walk-In Showers

Walk-In Tubs

FALL
SAVINGS

Now Through October 15th

$500 FLOORING
CREDIT

AT BIERNOT’S
CARPET ONE
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BENS FURNITURE CENTER 
Fort Gratiot

810-385-6530
810-984-4215 810-385-5205

 by Walmart
Downtown Port Huron Fort Gratiot by Walmart

OPEN 7 DAYS MON. - SAT. 10-7 P.M., SUN 12-6 P.M.
                 

NO
CREDIT CHECK
FINANCING

Ask for Details

bensff.com

Remodeling Sale

in Contemporary

Furniture

#1

$698$698
Palliser Recliner

Palliser Reclining Sofa

6 Piece
Palliser Sectional

$2998$2998

$1698$1698

My Home, My Style, My Way ™

WHAT MAKES PALLISER® BETTER
Lifetime warranty on maple frames
and exclusive 5 year warranty on cushions
 

Choose from over 100 leathers and 205 fabrics
   

Built in North America since 1944
  

Save up to 40% on Palliser − Ben’s Newest Line!

1.

 

2.
 

3.
 

4.

Compared at $1598

Compared at $3998

Compared
at $6598

BENS FINE FURNITURE
& MATTRESS

BENS MATTRESS
& BEDROOM CENTER


